
REVIEWS 

D~~ (Zl(i.~-nfL,-Fantastic Variations of a Chivalrous Nature- 
pla ,cc l  }>). the  l lcrl in State Opcra Orcli~strs-inclu~li i i~ a wind 
, , l a c ~ ~ i ~ ~ c - t ~ ~ i ~ I i ~ r  the baton of Richard Strauss himwlf, recorded 
h\: Dccca 1 ~ 1 1 I ~ ( l o r  (LY 6087-31, 3/6 each). On the last side 

Rerlin Philli;irmoriic misses nothing of the point-device hu-  
I1 luIII~  of I t i  d c r  lionditc~rkiiche. 

Johann Strauss is also rcprcsentcd in recent H.3I.V. lists. 
'rllc song is Iiackncyed, but Maria lvogu i i  givcs fresh lilt to 
. ~ , l  dcr  scliiiticfi b / t i i i c ' i i  notzciid, aiid bittcr-sweet to the Ccardas 
fro111 Die F l t , [ / t r t t i f l l t S  (DB 4412 ,  6/-). \Vhcn the flcsiblc and 
imprttlouh young voice of hliliza Korjus rcaclics what people 
I.aII a roundcr tonc. she iiiay well prove to be one o f  the world's 
g-reati,st sopranos; as i t  is, iirnva ! to hcr debtit in Proch's 
[ ' c i r i u / i ( ) t i . c ,  and the Strauss l I - a I t z  Foiccs t ~ j  .Spritig (C 2664, 
q / - ) .  'i'hc i i r t  of hcl c ( i t i / o .  liiic of melody and pcrfection of 
plirasing:, this you will hear i n  .l.ilo Scliipa singing two old 
songs, C) (It'] i t t i 0  t r r / l r l f O  her2 a ~ i d  I ' / t i i . S i f  d ' t i ) r l O l i r  (1)B 2 J 3 1 ,  6/-). 
1)t.cc.a Polydor prcwnt thc only rcwrdcd w'rsion of two arias 
f r n m  I'uccini'b 7 'ura / l do t ,  Z t i  q i i t s s f t r  r.rggi,i ant1 D c /  pri / j io  p i n t l -  
l o ,  sung by Anne I<oscllc. of ilie D r c d c n  Opera (C.4 8180, 4/-). 
.\Isu two cstracts from pianolortc suites by Liszl, a L e g g i e r -  
L'ZZI  and Eroicn, pla!-ctl by Sigrid (;runtlcis (PO jog4, 2/6). 

'fhc seventeenth Italian masters have heen somewhat ncg- 
Icctcd Iiy the gramophunc companies, h u t  H.3l .V.  iiow givc 
Vivnltli 's trim and formal Corrrrrfo d Quntrt---I,'E.~fr.o . I  rttio- 
iziL.u. in a clcan and finished .pcrfoimance 11, the Pro A r k  Quar- 
tet (DR 2148, 6/-). Bcetlioven's Overture Coriolari is well rc- 
cordrd, hut the playing by the R.I?.C. Symphony Orchestra, 
conductcd by ;ldrian Bnult, lacks spirit ( D B  2x01, 6/-). How- 
c w r ,  thc same combination justifies itself i n  ii rich and ex- 
prcssivc performance of thc iirclicstral prelude to T h e  Dretlrn 
01 Gerotitiirs ( D B  ~ ~ 9 4 ,  6/-). 

Thc words are another sign o f  thc \'ic.turian rcvival, and with 
thc music Schumann hotted-up and Lupino Lane singing:, .4t2 
E l e p h n t  ncver  F o r g e t s  is a t a k i n g  niisturc (Dccca, F 3983, 
116). This record of music-hall Iiu8niour, together with that of 
the four 3Iills Hrothers  singing ]iinglc 1;zrer (Rrunswick:, 01766, 
2/61, are fair samples of our pl-rscnt ballad-tastes, English and 
:\merican. T.L. 

NOTICES 

l'lle P R o ~ r ~ s r ~ s r  REPORNATIOS. n!. Joscph Cla!.toii:, F.R.Hist.S. 

J f r .  ('layton 11;14 bucceedd iii I ) roduoing R \\-cll-bal;inced and 
r ~ a d a b l c  :tcccwnt o f  t h e  religiou?; charigr~ i l l  the Gstcwnth cell- 
tii,ry a s  t h q  aITcctcd the pcoplc I J ~  C;rc;it Rritain. H C  has been 
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i I h r n s ,  Oatcs X: \Va.;hbouriie ; 5/- . j  



BUCKFRIARS 

a t  g r e a t  pains when deal ing with the innovators, t o  view the  
scene as they might  have bcen cxpcrted t o  view it. He h a s  
taken into account all the forccs that  influcncetl them, a n d  
stresses the fact that  the people of England lost the Fai th be- 
cause they did not understand that thcy were losing it. And reatl- 
ing  the bonk one is s truck by thc many similarities between the 
s is teenth century, when Europc  was  disruptcd by Protestant ism, 
and  thc ta.entietli ccntury,  when Europc is threatened by Com- 
munism. Here  is a book which is cniinently readablc. 

J.K. 

THE Lira OF CARDISAL VAL~CHAN. By J .  C;. Snead-Cox. Abridged 
Edition. (Burns,  Oates  tk \Vaslibourne ; 5/- . )  

cis Rapliacl Dranc,  O.P. LVitli a Preface by Archbishop 
Ullathornc and a Foreword to tlie Second Edition by the 
V. RCV. Fr. Ecde Ja r re t t ,  0.1’. (1.11iigmans; 5/-) .  

We wclcomc these new Editions of two works  so well known 
and so excellent a s  to be classical and in no need of commen- 
dation. I t  i.s pcculiarly fitting that  the livcs of thesc two g r e a t  
contemporary servants  of God should be recalled to 0u.r minds 
a t  this time wlicii Catholic Action is so much t o  thc fore, for 
thcy were both outs tanding characters  of their pcriod not only 
by rcason o f  their sanctity but also because of their vcry prac- 
tical activities. ‘l‘he ,proof of th i s ,  if any bc needed, is in  ttic 
Jlissionary Collcgc of Mill Hill and the numcrous Convcnts  of 
[lie Third Order  of S t .  Dominic in I h g l a n d .  

W h e r e a s  the Li/e of Mother M(irgar.et Mtcry remains uii- 

changcd,  cscept  for tlie all-too-short Foreword hy Fr .  Hede Jar-  
ret t ,  hlr .  Snead-Cox has  allou.cd the publishers to  makc  a n  
abridgment  of t h e  official Life of G r r d i t i n l  T,’(~iighnii.  Though 
hlessrs.  Burns,  Oates  and Washbnuri ie  confcss that thcy ‘ alonc 
must  bear the responsibility for  any iiicvitable lark o f  propor- 
tion i n  this shorter  vcrsion of onc of t h c i  most distinguished o f  
modern hiogr3pliies,’ u’c venture t o  submit that  ttrc carcful 
pruning sliows only lack of dctail and not 1:icli of proportioil. 

H .  

L I F E  OF RIOTHER h [ A R C . A R E T  R I A R Y  HALLAHAN. By Mother F r a n -  

T t i i c  N:.’.\s 01; I H E  K i x .  liy E’atliur 3lartin D c m p c y .  ( \ \ - : ~ ~ l i -  

In  ;L scrics ( i f  sketches d rawn f r o m  thc hi5tory 0 1  the Church 
through the a p s ,  and from thc 1ivc.s o f  licr saintcd and saintly 
children, Fa ther  Martin Ilempscy has succeedcd admirably in 
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bourne ti! t h g a t i  ; 3/6.)  



N OT1 CES 

shewing what  the abiding Presence of Christ in the  Blessed 
Sacrament  has  mcaant, and ,  perhaps, rncans now more than 
cvcr, to the dcvout faithful. Thc writer 's vividly-drawn and 
sympathetic- stuclies range  from thc Last  Supper  t o  the 
Eucharistic Congress  in Dublin, each forming a variant  o n  t h e  
~t lcrne (3 S O C Y I I I I I  Co?iiVi?~iIi)t i .  A book u.liich b! the universality 
( I f  its appc;ll may be commcndetl t o  the unlctterctl and thc 
I~ttelxd,  io ilie sin1plc a s  well a s  to thc spiritually sophisticated. 
Dr. Orchard has  contributed an apprcciativc and devotional 
fore\vood. A. 

'1'kiouc;irrs OF EL. J U L I E  I 3 i L L i m - r .  Selected and Arranged for  
Every I)ay in thc  Year  tq,  a Sistcr of Notre  Dame. (Burns,  
( la te5 c(: Washbourne  ; clulh 2/6, Icather 4/- . )  

'l'liosc w h o  know the spirit of tlic Sisters of Notre  Damc,  
their g rea t  sanencss, practicaliu) , devotion to duty iind high 
spirituality will know what  to cspcct  in these 'Ihouglits r-if their 
holy Foundress. Onc thouglit ,  for  January I4th,  is perhaps  
typical : ' Simpiicity is the true way to find God. Lct US get 
ready for death by a lifc which is all for  God and o u r  duty. '  
. I t i t re  is guidance in this little volumc not nicrelg for  Keligious 
l i t i t  fur any  follower of O u r  Lord. 
taken a t  rantlorn : ' Charity comes from Cod, and  is distin. 
guishcd from cordiality o r  from politcness by its humility.' ' In  
\vhatevcr way God comes to us H e  must  always be wclcome. 
' Hc not wise in ,your o w 1 1  conc.c.it, that  is, d o  not commit the 
folly oi thinking you can never m a k e  a mistake. '  O u r  thanks  
a rc  duc to the Sis ter  ~ 1 1 0  srlectcd and arranged these 
. I l i  oughts .  

Si'ARlid BENEA' i I I  THE :\siiEs. ICspcricnces of a I.ondoI1 Pro1J;i. 
tion Otiicer. I3y Rlany Ellison. (John Murray ; 6/-.) 

The happy title of this fascinating book is  par t  of a str iking 
passage from the Encyclical Qitndrrrgesitno A nno which Mrs 
Ellison so happily quotes on thc titlc pagc. W c  confess to  find 
i n g  the volume all too sliort, yci its comparative brevity does 
h t  empliasizc thc vividness ol' imprcssion which can be pro  
tluced with economy ol  wurtls. I n  t h c  240 pages  wc a r e  intro 

to a g r e a t  number of pcoplc of the  more or less ' criminal 
type \vliimi the  writer obviously rcgxrds as fi-icnds to be known 
loved, ant! a s  far  as POSSiblC JleIped, rathcr  illan as units o f  : 
t roublawnic (.lass to l ie  dealt Lvith oflicially. The last chapter ,  

wcll a s  n previous pashagv', lcavcs us wondering (not indee 
for  tlw firlit timc) \vhctIier tI1c m:ir\-cIIous n o r k  of the Rbthanie 
h l v c n t s  i i i  France, to the founciing o f  which Pbre Lataste  , 
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Here  a r c  a few ' Thoughts  

H.  



BLACKFKIAKS 

O I I E K A M M E R ( ; A U .  Its History antl  its I'assion l'lay. n} Elisabcthe 
11. C .  Cor;tthicl. (Burns, Oates 2(. \\'nslibouriic ; 3/6.)  

This illustrated little book prcsent?; an interesting story of 
what will be thc ccntrc of innurncrablc pilgrimages this year. 
The historical origin oi thc Oberaninirrgaucrs and that of their 
world-famed Passion Play is as cntcrtaining as many a novel- 
here told i n  a charming, simplc style. How thcsc Cclts of 
Southern Germany have striven to maintain their splendid in- 
dcpentlcnce, both spiritual and temporal, i n  the facc o f  seem- 
ingly overwhelming difliculties from war, pestilence, ctc., and of 
their hcroic cffort to fulfil  that solemn vow madc on a ccrtaih 
July morning, 1633-this is the story which thc author tells 
11s. For those who have alrcady sccn the Play it will serve as a 
Iiantlj. souvenir ; for thosc who intend to see i t ,  a convenient 
x r d e  itzcciini ; and fur thosc unablc to scc it, a first-rate sub- 
stitute. M . M .  

\\'ILI) S T R A W I I E R R I E S .  :\ Novel by :\ngela Thirkcll. (ijamish 

hlrs. Tliirlicll's third; thc only  critic.ism is that thc! ;Ippcar 
only uncc a yc;ii-. Cool and continuous Iium~)ur, witli a human 
irony, and hew and t1icl-c ;I subdued babs oi sadness to malic 
it more than a pistinic hioli.  

Hamilton ; 7/6.) 

I.. G. 


