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Metropolitan Pavlos Menevissoglou (1935-2022)

DimiTRIOS NIKIFOROS

Director of the Private Office of Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew

On 17 February 2022, the Ecumenical Patriarchate announced with sorrow but
also with faith in the resurrection the falling asleep in the Lord of His Eminence
Metropolitan Pavlos Menevissoglou,' who had passed away the day before at the
age of 87. The deceased was not only a prominent Hierarch of the Church of
Constantinople, but also a prolific scholar of Ecclesiastical and Canon Law.
The purpose of this obituary is to shed light on the significant contribution of
the late Metropolitan to the study of the history of the Eastern Orthodox
canonical tradition.

Metropolitan Pavlos was born as Konstantinos Menevissoglou on
27 November 1935,* in Makrohorion (Bakirkdy) on the European side of
Istanbul, Turkey, where he completed his elementary and the first two years
of his secondary education. In 1950, he entered the Theological School of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate on the island of Halki (Heybeliada), one of the
Princes’ Islands in the Sea of Marmara, where he studied for eight years: four
years at high school level (1950-1954) and four years at the Theological
Seminary (1954-1958). While he was in the second year of his theological
studies, on Sunday 1 April 1956 he was ordained to the diaconate and received
the ecclesiastical name Pavlos (Paul). In 1958, he graduated with the highest
distinction from the Theological School of Halki, receiving the title of
‘Teacher of the Orthodox Christian Theology’,? after successful submission
and defence of his bachelor’s dissertation, entitled ‘The Monastic Life
according to St Basil’.#

1 See the Announcement ‘Exdnuio tov MntpomoAitn mpemv Apooceiog IToddov’ [Repose of
Metropolitan Pavlos formerly of Amaseia’], <https://ec-patr.org/exdnpio-tov-pnrponorit-mpodny-
opooel/>, accessed 20 May, 2022.

2 For detailed biographical information about Metropolitan Pavlos, see Metropolitan Pavlos
Menevissoglou, MnporoAitov Zouvndiag «xai mdong Zxavéwvafiog Iavdov (1974—2014)
Teooopakovro émn Apyiepateiag [Metropolitan Pavlos of Sweden and All Scandinavia (1974—2014):
Forty Years of Hierarchical Ministry] (Thessaloniki, 2015), 17-20.

3 ‘Adokodog thg ‘OpBodoEov Xpiotovikig Ogoroyiog.’

4  Deacon Pavlos Menevissoglou, ‘H povayikn (wn kare wov Méyav Baoiieiov [The Monastic Life
according to St Basil] (Halki, 1957-1958) (unpublished bachelor’s dissertation).
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The above-mentioned 8o-page unpublished dissertation could be considered
as the first study of the young deacon Pavlos in the field of Canon Law. Despite
the fact that it was written not under the supervision of Halki Seminary’s
Professor of Canon Law, Fr George Anastasiades, but under the guidance of
the Seminary’s Professor of New Testament, Konstantinos Kallinikos,” whose
influence can be traced especially in the selection of the dissertation’s theme
and title,® as well as in its first chapter about the formation and development
of monasticism,” Pavlos was still able to manifest his great interest for the
study of Church Law. The phrase ‘monastic life’ in the title of his dissertation
is often replaced in the main text of his work by the notion ‘monastic polity’,®
a clear choice in favour of an analysis of the monastic ordinances found in
Basil’s Ascetica, as well as in his ‘clauses in length’ (6pot xkara wAdzog) and ‘in
epitome form’ (Gpor kar’ émrounv),’ not from a moral but from an
institutional point of view, as ecclesial regulatory instruments. This is
precisely how these texts are treated in the modern literature of Eastern
Canon Law, despite the fact that they have never been officially recognised as
part of the corpus canonum of the Orthodox Church.®

Pavlos’ originality in his bachelor’s dissertation becomes more evident after a
close look at the bibliographical catalogue at the end of the work,"” where one can
see how limited the secondary literature on this subject was in the late 1950s, and
how artfully he analysed the above-mentioned primary sources, creating thus a
small treatise on the fourth-century Basilian monastic institutions, which are
frequently termed as ‘legislation’ by Pavlos."” Indeed, the two-partite structure
of his dissertation on ‘the monasteries and their administration’ (part I)"* and
on ‘the personality of the monks’ (part II)** brings to mind contemporary legal
monographs about the ‘Law of the Monastics’, more generally, or the ‘Law of

5  Brief biographical notes for Professors Anastasiades and Kallinikos, see in Vasileios Th. Stavridis,
‘H Tepé: Oeoroyixn Zyoln tiig XdAxng [The Sacred Theological School of Halki] (Thessaloniki, 1988],
360-363 and 398-405, respectively.

6 Since Kallinikos’ own doctoral thesis was on the epistles of Basil the Great.

7 A significant part of the dissertation’s first part is dedicated to the Scriptural foundations of
asceticism. See Menevissoglou, H povayikn {of, 5—9.

8  See, for example, ibid, 20: ‘100 noArte bLortog TV MOALTOV THG Epninov’ [‘the polity of the citizens of the
desert’]; 23: “zfig uovoyikiis moliteiag’ [‘of the monastic polity’].

9  Ibid, 21-24.

10 See Panteleimon Rodopoulos, An Overview of Orthodox Canon Law (Rollinsford, NH, 2007), 55: ‘The
[monastic] canons of Pachomios and Basil the Great were never ratified by any synod, but the
prestige of their authors and their widespread use has given them, in practice at least if not in
law, an authority which is hardly less than those canons ... which have been officially recognized
by the Church as sources of Law’.

un  Itis just one page. See Menevissoglou, ‘H povayikn {on, 77.

12 See, for example, ibid, 24: ‘Bocthetovn vopobesio’ [‘Basilian legislation’]; 25: ‘eig v vopobeciov
ovtod’ [‘in his legislation’]; 26: ‘tiig tekeiog todtng povaoticiic vopobesiog [‘of this perfect
monastic legislation’].

13 ‘At Movad kot 1 Sroiknoig avtdv.” Part I covers pages 27-50.

14 “H mpoconicomg tod Movoyod.” Part I covers pages 51—76.
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Mount Athos’, in particular. Therefore, deacon Pavlos was very modest in his
Prologue, when he characterised his work as a ‘rudimentary’ piece. He was
cognisant, though, of the fact that the main purpose of the bachelor’s
dissertation was to immerse him into the method of scholarly academic
writing and to assist him in ‘future scientific studies’.'® Indeed, the young
graduate of Halki would devote his entire clerical life to the service of the
Church and of the canonical discipline.

Immediately after his graduation, Pavlos was hired at the headquarters of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate in Phanar, Istanbul, where he served with great
dedication for 16 years, first as secretary of Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras
of blessed memory (July to December 1958), then as secretary in the Chief
Secretariat of the Holy and Sacred Synod (December 1958 to April 1964),
briefly as Codicographer (Clerk) (April to July 1964), later as Undersecretary
(July 1964 to November 1970) and finally as Chief Secretary of the Synod
(November 1970 to April 1974). Since the position of Chief Secretary is
reserved for presbyters and not for deacons, immediately after his
appointment, Pavlos was ordained to the priesthood on 30 November 1970,
the feast of St Andrew, patron Saint of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, and a few
days later, on 4 December 1970, he was tonsured Archimandrite by
Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras.

The ministry at the Chief Secretariat requires excellent command of
katharevousa Greek,"” and the Chief Secretary has to be also well-versed in the
Eastern Orthodox canonical tradition. Pavlos had learned at Halki Seminary a
high level of katharevousa, as can be testified from all his writings, which are
linguistic masterpieces. However, he realised from an early point the need to
also receive advanced training in Canon Law. For this reason, in parallel with
his administrative duties at the Chief Secretariat, he continued his theological
studies at the School of Theology of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki,
where he submitted and defended his doctoral thesis in June 1972, receiving
the title of ‘Doctor of Theology’ with distinction on 27 January 1973, while he
was Chief Secretary.

15 Menevissoglou, ‘H uovayixn {wn, 3: ‘“TpeTOAEOV .

16 1bid: ‘6 duecog oxomdg thg Sotpiiig TadTg eivon 1 £xpddnoig 0 1Pénov THG EMGTNUOVIKAG
€pyooiag mpog vmoPondnowy meportépo Emotuovik@v pedetdv’ [‘The direct purpose of this
dissertation is to teach the way of scientific work, offering assistance for further scientific studies’].

17 For katharevousa Greek as the official language of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, see
Christina Argyropoulou, TAdcoo kot e€ovoia péco and mowkilo keipeva oty kobopevovoo. kot
™ dnuotikn popen g eAMVIKNG YAdooos, 1967-1994° [‘Language and Power through Various
Texts in the Katharevousa and the Vernacular Form of the Greek Language, 1967-1994’], Epkvva:
Embedpnon Exrmoudevrikev—Emornuovikdv Ogudrov [Erkyna: Review of Educational—Scientific
Issues] 7 (2015): 52—69, at 62, who mentions that ‘the message of the Ecumenical Patriarch of
Constantinople is always written in katharevousa and, symbolically highlights the continuity of the
Phanariot tradition’ [‘to pfAvupor tov Owovpevikod Totpiépyn Kovotovtivoumoing ypdpeton
névTo STV KoBOPEVOVOD. KO, GUUPOALKE, OVOLSELKVVEL T1 GUVEXELDL TNG PAVOPLATIKNG TopBdoonc].
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Interestingly enough, though, he chose a topic for his thesis not purely in the
field of Canon Law, but actually in its intersection with Liturgical Theology: ‘The
Holy Myrrh in the Eastern Orthodox Church, Especially in Accordance with the
Sources and the Practice of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Modern Times."
The Holy Myrrh,’” a concentrated aromatic oil brewed from a variety of
fragrant substances (in total 57), symbolising the diverse gifts of the Holy
Spirit, is used in the Eastern Church mainly in the sacrament of chrismation,
i.e. confirmation, which is celebrated together with the sacrament of baptism
in a single rite,** as well as in the service for the reception of converts and
penitents, but also for the consecration of holy altars and dedication of holy
temples. Based on the Orthodox canonical tradition, the sanctification of the
Holy Myrrh is a prerogative of the Ecumenical Patriarch, with the special
service taking place approximately every ten years at the Patriarchal Church of
St George in Phanar, on Holy Thursday morning, during the Divine Liturgy,
while the preparation of the chafing of the Myrrh begins on Holy Monday and
concludes on Holy Wednesday.

The selection of this particular topic by Pavlos, under the supervision of the
renown Professor of Liturgics Ioannis M Foundoulis,” was made precisely in
connection with the needs of his ministry at the Chief Secretariat, since, as he
explains in the Prologue of his thesis, his participation in the Synodal
Committee for the preparation of new Holy Myrrh in 1970 made him realise
the lack of specialised studies not only on the subject of the consecration of
the Myrrh, but also on its history, theology and ecclesiology.** For this reason,
he decided to write his doctorate on this theme.

18  Archimandrite Pavlos Menevissoglou, 70 dytov Mipov év tfj Op6oSééw Avarolik ExkAnoiq isig
KQTa T0G INY0G Kal Ty mpdéty v veatépov ypovov 100 Oikovuevikob Hatpiapyeiov [The Holy
Myrrh in the Eastern Orthodox Church, Especially in Accordance with the Sources and the Practice of
the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Modern Times] (Thessaloniki, 1972).

19  For a brief overview about the Holy Myrrh, its way of preparation and the services of consecration, as
well as its various usages, see Ecumenical Patriarchate, Holy Myrrh in the Orthodox Church (Istanbul,
Holy Easter 2022), 5—9. This text was originally written in Greek by Menevissoglou in 1973, and since
then it has been consistently reproduced for all the subsequent consecrations of Holy Myrrh that took
place in the Patriarchal Church of St George, the most recent occurring on Holy Thursday 2022.

20 For the rite of confirmation (chrismation) in the Eastern Orthodox Church, see Norman Doe,
Christian Law: Contemporary Principles (Cambridge, 2013), 243-244.

21 For Professor Foundoulis see the detailed biography by Panagiotis I Skaltsis, “O Aettovpylordyog
Kofnynmg Todvvng M. ®ouvvtoving (1927-2007). ‘H mpoconucdémto koi 10 €pyo tov’ [‘The
Liturgiologist Professor Ioannis M. Foundoulis (1927-2007). His Personality and Work’], in
I'nboovvov XéPfacua—Avridwpov Tuns kal MVAUNSG EIG TOV HaKOpLoTOV Kobnynmv i
Agrovpyikng Twdvvy M. @ovvrolAnv (+2007) [Gladsome Honor—Reciprocation of Tribute and
Memory to the Late Professor of Liturgics Ioannis M. Foundoulis], vol. I, Panagiotis I Skaltsis and
Archimandrite Nicodemos A Skrettas (eds) (Thessaloniki, 2013), 25-92.

22 See Menevissoglou, To dyiov Mipov, 13:

qoyoAn0EvTeg Eoytmg, £v TN 130T UMY O nEAOLG TG €mtl T TTotplopyikod Mupoguiakiov
kol Zxkevopulokiov 'Enttponiig, €KtevEatepOv Tag Tept 10 Gytov Mupov, kol 81 €v ox€oet Tpog
™MV dmoeooicbeicay Topockevy, EYnoty Kol kafayiooty to0Tov kot vy Ayiov kol Meyoinv
ITéunmy 100 compiov €T0Vg 1970, SIEMOTOCOUEV TV EUPVT] EAAEWYLY BBV TEPL adTO
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Pavlos’ thesis consists of four chapters. The first two deal with liturgical
issues: the composition and consecration of the Holy Myrrh,*® while the last
two are focused on canonical matters: the ‘law of the consecration of the Holy
Myrrh?, as well as its various usages.>* In these last two chapters
Menevissoglou reveals his qualities as skilled canonist, with his clarity of
thought and expression, thoroughness of analysis, and attention to detail.
Especially in the third chapter, Chief Secretary Pavlos shows his mastery of
this subject by proficiently explaining how the right of consecration was
exclusively reserved from the early centuries of Christianity only to bishops,
later to the primates of the local Orthodox Churches and finally only to the
Ecumenical Patriarch. Despite the fact that the defence of this special
responsibility of His All-Holiness would seem natural for a clergyman of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Menevissoglou’s analysis is characterised by
objectivity, as it is based on primary sources mainly from the Minutes of the
Holy and Sacred Synod, as well as from documents found in the Patriarchal
Archives.

Pavlos’ doctoral thesis was published in the series ‘Analecta Vlatadon’ (No. 14)
of the Patriarchal Institute for Patristic Studies (Thessaloniki) in 1972, receiving
acclamatory reviews,* and it soon came out in print. The demand for new copies
of this book was particularly increased in 1983, due to the decision of the Holy
and Sacred Synod to consecrate new myrrh during Holy Week of that year,
and led to its reprint by the same press.

Menevissoglou’s interest for this topic remained unwavering, and in the
following years he published in academic journals and yearbooks a series of
smaller studies, which he later re-worked and compiled, together with other
unpublished articles that he had written on the same subject, in a volume
entitled ‘Studies on the Holy Myrrh’ (Athens, 1999).2® This book contains 12
papers which deal with issues either not covered in his thesis or mentioned
only briefly and unsystematically there.*” For this reason, Pavlos regarded the

UEAETMV, BPOPMOCMY 0V UOVOV €16 TOV KABAylolGHOV 0rDTOD, GAL" €TL KOl €1g 0TIV THV 1oTopiowy,
Ty €xkAnolodoyio koi v Bgodoyiov tovtov [having dealt lately, on our capacity as member
of the Committee for the Patriarchal Myrrhophylakion and Skevophylakion (Treasury), to a
greater extent with the holy Myrrh, and more specifically in relation to the decision about its
preparation, chafing and consecration during the Holy and Great Thursday of the year of the
Lord 1970, we realized the apparent lack of specialized studies on it, concerning not only its
consecration, but also its history, ecclesiology and theology].

23 Chapter A: The Constitution and Composition of the Holy Myrrh [H cvotaoig koi obvOeoig tod
&yiov MOpov); chapter B: The Consecration of the Holy Myrrh [O koBayioopog 100 dyiov Mopov].

24 Chapter C: The Law of the Consecration of the Holy Myrrh [Té Sixotov 100 kaBoryiéle 10 ytov
Mvpov]; chapter D: The Use of the Holy Myrrh [H yxpricig 100 éryiov Mupov].

25 By Metropolitan Chrysostomos (Constantinides) of Myra in the Constantinopolitan newspaper
‘Apoyevmatini [‘Afternoon’], 26-27 March 1973 and by Alphonse Raes in Orientalia Christiana
Periodica 39 (1973), 509511

26 Pavlos Menevissoglou, MeAetiuara nepi cyiov Mipov [Studies on the Holy Myrrh] (Athens, 1999).

27 Ibid, 8: “Ev 1 mpoypotikdnt 6 toHog 0VT0g GmoTeAEl THY GuvEXElw f| 10 GUUTANPOUC TOD
TPOYEVEGTEPOL €pyov Nudv ‘TO Grytov Mipov €v 1 ‘'OpB0ddEw Avorrorikti 'ExkAncie’, dedouévov
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1999 edition as a necessary supplement, as a second volume, to his doctorate,
especially in those cases, where, following newer scholarly findings, he
changed the opinion that he had initially expressed in his thesis.?®
Menevissoglou received positive feedback about this volume, among others by
Professor Foundoulis,*® his doctoral supervisor, who praised his former
student for his academic accomplishments.

Despite the fact that the subject of the Holy Myrrh remained dear to Pavlos’s
heart throughout his life and he continued publishing articles on this topic even
after 1999,°>° there was a gradual shift in the themes of Menevissoglou’s
scholarly interest, with the selection of themes purely in the field of Canon
Law, following his election by the Holy and Sacred Synod as Metropolitan of
Sweden and all Scandinavia on 30 April 1974, and his episcopal consecration
on 12 May 1974. The determining factor for this change was his enrollment at
the Law School of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, shortly after the
completion of his doctoral studies. The decision of Pavlos to supplement his
theological formation with legal training testifies to his belief that a true
canonist has to combine the pastoral sensitivity of the theologian with the
legal precision of the lawyer, since Canon Law is par excellence the subject of
confluence of law and theology.

In 1977, the year of his graduation from the Law School, Menevissoglou
published the ‘most legal’ of his studies on the topic ‘Religious divorce and
Spiritual Dissolution of Marriage Abroad’.* In this article, Pavlos deals with
the issue of the ecclesiastical dissolution of marriage in the cases of pre-

St elg 1o peAe oo T tepLopBovopevea ig tov dvo: xelpag topov €€etdllovton £mt uépoug BEnata,
Gtvar 1) 0030 e €Eetdilovton €v 1@ €pyw Nudv ‘To Gyov Mipov...” §j €€etdlovton uév, oAlO
TOPEPTTTOVTOG kKol oVxl ovotuotik®s [‘In reality, this volume is the continuation or the
supplement of our prior work ‘The Holy Myrrh in the Eastern Orthodox Church,” taking into
consideration the fact that in the studies included in this volume are examined specialized topics,
which either are not covered at all in our work ‘The Holy Myrrh. .. or they are raised, but only in
passing and not systematically’].

28  Ibid: ‘0cdikig €mopovikov T Topiopa i GAAN iotopikn eidnoig 7y xpovoroyikn Tig EvEei&is ypoupeTon
AEws €v 1 ovyypduatt ‘To Gywov Mupov... kol GAEwmG €v Tvi 1@V HEAETNUGTOV, TOV
TEPLOLPOVOUEVOV E1G TOV GVOL XEIPOG TOUOV, TOVTO GNUOLVEL OTL TO UETOYEVEGTEPWG YPOPOUEVOV
elvon 6pBoTepov | mBavotepov Exeivov, Smep ypduen kot 1O £tog 1972 [In those cases that a
scientific finding or another historical fact or a chronological indication is mentioned differently
in our work ‘The Holy Myrrh’ from what is written in any of the studies included in this volume,
this means that what has been written subsequently is more accurate or more probable than that
written in the year 1972’]. Menevissoglou then provides two examples of such cases.

29 loannis Foundoulis in KAnpovouia [Inheritance] 31 (1999), 389—-391. See also Elisabeth Piltz in
Kyrkohistorisk Arsskrift [Church History Yearbook] (2006), 217-218.

30 See Pavlos Menevissoglou, ‘Mveio dvundpktov koboywoudv €ig 300 Tpocedtovs £xdocels nept
&yiov MUpov’ [‘Reference to non-existing Consecrations in two Recent Editions about the Holy
Myrrh’], Opbodoéia [Orthodoxy] 9 (2002), 360-363; ‘Moptupion kobayopod cyiov Mupov 10
£106 1703 €v 1@ Oikovuevik® Iotplopyein’ ["Witnesses of Consecration of Holy Myrrh at the
Ecumenical Patriarchate in the Year 1703’], OpBodoéia [Orthodoxy] 12 (2005), 807-816.

31 Pavlos Menevissoglou, Opnokevtikov Stalvyiov kai mvevuarikn Avoig 100 yauov év tij aAlodani
[Religious Divorse and Spiritual Dissolution of Marriage Abroad) (offprint; Athens, 1977).
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existing judicial decisions of divorce, providing legal solution to a canonical
problem with significant pastoral implications. This study was warmly
welcomed by other Metropolitans of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Europe,
facing the same administrative problem,** and its great demand led to its
publication as a special offprint.

However, the main bulk of Metropolitan Pavlos’ publications from 1974
onwards was early versions of sections from his magnum opus ‘An Historical
Introduction to the Canons of the Orthodox Church’, printed in 1990 as
publication of the Holy Metropolis of Sweden and all Scandinavia,®® to which
the monograph was dedicated on the occasion of the twentieth anniversary
since the Metropolis” establishment (1969-1989).>* The drafting of this study,
which lasted almost a decade, covered a serious lacuna in the history of the
formation of the Orthodox canonical tradition. In 653 pages, Menevissoglou
provided an extensive critical survey of the development of the main Eastern
collections, as well as of all the core sources of the Byzantine corpus canonum.
Despite the fact that in some of its outcomes, in particular in the chapter
about the Apostolic Canons, Pavlos’ research has been superseded by newer
scientific findings, it still remains classic reading and a must for any serious
scholar of Orthodox Canon Law3® Indeed, Menevissoglou’s ‘Historical
Introduction’ is a constant reference point in all the subsequent literature in
this field, with multiple citations, as well as a source of admiration for the
scientific thoroughness and accuracy of its author. This work has been a true
landmark in the study of the sources of Eastern Canon Law, as it was
highlighted in the many glowing reviews that were published shortly after its

32 Ibid, 5: “Eawv 8ideton €miong €ig v dnuooctodtnro, todto yiveton kot Tpotpomiy eidwv Tepopydv €v
Th dArodomf, GvTipeTOmlovioy 0 avTd SotknTikov Kol ToovtoptkOv TpdfAnue’ [‘This study is
published at the exhortation of friend Hierarchs abroad, facing the same administrative and
pastoral problem’].

33 Pavlos Menevissoglou, Toropikn) eicaywyn eis tovs kavovas tis Opbodotov ExkAnocios [An
Historical Introduction to the Canons of the Orthodox Church] (Stockholm, 1990).

34 See the dedication in ibid, 7: ‘Eig v Tepav Mntpdmoiv Zoundiog koi mhong Zkovdvoiog €nt
npdm gikocoetio (1969-1989) md THg i8pvoemg avtiic’ [‘To the Holy Metropolis of Sweden and
all Scandinavia on the occasion of the first twenty years (1969-1989) since its foundation’].

35 See, for example, Heinz Ohme, ‘Sources of the Greek Canon Law to the Quinisext Council (691/2)—
Councils and Church Fathers’, in The History of Byzantine and Eastern Canon Law to 1500, Wilfried
Hartmann and Kenneth Pennington (eds) (Washington, DC, 2012), 24-114, at 32 (and n. 37), who
challenges Menevissoglou's method in Toropixn eicaywyn, 109-114 and 19-120, ‘to prove the
apostolic origins of the Canons of the Apostles’ on the basis of considering ‘the phrases kovov
OMOGTOMKOG OF €KKANGLOOTIKOG or Opxoiog ... in the sources’ of the corpus canonum as
‘references to those collections of canons’. For Ohme, ‘references in texts before 394 that contain
these phrases should be understood to mean that a canon rested on an ecclesiastical norm or
practice dating from the time of the apostles’.

36 See, for example, from the most recent scholarship in this field, David Wagschal, Law and Legality in
the Greek East: The Byzantine Canonical Tradition, 381883 (Oxford, 2015), 32 (and n. 21): “The more
comprehensive, but older, Historike is also invaluable’.
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circulation,’” among others by Metropolitan Pavlos’ Professor and supervisor at
Halki Konstantinos Kallinikos, who expressed his praise and gratitude® to his
former student for this ‘rare, seriously scientific, well-documented,
well-written . .. manual, which will have permanent and long-lasting life’.>°

Menevissoglou’s publications in the area of the history of the sources of
Canon Law continued with a gap of 16 years, since his next book was printed
in 2006,*° followed by another three, which were consecutively published in
the years 2007,* 2008** and 2009.® In all these treatises Pavlos deals with
the first printed editions of the Eastern corpus canonum in the West during
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries** and the influence that they exerted
on the post-Byzantine Greek collections of canons, which started making their
appearance in the eighteenth century® and continued throughout the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries.*® The Metropolitan did not fail to also
cover the manuscript tradition from which the above-mentioned Western and
Greek canonical collections of the Eastern canonical corpus were derived, by
presenting in great detail two ‘precious manuscripts of sacred canons (Patmos
172—Athens 1372)’ that were the basis for all these modern editions.*”

With the above-mentioned books Pavlos made a significant scholarly
contribution to a greatly under-studied and even neglected area in the history
of the Eastern Orthodox canonical tradition. All these four publications should
be regarded as part 2 of Menevissoglou’s ‘Historical Introduction’, not simply
in terms of content, but primarily because this was the intention of their
author, whose original planning was the chapters of these volumes to be
included in his 1990 monograph. Nevertheless, the realisation that the

37 By his former Professor at Halki Vasileios Stavridis in ‘ExxAnoia [Ecclesia] 67 (1990): 590-591; by
Athens University Professor Panayiotis Christinakis in Xpioniavog [Christian] 29 (1990): 179-180;
by the then Eastern-Catholic priest (now Bishop of Gratianoupolis) Dimitrios Salachas in the
newspaper KaBoAwkn [Catholic] 2606 (30 April 1991), 3; and in Orientalia Christiana Periodica 58
(1992): 589-591; as well as by Albert Failler in Revue des Etudes Byzantines [Review of Byzantine
Studies] 50 (1992): 310-311.

38 Konstantinos Kallinikos in ©=odoyia [Theology] 61 (1990): 532—534, at 534: ‘Elvon #pyo, mob é&iet mv
€Vyvopooivn pog kot tov dikato €nouvo’ [‘This is a work that deserves our gratitude and rightful
praise’].

39 1Ibid, 532: ‘ondvio, coPopd EMGTNUOVIKS, TEKUNPLOUEVO, KOAOYPOUUEVO . .. 'Eyxepidio, mob 60 €xn
pévun kol pokpoypovio Lon'.

40 Pavlos Menevissoglou, Avo modbtiua yeipdypage iepdv kavovov (Iamov 172—A0nvév 1372) [Two
Precious Manuscripts of the Holy Canons (Patmos 172—Athens 1372)] (Katerini, 20006).

41 Pavlos Menevissoglou, Ai éx860€1g 1@V iepdv Kavovav kara v 160v kal 170v aidva (1531-1672)
[The Editions of Sacred Canons during the 16th and 17th Century (1531-1672)] (Katerini, 2007).

42 Pavlos Menevissoglou, To IInddAwov kai dAAar €kS60€lg iep@dv Kavovwv katd Tov 18ov aidvea [The
Pedalion and Other Editions of Sacred Canons during the 18th Century] (Katerini, 2008).

43 Pavlos Menevissoglou, To Zovrayua PaAAn kai TTotAf} ki GAAat EKSO0ELS LEPOV KAVOVOV KATA TOV
190v kai 200v aidvea [The Constitution of Rallis and Potlis and Other Editions of Sacred Canons during the
19th and the 20th Centuries) (Katerini, 2009).

44 Menevissoglou, Ai €éxdooeig, passim.

45 Menevissoglou, To ITnédAwov, passim.

46 Menevissoglou, 70 Zvvrayua, passim.

47 Menevissoglou, Ao moAvtiue, passim.
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addition of such a substantial number of pages to an already 653-page-long study
would make it unhandy and impractical, prevented him from carrying on with
his initial planning. Instead, the chapters from these books, in most of the
cases, appeared first in academic journals as separate studies,*® and after the
encouragement of Metropolitan Professor Dr Grigorios (Papathomas) of
Peristerion, they were re-worked by Metropolitan Pavlos and published as
separate volumes in the series ‘Nomocanonical Library’, which is directed by
Papathomas.

In this same series also appeared in 2013 the last publication of
Menevissoglou in the field of Canon Law, the ‘Lexicon of the Sacred
Canons’,*° a concordance to the canons, containing in alphabetical order all
the words found in the approximately 770 canons of the Eastern corpus,
showing in which particular canons these words appear. This concordance
was made by Metropolitan Pavlos for personal usage, to assist himself in his
administrative and scholarly work. Nevertheless, wupon constant
encouragement, he was persuaded to publish it,’° covering a serious need in
the literature and opening new avenues for research, such as in the area of
philological and linguistic studies to the corpus canonum.

On 5 May 2014, after 40 years of episcopal ministry in the Metropolis of
Sweden, Pavlos was elected by the Holy and Sacred Synod Metropolitan of the

48  See Menevissoglou, To Zovrayua, 13-14:

"Ev 1} mporyportikdTnTL T0 LEAETALLOTOL TOL TEPIAUUPAVOUEVEDL E1G TOV TOPOVTOL TOUOV KOl TO GUVOLPT
uedetiuoro. 10 TeEPIANeOEvTo. £1g TponynoEvtog 800 TOpovE, TOV ToHoV ‘Al €kSOGELS TOV lEPDV
Kowoveov koo v 160v Kol 170v aidve’ (@eccorovikn 2007) kot tov topov “To TInddhov kod
Ao €xdooelg iepdv kavovev kate tov 180v oidve’ (Oeccodovikn 2008), dmotelodv
TEPOTEP® EpELVOV KOou OvamTuElY KeQoAoiov, VmO OV TiTAOV ‘oi €KBOCES TV 1EPOV
Kavovev’, onep mpowpileto 6nmg nepiAnebn €ig 10 ovyypoppo Mudv “lotopikn eicaywyn €ig
1005 Kawovog Thg ‘OpBodogov "ExxAnciog (Ztokydoiun 1990). ‘H €xtooig dpwg 100 eipnuévou
cuyypbupatog (oedideg 653), dev €métpeye 101 TV ouvumepiAnyv gig owTd 100 Mg Gve
KEQOAOIOV, TO OTOIOV €K TAV VOTEPMV GMETEAEGE TV PBOGLY Kol TNV Souny TV UEAETUATOV
MUV, €v oxE0eL TPOG TOG doPOPOUg EKBOCELS TOV 1EPOV KOVOVEOV KT TOVG TOPEABOVTOG
TEVTE 0UMVOG, 0o 10D £T0VG 1531 HEYXPL TOV TEAEVTOLMV dEKOETIAY T0D 2000 aidvog [In reality,
the studies included in this volume and the related studies included in two previous volumes,
the volume ‘The Editions of Sacred Canons during the 16th and 17th Centuries’ (Thessaloniki,
2007) and the volume ‘The Pedalion and Other Editions of Sacred Canons during the 18th
Century’ (Thessaloniki 2008) comprise further research and development of a chapter, under
the title ‘the editions of sacred canons’, which was meant to be included in our book ‘An
Historical Introduction to the Canons of the Orthodox Church’ (Stockholm, 1990).
Nevertheless, the length of the above-mentioned work (653 pages), did not allow then the
inclusion in it of this chapter, which later became the basis and structure of our studies in
relation to the various editions of sacred canons during the previous five centuries, from the
year 1531 to the last decades of the twentieth century].
49 Pavlos Menevissoglou, Ae&ikov v igpdv kavovev [Lexicon of the Sacred Canons] (Katerini, 2013).
5o Ibid, u: ‘Eig v kortéiptioty 100 avd xelpog ‘AeEikod’ TpoéPnuev npd ToALDY £TOV ATOKAEIGTIK®DG 10
TPOCOTIKTV NUAV xpiov. Dikot, Suws, yvwpifovieg v tmapéiv 100 Aeikot’, morrdkic €intovy, kol
HoAMoTOL HET EMOVAG, TV Tomolg €kdooty owtod’ [“We compiled this ‘lexicon’ many years ago
exclusively for our personal usage. However, friends, knowing about the existence of the ‘lexicon,’
many times requested, even with persistence, its printed publication’].
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historic diocese of Amaseia in Pontus (Turkey),” as part of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate’s attempt to renew its Hierarchy in Western Europe, with the
election of younger Metropolitans for its bishoprics there. Pavlos did not
accept his transfer to the see of Amaseia’* and the Holy and Sacred Synod
included him among the retired Hierarchs of the Ecumenical Throne.

In the first book that Metropolitan Pavlos published in January 2015, a few
months after his retirement, covering in detail his 40 years of ministry as
Metropolitan of Sweden and all Scandinavia (1974—2014), he dedicated the last
chapter of this autobiographical work to the events surrounding his transfer
from the Metropolis of Sweden to the one of Amaseia.”® Seeking recourse to
Canon Law, Pavlos explained his decision not to accept his election as
Metropolitan of Amaseia, arguing that the bond between a bishop and his see is
lifelong and it can be broken only with his death (sede vacante) or in the cases of
the bishop’s resignation, request for transfer to another diocese or permanent
suspension/deposition, after judicial decision.>* Pavlos emphasised that he had
neither submitted his resignation (written or oral), nor he had made a petition
or at least given his consent for his transfer to another Metropolis and, of
course, there was no pending canonical charge against him.>

On these canonical grounds, Menevissoglou proposed to the Holy and Sacred
Synod the annulment of his election as Metropolitan of Amaseia®® and his

51 See the telegram that Metropolitan Pavlos received in Menevissoglou, Mnzporoiitov Zovndiag, 209:
“Iepdrotov Mntpomoritnv Apoceiog kvptov [Todrov, elg Zrokyoiuny. Evyopicteg yvepilopev dulv
6t onuepov €€eléymte mopymeel MmrpomoAitng thg Aywwtdtng Mnrpomddiewg Apooeiog.
Svyyoipopev kol aonolouedo adereikds. Iatpidpyng BapbBoropoioc. davépov, 5 Maiov 2014’
[‘To the Most Rev Metropolitan Pavlos of Amaseia, in Stockholm. With gladness we notify you
that today you were unanimously elected Metropolitan of the Most Holy Metropolis of Amaseia.
We congratulate and embrace you with a brotherly kiss. Patriarch Bartholomew. Phanar, 5 May
2014’].

52 Ibid, 210:

‘O Mntponoritg [TodAog, Gvev 100 ELayiotov doToyoD, dev anedéyn Ty andeacty TtV 100
Torpropyeiov, d&v Edwkev dmdvinoty £ig 10 telefax, olte €télece kotd Ty £kkANcLO0TIKTY TEEWY
10 Aeyduevov Méya Mnvupo kot v Evyopiotiav. ‘Qg yveotov, i un ieotg o0 Meydiov
Mnvopotog koi thg Evyoplotiog onuaiver 8t 0 €xheyelg f| O petatebeic dpylepels S&v
«déyeton 10 E€mitoypor, NTol dEV OmMOSEYETOL THV YEVOUEVNV €KAOYNV 1| pETOPESY 00TOD
[Metropolitan Pavlos, without the slightest hesitation, did not accept this decision of the
Patriarchate, he did not send a reply to the telefax, nor did he perform, in accordance with the
ecclesiastical order, the so-called Great Message and the Service of Thanksgiving. As it is
known, the non-officiation of the Great Message and of the Service of Thanksgiving means
that the elected or transferred Hierarch does not ‘accept the injunction’, namely he does not
accept his election or transfer].

53 Menevissoglou, Mnzpomoiitov Zovndiag, 207-213.

54 Ibid, 211.

55  Ibid, 21—212.

56 Examples of annulment of episcopal elections by decision of the Holy and Sacred Synod of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate in those cases that the elected hierarch did not accept his election see in
Archimandrite Pavlos Menevissoglou, ‘Tlepi tiv €ékAoyny koi kKotdotooty dpylepéwv, oNLepov, €v
1@ Oikovuevik®d Totpropyeio’ [‘On the Election and Installation of Hierarchs in the Ecumenical
Patriarchate Today’], Zrdyvg [Stachys] 19-26 (1969-1971): 105-137, at 121 (and n. 34).
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recognition as ‘Metropolitan Pavlos, formerly of Sweden and all Scandinavia’.>
The Synod did not accept this solution’® and Pavlos was officially registered as
‘Metropolitan formerly of Amaseia’,’® a title that he never recognised, signing
instead as ‘Metropolitan Pavlos (Menevissoglou)'.

In the remaining years of his life, Pavlos did not publish any other study in the
field of Canon Law. His last book, published in 2017, is a historical overview of
the foundation and development of the Ecumenical Patriarchate’s Metropolis of
Sweden and all Scandinavia (1969-2014).°° This study is actually the final
outcome of the merging of the re-edited chapters from an earlier book of
Menevissoglou on exactly the same topic,® as well as of his above-mentioned
2015 autobiographical work on his 40 years as Metropolitan of Sweden.®
Menevissoglou’s ‘swansong’, revised editions of which were printed in 2017
and 2020, beyond a valuable contribution to the history of this particular
Metropolis of the Ecumenical Throne, reflects also the need of its author to
refute the charge that the main reason for his transfer to the Metropolis of
Amaseia was the fact that ‘he didn’t do anything’ as Metropolitan. 3

In 300 pages, Metropolitan Pavlos deals in great detail with his efforts to acquire
and renovate during his tenure four temples of worship in Sweden®* and

57 See Metropolitan Pavlos' letter to His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew in
Menevissoglou, Mnzpomoditov Zovndiag, 210: ‘Tlovayuwtote Aéomote, Aur 100 TopdvTog VToBGAL®
evhofide, Ot ypnuoticos €mi tecoopdrovio. cuveyoueva £m Mrnrponoiitng Zoundiog kol mhong
Tkovdwvapiog, dev dOvopon 6mesg dmodexdd TV YEVOUEVNV TPOceitmg UETOBEGTY Hov gig v Tepav
Mmpémolv Apoceiog, kol €kepdlm Ty TapdkAnoy Onmg cuveyion Ty EkKANcLooTikiy pov {mny
s Mntponoiritg mpanv Zovndiog kod méong Zxovdvoiog. Meta Babutdtov cefoocuod. Xtokyoiun, 5
‘Tovviov 2014. + Mntportoditg ITadrog [Your All-Holiness Master, With this letter I respectfully
submit that, having served for forty consecutive years as Metropolitan of Sweden and all Scandinavia,
I cannot accept my recent transfer to the Holy Metropolis of Amaseia and I express the entreaty to
continue my ecclesiastical life as Metropolitan formerly of Sweden and all Scandinavia. With deepest
respect. Stockholm, 5 June 2014. + Metropolitan Pavlos’].

58 See ibid, 212—213.

59 See the list of the retired Hierarchs of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Exetnpis 100 Oikovuevikod
Harpropyeiov érovs 2022 [Yearbook of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of the Year 2022], Metropolitan
Athenagoras of Kydoniai (ed), assisted by the Grand Archimandrite Agathangelos, Archivist of the
Patriarchate (Thessaloniki, 2021), 525: ‘0 mp. Apaoceiog k. ITadlog, €v Zroxyxoiun’ [‘Pavlos,
formerly of Amaseia, in Stockholm’].

60 Metropolitan Pavlos Menevissoglou, ‘H iotopia s Tepds Mntpordlews Zovndiag kai mdong
Zxavéwvapiag (1969—2014) [The History of the Holy Metropolis of Sweden and all Scandinavia (1969—
2014)] (Thessaloniki, 2017).

61 Pavlos Menevissoglou, H Tepd Mnpémoiig Zovndiag kol mdons Zxavdivapfiog, 1969-1994 (Iotopixa
Znuewduara) [The Holy Metropolis of Sweden and all Scandinavia, 1969-1994 (Historical Notes)]
(Athens, 1994).

62 Menevissoglou, Mntporolitov Zovndiag, passim.

63 Seeibid, 9: ‘“ficovedn ko’ EnoveAnyy, kKoi Aéyeton £Tt kol oHuepoOV Yopis oidd’, 6116 Mntponoditng
IModrog €madon €k v €v Evepyeia koBNKOVIOVY 0wTod €nedn ‘d&v Exopve timote” [‘It has been
repeatedly heard, and it is said even today ‘without shame,” that Metropolitan Pavlos was
dismissed from his active duties because ‘he didn’t do anything”].

64 Beside the Metropolitan Church of St George in Stockholm, the other two churches that were
acquired in Sweden by the Metropolis during the tenure of Metropolitan Pavlos were the Holy
Church of St Paul in Uppsala and the Holy Church of the Holy Trinity in Gothenburg. See
Menevissoglou, H iotopia, 129-139 and 155-174, respectively.
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Norway,” including the Metropolitan Church of St George in Stockholm,® as well
as with the organisation of three more parishes in Sweden® and one in
Denmark.®® Menevissoglou does not fail to also cover his actions to restructure
administratively the Metropolis in accordance with Eastern Orthodox Canon
Law®® and to legally safeguard its status through its recognition initially as a
legal person of private law, and after 2007y, additionally as a ‘registered
religion’.”° Pavlos’ analysis clearly shows that all his above-mentioned actions
express his unwavering adherence to the canonical tradition of the Church, as
well as that his legal training was a critical asset to the success of his endeavours.

In the same vein, in the 14th chapter of his last book, Pavlos did not fail to
emphasise that, in parallel to his administrative duties as Metropolitan of
Sweden, an essential component of his Hierarchical ministry was his literary
work.” The term ‘literary work’ covers for Menevissoglou not only those of his
studies related directly to the Holy Metropolis of Sweden and the preservation
of its history, but also all his writings in the field of Canon and Ecclesiastical
Law.”* This is also clear from the catalogue that Metropolitan Pavlos added to
the very end of his book with the full list of all his publications,”® the great
majority of which cover topics from the history and the sources of the Eastern
Orthodox canonical tradition. Pavlos’ catalogue of publications includes
10 monographs, one Lexicon, as well as close to 6o articles, starting from the
year 1969 and ending in the year 2015, when his last book was published. In
short, this catalogue closely follows Menevissoglou’s years of ecclesial ministry.

Indeed, from a very early point of Pavlos’ ecclesiastical career, his service as
clergyman was uninterruptedly nurtured from his scholarly accomplishments,
and vice versa. It would not be an exaggeration to mention that the
‘Metropolitan Pavlos’ could not exist without the ‘canonist Menevissoglou'.
Perhaps the most profound evidence to this truth can be found in the last
paragraph of the Prologue to his ‘Historical Introduction to the Canons of the

65 The Holy Church of the Annunciation of the Mother of God in Oslo. See ibid., 141-154.

66 See ibid, 93-127.

67 The parishes of the Apostle Andrew in Malmg, of the Dormition of the Mother of God in Boras and of
St Nicholas in Kalmar. See ibid, 175-184.

68 The parish of St George in Copenhagen. See ibid, 185-191.

69 With the establishment of ‘parishes’ (évopiai), through the new Charter of the Holy Metropolis of
Sweden, in replacement of the pre-existing ‘communities’ (kotvdtnzreg), an institution described as
‘uncanonical’ in the Opinion of Professor Gerasimos Konidaris, issued upon request by
Metropolitan Pavlos in 1977. See ibid, 223-229.

70 See ibid, 242—243.

71 See ibid, 218-221.

72 1bid, 218: “O Mntpomoritng [Todrog, mANV ThG povTidog Ty Ontoiay EMESEIEE S10 TV KATOYpOpTV Ko
Stdiomoy g totopiog g Tepdc Mntpomdrews, TapaAAHAOG TPOG T OPYLEPOLTIKY. 0VTOV KoBkovToL
Mo 0AN6N Kol pe cuyypapikdv €pyov’ [‘Metropolitan Pavlos, beside the care that he showed for the
recording and preservation of the history of the Holy Metropolis, in parallel to his hierarchical duties,
also dealt with literary work’].

73 See this catalogue in Menevissoglou, ‘H iotopia, 295-300.
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Orthodox Church’. There Pavlos confesses: ‘this monograph was written beside
our episcopal duties in the Holy Metropolis of Sweden and all Scandinavia; it
required a lot of effort and not a little time of rest. We hope that the Lord will
accept (even) this offer as ecclesiastical service’.”+

From this paragraph it becomes apparent that one of Menevissoglou’s
greatest concerns was the possible treatment of his writings as a sideline, or,
even worse, as something foreign to his episcopal ministry, as proof that ‘he
didn’'t do anything’. We end our obituary with the prayer that God may give
rest to the soul of the late Metropolitan Pavlos, together with the assurance
that he ‘fought the good fight' (2 Tim 4.7), setting a noble example and high
standards of how to inspiringly combine prudent pastoral stewardship with
rigorous canonical scholarship, or actually of how to render academic study
into ecclesial ministry, as the great teachers of the Church of old.

May his memory be eternal!

74 Menevissoglou, Totopikm eicoywyi, 11: “TO cUyypoyo: 10010 £YpOeN TOPOTAEVPOG TOV EMCKOTIKMY
MUV kobnkoviav ev 11 Tepd Mntpordrer Zovndiog kot ndong Zkovdvopiog: annmoe KOTov Ty
Kod 00K OALyov xpdvov avamoicens. Evyopebo. dnmg 6 Kvpiog Sexd7 (kai) thv mpoceopiy To0my dg
EKKANCLOOTIKNY Slokoviay’.
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