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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE SPIRITUAL LIFE. By Reginald Buckler, o.p.

(Blackfriars; us . )
This book was originally published over forty years ago under the

title Spiritual Considerations.
. There is really no need for an extended review of Fr Buckler's work
^ these pages. His theme is that the spiritual life is the life of the spirit:
the Holy Spirit in himself, in his Church, in Christ, in us, and the
response to that Holy Spirit of the Church, of Christ, of ourselves,
ma<fe in and through the same Holy Spirit.

A thing that strikes a modern reader of these pages of spiritual
wisdom is that forty years ago there was, evidently, no division into
piests who teach but cannot (or do not) preach and priests who preach

u t cannot (or do not) teach. It is not surprising, then, that Fr Buckler
°es not have to perform literary feats to maintain the truth of the

contenaplative spirit and the apostolic spirit.
MURDOCH SCOTT, O.P.

IEGE PERILOUS. Essays in Biblical Anthropology. By S. H. Hooke.
^•C.M. Press; 21s.)

.^his is a stimulating title for a stimulating book, but the two
^illations have no connection whatever. The title's only value is as
^ - c a t c h e r ; but since the contents of the book, which the title does

ev k tO " 1 ^ c a t e > a r e interesting in their own right, the reader whose
/e has been caught will not feel cheated.

rotessor Hooke says- in his Introduction that these essays, which have
^peared in various journals during the last twenty-five years, represent
a h ^ j S u ^ s ot" his attempt to fulfil his lifelong purpose of building
Th f ^C between anthropology, archaeology, and biblical studies.
'-J-L !fst actual essay in bridge-building of this collection is the eighth,
It • . m e rgence of Christianity from Judaism', first published in 1937.
the if &en*ous> but unconvincing. Professor Hooke had not yet found
i(j y pontifectural principles, the comprehensive framework of
The t 0 S his valuable but widely disparate material together.
19

 t W elfth essay, 'Myth and Ritual reconsidered', first published in
r e i J j ' c°Qtains a retractation of at least one of the opinions which
eSSav

ere? ^ earlier sketch unsatisfactory. This and others of the later
theoj s " o w that the author's mind has been turning definitely to
t^e B -^' *n Par ticular the theology of revelation, to provide him with

Fa r
r m C j p l e S w l l i c l 1 w i l 1 a l o n e suffice t 0 bu i l c l h i s b r i d g e f o r k m -

first p S t w a y t h e b e s t essay in the book is 'The Sign of Emmanuel',
^gical .̂ ' n J954- This is a small masterpiece of genuine theo-
histOrj

 e
1

Xe8esis» as distinct from purely anthropological, literary, or
criticism. If Professor Hooke would apply the method he
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