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Meet the 2024 Fund for Latino 
Scholarship Recipients
INDIA SIMMONS | ​PROGRAM MANAGER, DIVERSITY, EQUITY, AND INCLUSION PROGRAMS

D
IV

ER
S

IT
Y

 &
 I

N
C

LU
S

IO
N

The APSA Fund for Latino Scholarship’s primary goal is to en-
courage and support the recruitment, retention, and promo-
tion of political science students and scholars who study and 
research Latina/o politics (especially students and tenure 
track junior faculty). Grants for the 2024 cycle were made to 

those individuals whose purposes most clearly match the goals of the 
Fund, and whose proposals most persuasively demonstrate capacity 
for successful completion. Applications for the Fund close annual-
ly each June. Learn more about the Fund for Latino Scholarship at 
https://www.apsanet.org/fls.  

Raquel Centeno is a PhD candidate studying American 
politics and quantitative methods in the political 

science and international relations department 
at the University of Southern California. Her 
research falls largely in the areas of public 
opinion, political psychology, and political 
behavior. Much of Raquel's research is mo-
tivated by questions of how voters’ various 

group identities influence their perceptions of 
politics, and her dissertation uses the cases of 

Latino and White partisans to examine how ra-
cial status threat fuels partisan polarization. Raquel's 

other research also examines how identity interacts with political insti-
tutions to influence voter behavior, including studies of how primary 
systems influence general election turnout among independents and 
how alternative voting methods influence voter sentiment about elec-
tions.

RAQUEL CENTENO

Francy Luna Diaz is an ABD in political science at the 
University of Michigan. Her mixed-methods re-
search centers on transnationalism and misin-
formation, with a dissertation exploring how 
Latinos who maintain transnational ties dif-
fer in their political opinions and behaviors 
compared to those without such ties. Her 
findings indicate that Latinos with transna-
tional ties are more likely to use social me-
dia, hold favorable views of Trump, and be-
lieve that President Biden is promoting socialism 
in the US. These opinions often lead Latinos to align 
with the right, resulting in a shift away from the Democratic Party or an 
inclination to join the Republican Party. Francy Luna Diaz’s research 
has been supported by prestigious awards, including the National 
Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship, the Hanes Wal-
ton Jr. Fellowship, the Phillip Converse Fellowship, the Rackham Merit 
Fellowship, and the APSA Diversity Fellowship. She is deeply grateful 
to the APSA Fund for Latino Scholarship for their generous support, 
which will help bring her closer to completing her dissertation.

FRANCY LUNA DIAZ

Indiana Garcia, a former Fulbright scholar from Nic-
aragua, is pursuing a PhD in public affairs at the 
University of Missouri, focusing on immigra-
tion policy and qualitative research meth-
ods. With nearly two decades of nonprofit 
experience, she has witnessed firsthand 
migration’s profound effects on sending 
and receiving communities. As a migrant 
herself, she is deeply committed to giving 
a humanitarian face to policy by convey-
ing the needs and aspirations of both migrants 
and host societies. Her research, supported by the 
APSA 2024 Fund for Latino Scholarship, explores why migrants in-
creasingly choose nontraditional destinations like Missouri and ex-
amines the policies and conditions that influence these choices. This 
grant will allow her to present her findings at academic conferences 
and conduct further interviews, deepening her understanding of mi-
gration patterns. She aims to bridge policy and human experience, 
offering valuable insights to inform effective strategies for accommo-
dating newcomers and addressing their needs in their new and orig-
inal communities.

INDIANA GARCIA

Bruna Dalmas is a graduate student in political science 
at the University of Missouri. Her research focuses 

on transitional justice mechanisms and their ef-
fects on violence in conflicted democracies. 
Specifically, she investigates how transition-
al justice can contribute to the organization 
of security forces, either helping to prevent 
or potentially exacerbating the escalation 
of violence, the emergence of paramilitary 

groups, and the proliferation of drug cartels. 
As a comparativist from Latin America, her re-

search primarily examines Brazil and Mexico. Bru-
na earned her BA in international business from the Universidade 
do Vale do Itajaí before joining the University of Missouri. With the 
support of the Fund for Latino Scholarship, Bruna plans to continue 
working on data collection and attended the 2024 APSA Annual 

BRUNA DALMAS

Meeting to present her research on the selection of transitional justice 
mechanisms by Latin American countries.

https://www.apsanet.org/fls
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Hope Martinez is a third-year PhD student in the doc-
toral program in the department of political sci-

ence at Georgia State University. Her primary 
research focuses on US Indigenous law and 
politics with a broad interest in judicial poli-
tics, quantitative text analysis, and the effects 
of colonialism. Hope’s dissertation will iden-
tify the mechanisms states use to limit Native 
sovereignty in Indigenous law cases at the 

US Supreme Court. She will leverage her dis-
sertation work to provide knowledge to Tribal 

leaders and advocates of Indigenous protection to 
support their success against colonial efforts. From her experiences 
as a single mother to an Afro-Indigenous child, Hope developed a 
secondary line of research focusing on the decolonization of Indige-
nous mindsets and the restoration of Native culture. She plans to use 
the Latino scholarship to fund a survey analyzing colonial mentality 
within Indigenous communities. Hope earned her BS degree from the 
University of South Florida, an MS degree from the University of Cen-
tral Florida, and her MA from Georgia State University. After grad-
uate school, Hope plans to pursue an academic career and create 
research on Indigenous law and politics while contributing to the lib-
eration of Indigenous and people of color living in colonial structures.

HOPE MARTINEZ

Robert Martinez is a PhD candidate in the department of political sci-
ence at the University of Notre Dame who also holds an MA from the 
Graduate Center at the City University of New York. Broadly focused 
on race and ethnicity, his research centers on political participation, 
immigration politics, and political power. Additionally, he is interest-
ed in the limitations and advancement of survey research among ra-

ROBERT MARTINEZ

Yulenni Venegas-Lopez is a PhD candidate in the depart-
ment of political science at the University of Washing-
ton where she also serves as the Graduate Assis-
tant for the Washington Institute for the Study of 
Inequality and Race (WISIR) and Director of 
the POLS/JSIS/LSJ/GWSS Writing Center. 
Yulenni’s research centers Latino identity and 
how Latinidad’s intersections across gen-
der, race, and immigration status influence 
Latino’s engagement with political institutions. 
Prior to graduate school, she worked to help mi-
grants get access to legal resources, battle work-
place abuses, and in electoral campaigns. The Fund f o r 
Latino Scholarship supported both her attendance in the 2024 APSA 
Annual Meeting and in data collection of her dissertation project, 
which examines Latino Republicanism by studying Latino Republican 
candidates. She seeks to understand what vision of Latinidad these 
candidates represent and interrogates the role gender plays in influ-
encing Latino Republican’s views of Latinidad, immigration, and what 
they present as an alternate path of Latino political empowerment via 
the Republican party. ■

YULENNI VENEGAS-LOPEZ

cial and ethnic minorities. His dissertation examines how 
experiences with racialized discrimination impact 
the political participation and ideology of Lati-
nos in the contemporary United States. He uses 
a mixed-methods approach to his research, 
pairing quantitative analysis with in-depth inter-
views. With the support of the APSA Fund for 
Latino Scholarship, Robert will expand his qual-
itative work and collect in-depth interviews with 
Latinos in the Southwest.


