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FRONTISPIECE. Structure 1, Charnay's "Great Pyramid and Gallery" at Ake; reproduction of an engraving presumably made from a photograph taken during his 
explorations of 1880-82 (Charnay 1887: 297). Compare Fig. 5, photograph taken by Shook in 1952. 
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ABSTRACT 

AKE, visited by Stephens and Catherwood 
in 1941 and by Charnay in the early 1880's, 

has long been famous for its great colonnaded 
building. Field work in 1951-53 demonstrates 
that Ake is one of the most important sites in 
north-central Yucatan. There are about 25 con­
spicuous mounds and more than 100 lesser 
mounds, platforms, and other constructions dis­
tributed over an area greater than 2 sq. km. 
Architectural details are given for ten major 
structures characterized by large terraced pyra­
midal substructures with rounded corners. For­

mal low-angle stairways lead to summit build­
ings with multiple doorways. Large roughly 
hewn squared blocks produced a massive style 
of masonry. The vaults have the inverted-step 
type of corbeling typical of the Early Classic. 
The presence of buildings with veneer masonry 
of Puuc style stratigraphically over typical Ake 
block construction confirms the placement of 
the major building period in the Classic. An 
elaborate causeway system includes one sacbe 
that extends 32 km. to Izamal. Both Acanceh 
and Izamal exhibit many similarities to Ake. 
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