
Ireland’s recent history of war and displacement from the mid-six-
teenth century as arising from Irish loyalty to the Catholic faith, when
faced with the onslaughts of a heretical regime.

Four of the nine chapters treat explicitly of the Catholic commu-
nity. In other chapters, the insight that the vast majority of Irish
Protestants were recent immigrants comes into view. How immigra-
tion from Scotland shaped what became the Presbyterian church in
Ireland is considered, including the migration pattern of Scots within
Ireland, and the recruitment and training of its clergy in Scotland. For
Irish Anglicans, England as the source of clerical personnel and train-
ing played an analogous role, while the author allows for a serious en-
gagement with Irish history and culture among some Church of Ireland
figures. Mobility in the Protestant imagination is explored through Sir
John Temple’s The Irish Rebellion (1646), the work of Andrew Stewart
on the progress of Presbyterianism in Ireland, and John Vesey’s biog-
raphy of that episcopal survivor, Archbishop John Bramhall.

This work is bold in its conceptual approach, its attention to termi-
nology informed by the social sciences, and its broad canvas which
integrates consideration of the three confessions. It draws on a vast ar-
ray of secondary literature which attempts to set Irish experience
within a European context. In these ways it offers a fresh reading of
Irish denominational history for the seventeenth century. However
the lack of maps is regrettable, and there are a number of misprints.
This book, large in size and in scope, considerably advances our un-
derstanding both of the experience of mobility, and of denominational
identity formation, in seventeenth-century Ireland.

Campion Hall, University of Oxford Brian Mac Cuarta

Eilish Gregory, Catholics during the English Revolution, 1642-1660:
Politics, Sequestration and Loyalty, Woodbridge: Boydell & Brewer,
2021, pp. viii� 234, £75, ISBN: 9781783275946.

This book is a welcome addition to the body of scholarship that posi-
tions post-Reformation Catholics into the mainstream of English
social and political history. Eilish Gregory’s central question, how po-
litical change affected Catholics in the 1640s and 1650s, unites three
distinct yet related topics: the politics of the English Revolution,
how the state used the sequestration process to deal with noncompliant
subjects, and how Catholics negotiated with Interregnum regimes.
Throughout, Gregory focuses on Catholic experiences of the period
and its political tumult. She concludes that Catholics adapted to the
challenges of the revolutionary period, and that rather than

238 Book Reviews

https://doi.org/10.1017/bch.2022.30 Published online by Cambridge University Press

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog?doi=https://doi.org/10.1017/bch.2022.30&domain=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1017/bch.2022.30


devastating Catholic estates and livelihoods, sequestration allowed
them to survive.

This study is based on a range of primary source types: petitions
from Catholic gentry, pamphlets, newspapers, family papers, and state
papers. Gregory has included a wide geographic capture in the peti-
tions, from counties with robust Catholic populations as well as coun-
ties with meagre ones, in order to trace the themes that emerged from
Catholic petitions throughout the realm. This methodology allows for
comparison of two key factors: first, Catholic experiences of sequestra-
tion and compounding; second, the degree of implementation and en-
forcement of anti-Catholic policies in counties of varied size and
Catholic demographics.

As Gregory notes, studies of sequestration are not new, but none
thus far have focused on the Catholic experience of that process.
Over six substantive chapters, Gregory unpacks sequestration during
the Civil Wars and republican period, discusses the role of print culture
in sequestration, explains Catholic experiences of sequestration and the
role of networks in the revolutionary period, and the relationship be-
tween Catholics and the state during the republican period.
Throughout, the author defines specialist terms, which is vital for ac-
cessibility for readers new to the study of Catholic history or the his-
tory of the Civil Wars.

From the mid-sixteenth century, sequestration was one tool the
English state used to pressure Catholics into conformity with the
Protestant church. Under Charles I, it grew into a significant generator
of royal income with nationwide operations. The outbreak of civil war
prompted an overhaul of this process as Parliament expanded it be-
yond its focus on religious nonconformists to include subjects whom
Parliament declared instigators of war: in other words, Royalists.
This reformation of sequestration succeeded in two key ways. First,
by raising substantial and much-needed revenue for the
Parliamentary side; second, by taking revenue from Royalists and in-
stead directing those resources to Parliament. This expansive applica-
tion of sequestration and compounding was successful enough to
become a long-term solution throughout the revolutionary period.
Sequestration continued to adapt in response to Parliamentary require-
ments throughout the republican period, during which delinquents be-
came the main target of sequestration policy and practice, as ‘the
political enemies of the Commonwealth’ (p. 68).

Print media played a crucial role in sequestration and compounding
by making the public aware of how the process was supposed to work
and, perhaps more importantly, how it operated in practice. Printed
legislation, pamphlets, essays, and newspapers provided Catholics
with information about how to navigate the process and helped county
committees to function despite the slow pace of communication from
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the central government. The wider debate about sequestration and
Catholics was revealed through print culture, and with it the larger
context of politics, Catholic factionalism, and articulation of grievan-
ces and corruption. Print culture allowed Catholics who petitioned to
compound for their estates to formulate strategies as they wrote those
petitions.

During the Interregnum, one of the most significant concerns for
Catholics was to protect their estates. As they had since the late six-
teenth century, Catholics accomplished this through a range of strate-
gies, which Gregory unpacks in her analysis of Catholics’ experiences
of sequestration and composition. She finds that some officials were
‘deliberately destructive towards Catholic petitioners’ but that on
the whole, Catholics were not specifically discriminated against (pp.
96, 132). The petitions allow us to see the strategies Catholics used
to persuade officials, such as the swearing of oaths of loyalty to par-
liament, claiming that they had been coerced into fighting for the king,
invoking claims of religious persecution, and producing witnesses to
attest to their social and political creditworthiness.

Gregory’s analysis of Catholic networks reveals that in practice,
Catholics and Protestants found ways to get along. Kinship connec-
tions were a first line of defence, but Catholics had to remain part
of the local community and social networks if they were to survive this
tumultuous period. Through networks, Catholics enlisted the support
and patronage of Protestants who helped with petitions for compound-
ing, quietly conveyed confiscated lands back to Catholics, and stood as
witnesses to a Catholic’s good character or social credit. Fine-grained
studies like Gregory’s are crucial to our understanding of how Catholic
networks functioned across a range of settings, including how those
social phenomena operated during wartime. This study demonstrates
that despite faction, war, and substantial political upheaval, Catholics
were not cut off from English society but remained deeply embedded in
it, politically and socially.

There is a wider significance to this study that reaches beyond
Catholics and even beyond the Civil Wars. This is the first book to
treat the English Civil Wars from the Catholic perspective and to thus
make England’s Catholic population part of the larger story of the
Civil Wars. Gregory has united literature on Catholics, durable legal
processes, and the English Revolution. This book is in conversation
with a wider corpus of works than what Gregory might realize, such
as Felicity Heal and Clive Holmes’s work on the gentry. Integration of
some network theory would have helped to provide additional support
for Gregory’s arguments about Catholic networks. Still, the author has
successfully drawn together a vast array of scholarship and made a
substantial contribution to that body of knowledge.
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Gregory’s important book begins a long-overdue analysis of how
English Catholics experienced nearly two decades of revolution and
republican rule. The book should be required reading for advanced
undergraduates and post-graduate students and will be very useful
to specialists in the field. We can hope that other scholars will continue
Gregory’s analysis into the experience of Catholics during this signifi-
cant period in British history.

Utah State University Susan M. Cogan

Jaime Goodrich, Writing Habits: Historicism, Philosophy, and English
Benedictine Convents, 1600 –1800, Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama
Press, 2021, pp. 240, $59.95, ISBN: 978-0-8173-2103-1.

JaimeGoodrich’sWriting Habits: Historicism, Philosophy, and English
Benedictine Convents, 1600 –1800 is an unusually—and refreshingly—
ecumenical and multidisciplinary contribution to early modern studies.
She deftly combines concepts from the writing of twentieth-century
Jewish philosopherMartin Buber, specifically his paradigm of commu-
nity or gemeinschaft, with her deep knowledge of early modern English
Catholic convent texts and culture. Her analysis features the extant
archives of the six English Benedictine houses founded on the conti-
nent between 1598 and 1665 following the dissolution of the monaster-
ies in England.

Goodrich sets out to bridge a gap between historicist and philosoph-
ical approaches to early modern studies. Summarizing Ken Jackson
and Arthur F. Mariotti’s call for a ‘turn to religion’ she avers their
work presented two approaches: one ‘rooted in various historicist and
materialist methodologies’ and a second that draws on Continental
philosophy, ‘most notably Emmanuel Levinas’s views on alterity, in
order to contend that the New Historicist obsession with otherness
is informed by the ethical encounter between the ego and the other
(most notably the absolute Other of the Divine). From the moment
the term “turn to religion” was coined, then, the field that it designated
was bifurcated’ (p. 3). Rather than Levinas, Goodrich advocates
Buberian concepts of community to facilitate the scholarly turn to re-
ligion: ‘community can only happen when people are brought into re-
lation with one another through their connection with God [ : : : ] for
Buber, community is essentially a religious phenomenon, as it must al-
ways start from the individual’s personal relationship with God’ (p. 7).
This interplay of individuals’ connections to God, and through God to
one another to form community, is at the heart of Writing Habits.

Goodrich achieves her aim of bridging historicist and philosophical
approaches by pursuing four modes of analysis in each chapter:
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