Obituary

THOMAS WISHART DAvVIDSON, formerly Consultant
Psychiatrist, The Towers Hospital, Leicester.

Thomas Wishart Davidson, who was elected a Founda-
tion Fellow in 1971, died on 24 June 1982 at the age of 82.

During his first appointment to Winwick Hospital,
Cheshire, he became interested in the malarial treatment of
GPI and was as a result seconded to the London School of
Tropical Medicine. In 1925 he began his long and fruitful
association with the Towers Hospital, Leicester, first as
assistant medical officer and pathologist and later, in 1937,
as medical superintendent. He retired in 1959.

He had wide interests both within and without medicine.
He was, for example, a keen gardener, a talented musician
and a devotee of French language and literature.

ANNA FREUD, Director, Hampstead Child Therapy Clinic,
20 Maresfield Gardens, London NW3.

Dr Anna Freud, the founder and doyenne of child
analysis, died in London on 9 October 1982 in her 87th year.
She was born in Vienna on 3 December 1895 and was the
sixth child of Sigmund Freud. Miss Freud’s closeness to her
father gained expression in her dedication to psychoanalysis
where she made original contributions. As a leading world
authority on child psychology, she and her team of co-
workers were unrivalled in the systematic study of normal
and pathological child development which combined clinical,
theoretical and therapeutic training methods based on
psychoanalysis. Her writings have now been issued in eight
volumes.

Richly endowed in many ways, like her father, with intel-
lectual and character attributes, her personality had very
individual qualities. She was possessed of endless curiosity,
charm and wit, and enjoyed physical pursuits such as
swimming and riding until late in her life. Anna’s response to
the heavy burden of her father’s long illness was to become
‘nurse, a truly “personal” physician, companion, assistant
secretary, co-worker and altogether a shield against the
intrusions of the outer world.” Anna remained deeply grateful
to England where the Freud family settled following their

"rescue from Nazi persecution in 1938. Thirty-three years
later, when invited by the Viennese authorities to return for a
visit, she quipped that she would only do so if she could enter
the City riding on a Lippizaner. Such a fantasy ran totally
counter to her characteristic unostentation, but symbolically
expressed her clear view of human values. Sigmund Freud’s
horse and rider theme were indicative of the ego’s final
mastery over the irrational id. Anna reproduced it in a
reparative setting.

Anna Freud’s early training as a teacher showed her to
have a capacity for hard work, managerial skill and an
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ability to evoke dedication and affection in colleagues and
pupils. These qualities as an educator were to last all her life
and gain expression in the planning of training courses in
psychoanalysis for adults at the British Psychoanalytic
Society and for children at the Hampstead Child Therapy
Course and Clinic. As an international guest speaker she
was renowned for her lucid, informed delivery made without
notes. Such expositions inspired young psychiatrists in
training to follow psychoanalytical teachings and in this way
psychoanalysis became more acceptable to British
psychiatry as the basis for the teaching of psychodynamic
psychotherapy.

As a trained psychoanalyst she was admitted to the
Membership of the Vienna Psychoanalytical Society in 1922
for a paper on fantasy in childhood. Among her early
writings, The Ego and the Mechanisms of Defence still
serves as a classical introduction to this subject. She had the
gift of clearly enunciating complex issues and observations,
based on encyclopaedic knowledge of the subject. Par-
ticularly relevant are papers on ‘Acting Out’, ‘Aggression’,
‘Mutual Influences of Ego and Id’, ‘Obsessional Neurosis’,
‘Some Thoughts about the Place of Psychoanalytic Theory
in the Training of Psychiatrists’ and, newly available in
English, ‘A Study Guide to Freud’s Writings’.

All her writings in child psychology are relevant for child
psychiatrists. A wealth of clinical observation was drawn
from the residential Hampstead War Nurseries which she
created with Dorothy Burlingham. In 1945 the Nurseries
were succeeded by the Hampstead Child Therapy Course
and Clinic. Miss Freud systematized her clinical and
theoretical stance in Normality and Pathology of Child-
hood. The early psychoanalytical theory of child develop-
ment was based on reconstructions made in adult analyses.
Miss Freud observed actual infant behaviour, related it to
material drawn from later child analyses and used this as a
mutual check against theories deduced from aduits.
Emphasis was laid on a knowledge of normal child develop-
ment along ‘developmental lines’. Childhood pathology was
then classified according to departures from the norm. The
relationship between child development and adult psychiatric
disorder was extensively studied by her and in the stream of
researches by followers stimulated by her work.

In Beyond the Best Interests of the Child and Before the
Best Interests of the Child, written in conjunction with Pro-
fessors Joseph Goldstein and Albert Solnit, the legal aspects
of family life, divorce, adoption, fostering and separation
were revised in volumes which have altered American and
British law practice, and deserve attention from psychiatrists
dealing with these problems.

In all Anna Freud addressed the College on three
occasions. She was elected to the Honorary Fellowship in
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1966. In addition she was the recipient of many academic
honours from the Universities of Sheffield, Yale, Harvard,
Jerusalem, Vienna and Frankfurt, among others. In 1971 she
was created CBE for her services to psychoanalysis.

IR

MARGARET MACKENZIE METHVEN, formerly Consultant
Psychiatrist, Royal Hospital for Sick Children,
Edinburgh.

Dr Margaret Methven, a Foundation Fellow of the
College, died on 16 September 1982.

Margaret (Meg, as she was affectionately called by her
intimates) qualified in Edinburgh in 1935 but received her
early postgraduate training in psychiatry in England. She
was appointed consultant in child psychiatry to the Royal
Hospital for Sick Children, Edinburgh in 1948—a post she
held with great distinction until her retirement in 1970. She
was, in fact, the doyenne of child psychiatry in Scotland and
in her time served as chairman of the Child and Adolescent
Psychiatry Section of the RMPA. She served, too, as

Forthcoming Events

The Portman Clinic is running a three-day course entitled
‘An Introduction to the Psychodynamic Approach to Sexual
Deviants and Offenders’ from 23 to 25 February 1983. The
course is particularly aimed at SHOs and registrars in
psychiatry and may be of use in their MRCPsych exams.
Information: Dr D. McLean, Senior Registrar, Portman
Clinic, 8 Fitzjohns Avenue, London NW3 5NA.

The twenty-fourth ‘Current Themes in Psychiatry’ confer-
ence will be held at Leeds Castle, Maidstone, Kent from 19
to 25 March 1983. Applications from consultants and other
senior psychiatrists should be sent to the Conference
Secretary, Marie Carlisle, New Cross Hospital, Avonley
Road, London SE14, as soon as possible.

The Biological Council’s annual symposium, ‘Actions and
Interactions of GABA and Benzodiazepines’, will be held at
the Royal Institution, London W1 on 21 and 22 March
1983. Information: Administrative Secretary, Mrs J. Kruger,
c/o Department of Pharmacology, University College,
London WCI1E 6BT.

A seminar on the practical aspects of psychological manage-
ment and psychotherapy of various psychosomatic disorders

president of the British Federation of Medical Women from
1965-66.

JOHN ALEXANDER BALDWIN, Director, Oxford University
Unit of Clinical Epidemiology, Old Road, Headington,
Oxford.

DENIS JOHN BRADLEY, retired, 20 Ardee Street, Bray, Co.
Wicklow, Ireland.

MARY CoLLINS, Consultant, St Luke’s Hospital, Clonmel,
Co. Tipperary, Ireland.

ApoLPHUS CHARLES OLUMUYIWA DA SiLva, Senior
Registrar, Psychiatric Hospital, PMB 12 Yaba, Lagos,
Nigeria.

THoMAs Dymock, formerly Consultant Psychiatrist, St
Andrew’s Hospital, Roxburghshire, Scotland.

HuGH MICHAEL FLANAGAN, Consultant Psychiatrist, St
George’s Hospital, Stafford, Staffs.

ANU SHEKHAR GUPTA, Registrar, St Ann’s Hospital, Poole,
Dorset.

PauL WiLLiaM EArDLEY HAYWARD, Officer-in-Charge,
HM Remand Centre, Risley, Warrington, Lancs.

will be held from 6 to 9 June 1983 in a conference centre at
Wivenhoe Park, Colchester. It will be restricted to 35 par-
ticipants, residential in the centre. Though primarily aimed at
the needs of physicians and general practitioners, it will also
be appropriate for psychiatrists and psychotherapists
directly involved in clinical management of psychosomatic
disorders. Anyone interested should contact one of the
organizers: Dr A. Cameron Macdonald, 9 Redlands Road,
Glasgow G12 0SJ; Dr J. W. Paulley, 51 Anglesea Road,
Ipswich, Suffolk; or Dr H. E. Pelser, Velasquezstraat 13,
Amsterdam Z, Netherlands.

The Second International Congress on Drugs and Alcohol
will be held in Tel Aviv from 2 to 6 September 1983.
Information: Congress Secretariat, Second International
Congress on Drugs and Alcohol, PO Box 394, Tel Aviv
61003, Israel.

The Medical Campaign Against Nuclear Weapons is
sponsoring a meeting entitled ‘The Human Cost of Nuclear
War’ which is to be held at St David’s Hall, Cardiff on 21
January 1983. The main speaker will be Dr Horst Eberhard
Richter, Professor of Psychiatry at Geissen-Leibig
University. Information: Dr Stephen Farrow, 21 Palace
Road, Llandaff, Cardiff (telephone: Cardiff 562021).
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