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We read with interest the manuscript “The International
Incidence of Traumatic Brain Injury: A Systematic Review and
Meta-Analysis” by Nguyen et al. (2016).1 The authors mentioned
that their search was developed by study authors with expertise in
traumatic brain injury (TBI) and/or epidemiology, in consultation
with a research librarian with extensive systematic review expertise,
and that the search was conducted on May 23, 2014, in the MED-
LINE and EMBASE databases. From Asia, only the study from
Taiwan by Chiu et al is included.

A simple search with the key word of “TBI in Iran” shows
different local and nationwide studies performed by our colleagues,
all done to serve as a base for design prevention strategies and
epidemiological studies to reduce the number of patients with head
trauma.2-4 Iran is almost 1,648,195km2 in size and the province of
West Azerbaijan, including Urmia as its main city, is 37,437km2,
whereas the entire area of Taiwan is 36,193km2. Accordingly, the
study of TBIs occurring in the more than 200,000km of roads all
around Iran2,3 might be of value for inclusion in a systematic review.
Respectfully, we would say that, unfortunately, not one of them is
included in the authors’ review. We checked the inclusion and
exclusion criteria, variables, and outcomes, and all matched. Even
though the results are almost in the same range and agree with the

outputs, it might not change them remarkably but it is worth such
valuable research being included in the data of a systematic review
such as this.

Abbas Amirjamshidi
Neurosurgery, Sina Hospital, Tehran University of Medical

Sciences, Tehran, Iran

Vafa Rahimi-Movaghar
Neurosurgery, Trauma Research Centre, Sina Hospital, Tehran

University of Medical Sciences, Tehran, Iran

DISCLOSURES

The authors have no disclosures to report.

REFERENCES

1. Nguyen R, Fiest KM, McChesney J, et al. The international
incidence of traumatic brain injury: a systematic review and meta-
analysis. Can J Neurol Sci. 2016;43:774-85.

2. Aghakhani N, Azami M, Jasemi M, Khoshsima M, Eghtedar S,
Rahbar N. Epidemiology of traumatic brain injury in Urmia,
Iran. Iran. Red Cres Med J. 2013;15:173-4.

3. Vafaee R, Vafaei A, Forouzanfar MM, et al. Epidemiology of
traumatic brain injury in Iranian population: the results of a
multicenter study. J Trauma Acute Care Surg. 2013;54:66-71.

4. Rahimi-Movaghar V, Saadat S, Rasouli MR, et al. The incidence of
traumatic brain injury in Tehran, Iran: a population based study.
Am Surg. 2011;77:e112-4.

THE CANADIAN JOURNAL OF NEUROLOGICAL SCIENCES 611

https://doi.org/10.1017/cjn.2017.197 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/cjn.2017.197

	Outline placeholder
	DisclosuresThe authors have no disclosures to report.References
	ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS


