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Honorat Aguessy is a sociologist, anthropologist, former dean of the Faculté des 
lettres, arts et sciences humaines at the National University of Benin; he has also
worked in the UNESCO Regional Bureau for education in Africa (BREDA). He is
President of the Institut de Développement et d’Échanges endogènes (IDEE) in
Ouidah, Benin.

Jean-Godefroy Bidima was born in 1958 in Mfoumassi, Cameroon. He studied
philosophy and sociology at the University of Yaoundé, then philosophy and science
of art at the University of Paris I-Panthéon-Sorbonne. He obtained a doctorate in 
philosophy with a thesis on the Frankfurt School, and holds a degree in the science
of art and aesthetics. A former scholarship holder from the Aachen ‘Missions-
wissenschaftliches Institut’, Germany, from 1984 to 1990, he was Visiting Associate
Professor at the University of Bayreuth, Germany, and is currently programme
director at the Collège International de Philosophie in Paris and Associate Professor
at the Institut d’Ethique of the university hospital of Saint-Louis in Paris. Among his
books are: Théorie critique et modernité négro-africaine, De l’Ecole de Francfort à la ‘Docta
spes africana’, 1993; La philosophie négro-africaine, 1995; L’art négro-africain, 1997; La
palabre, une juridiction de la parole, 1997. With collaborators: L’art et la philosophie, 1998;
Encyclopédie philosophique universelle, Vol. IV, Le discours philosophique, 1998;
Afrikanische Frauen und Kulturelle Globalisierung, 2000; Réalités et représentations de la
voix en Afrique (in press). Address: Collège International de Philosophie, 1 rue
Descartes, F-75005 Paris, France. [email: bidima@ehess.fr]

Françoise Davoine was born in Savoie in 1943. She holds the agrégation in classical
literature, a doctorate in sociology and is a psychoanalyst. A lecturer at the Ecole des
Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, in the Centre d’étude des mouvements sociaux
(founded by Alain Touraine), she is working on the topic of the relationship of 
madness to the social bond, based on her clinical experience. For 27 years she was a
psychoanalyst in the public psychiatric hospital system and was a member of the
Ecole Freudienne de Paris, founded by Jacques Lacan. Since 1995 her work has
focused on the madness of war and its consequences for the descendants of ex-
servicemen. She is the author in particular of La Folie Wittgenstein, 1992, and Mère
Folle, 1998. Address: CEMS, EHESS, 54, bvd Raspail, 75014 Paris, France. 
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Souleymane Bachir Diagne worked for around 20 years at the University Cheikh
Anta Diop in Dakar, teaching in particular logic, history of science and Islamic 
philosophy. He is now professor of philosophy at Northwestern University,
Chicago, and, among other works, is the author of a book on the algebra of logic 
created by George Boole entitled Boole, l’oiseau de nuit en plein jour, 1989; a translation
into French of the Lois de la pensée by the same author, 1992; and, in the area of Islamic
philosophy, an introductory book on the work of the modernist poet-philosopher
Iqbal: Islam et société ouverte, la fidélité et le mouvement dans la pensée de Muhammad
Iqbal, 2001. Address: Department of Philosophy, Northwestern University, 1818
Hinman Avenue, Evanston, IL 60208, USA. [email: s-diagne@northwestern.edu]

Jean-Max Gaudillière was born in Mâcon in 1943. He was a student at the Ecole
Normale Supérieure and gained the agrégation in classical literature and a doctorate
in sociology. A psychoanalyst, he taught in the French Department at Yale
University before becoming a lecturer at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences
Sociales, in the Centre d’étude des mouvements sociaux. He was a member of the
former Ecole Freudienne de Paris, founded by Jacques Lacan. In connection with his
work as an analyst in psychiatric hospitals, he has for 25 years led, with Françoise
Davoine, a weekly seminar at the EHESS entitled ‘Madness and the social bond’. He
is the author of many articles on psychotic transfer; his next publication (with
Françoise Davoine) is a book due to be published in the USA, History beyond Trauma.
Address: CEMS, EHESS, 54, bvd Raspail, 75014 Paris, France. 

Paulus Gerdes holds a doctorate in the philosophy of natural science (Dr. phil.)
and a doctorate in higher mathematics (Dr. rer. nat. habil.) from the universities of
Dresden and Wuppertal (Germany), and has taught in Mozambique at the
Universidade Eduardo Mondlane and the Universidade Pedagógica. Between 1989
and 1996 he was vice-chancellor of the Universidade Pedagógica. Currently he is
chair of the Commission de l’Union Mathématique Africaine sur l’Histoire des
Mathématiques en Afrique (since 1986); chair of the Groupe International d’Etudes
sur l’Ethnomathématique (since 2000) and chair of the Association Internationale
pour la Diversité Scientifique et Culturelle (since 2001). He was elected member of
the Académie Africaine des Sciences en 2002, and is the author of several books 
published in Brazil, France, Germany, Mozambique, Portugal, Sweden and the USA,
some of which have won prizes, for example Géométrie en Afrique, 1999, and Femmes,
art et géométrie en Afrique du sud, 1998. He has also published around 150 research
articles.

Paulin J. Hountondji teaches philosophy at the University of Cotonou (Benin), and
has published in particular Sur la ‘philosophie africaine’: critique de l’ethnophilosophie
(Paris, 1977 ; Yaoundé, 1980); Combats pour le sens: un itinéraire africain, 1997, and,
with collaborators: Les Savoirs endogènes: pistes pour une recherche, 1994 ; Economie et
société au Bénin, 2000. Now Director of the Centre Africain des Hautes Etudes in
Porto-Novo, he was vice-president of the CIPSH from 1998 to 2002. Since December
2002 he has been vice-president of the Conseil pour le Développement de la
Recherche en Sciences Sociales en Afrique (CODESRIA).
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Ioanna Kuçuradi was born in 1936. She teaches philosophy and is chair of the 
philosophy department at Hacettepe University in Ankara, was president of the
council for human rights in Turkey (1994–6), and is a member of several inter-
national cultural organizations. She has published many articles in international
journals, and in 2002 received the Prix de l’Éducation aux Droits de l’Homme
(UNESCO). Among her books are: Nietzsche ve Insan (The concept of man in
Nietzsche), 1966; Insan ve Degerler (The human being and values), 1971; Etik (Ethics),
1988, etc. See also her article ‘Tolerance and the Limits of Toleration’ in Diogenes no
176 (1996), Tolerance between Intolerance and the Intolerable, edited by Paul Ricœur.
Address: Department of Philosophy, Hacettepe University, Beytepe 06532 Ankara,
Turkey. [email: ioanna@fisp.org.tr]

Dismas A. Masolo was born in Kenya and teaches philosophy at the University of
Louisville, Kentucky, having taught at Nairobi University, Kenya, and several other
American universities and colleges. He has written many books on African philo-
sophy and cultures. Among his recent publications are: African Philosophy in Search of
Identity, 1994, and African Philosophy as Cultural Inquiry, 2000, a collection of essays
co-edited with Ivan Karp, as well as several essays in journals. He is currently 
president of the Society for African Philosophy in North America (SAPINA). 
Address: Philosophy Department, Room 313 Humanities, Belknap Campus, Uni-
versity of Louisville, Louisville KY 40292, USA. [email: da.masolo@louisville.edu or
damaso01@louisville.edu]

Harris Memel-Fotê is emeritus professor of the University of Abidjan (1990) and
associate of the Collège de France (International Chair 1995–6). He was associate
director of studies at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris (1978–9
and 1991–2). Among his books are: Le Modèle ivoirien en questions. Crises, ajustements,
recompositions (with Bernard Contamin), 1997; Les Représentations de la santé et de la
maladie chez les Ivoiriens, 1998. He is the author of a large number of articles, among
the most recent of which are: ‘La traite des négresses au XVIIIe siècle’, 1997;
‘L’universalité de l’abolition de l’esclavage de 1848. Sa place dans la généalogie de la
libération de l’Afrique’, 1998; ‘Essai sur le contour théorique de l’ethnie’, 1999; ‘Trois
essais philosophiques sur Environnement et Sociétés en Afrique’, 1999. See also his
article ‘Initiation Society, Learned Society and Knowledge Society’ in Diogenes no 197
(2003), What Knowledge for What Societies?. Address: Faculté de lettres, arts et sciences
humaines, Institut d’éthnosociologie, 08 BP 1606, Abidjan 08, Ivory Coast.

Eunice Njeri Sahle teaches in the department of African and Afro-American 
studies and on the international studies programme at the University of North
Carolina in Chapel Hill (USA). A political scientist, she has a doctorate from Queen’s
University (Canada). Her research is concerned with international relations, eco-
nomic policies and their impact on development, political theory and feminist 
epistemology. She has written on the relationship between gender and democratiza-
tion in Africa and co-edited a book on the influence of Julius Nyerere on the dis-
course and practice of development. She is currently preparing a case study on the
democratization process in Malawi. Address: Department of African and Afro-
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American Studies, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 109 Battle Hall, 
CB #3395, Chapel Hill NC 27599-3395, USA. [email: eunice@email.unc.edu]

Richard Rorty was born in New York in 1931. From his first studies on pragmatism
in the early 1960s he became one of the most important representatives of a move-
ment which includes a number of philosophers who are re-examining the assump-
tions of the tradition they have represented. Having taught philosophy at Princeton
and the University of Virginia, he is currently teaching at Stanford University. He is
the author of a very large number of books and articles, which have been translated
into several languages. Among the best known are: Philosophy and the Mirror of
Nature, 1979; Contingency, Irony and Solidarity, 1989; Essays on Heidegger and Others:
Philosophical Papers, l99l; Truth, Politics and ‘Post-Modernism’, 1997; Achieving Our
Country: Leftist Thought in Twentieth Century America, 1998; Philosophy and Social Hope,
2000. Address: Stanford University, Piggott Hall, Building 260, Stanford CA 94305-
2031, USA. [email: rrorty@leland.stanford.edu]

Luca Maria Scarantino was born in Milan in 1968. He works at the Ecole des Hautes
Etudes en Sciences Sociales, in Paris. His research deals with contemporary Italian
philosophy and epistemology and, more recently, the logical structure of rhetoric dis-
course. In 2002 he published the first French edition of Giulio Preti’s Philosophical
Writings. Since 1996 he has been deputy secretary-general of the International Council
for Philosophy and Humanistic Studies (ICPHS). Address: ICPHS, UNESCO, 1 rue
Miollis, 75015 Paris, France. [email: luca.scarantino@ehess.fr]

Remi Sonaiya is associate professor of French language and applied linguistics in
the Department of Foreign Languages at Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife,
Nigeria. She holds a PhD in linguistics from Cornell University, is a member of 
several associations, and has enjoyed several fellowships, among them the
International Fellowship of the American Association of University Women and the
International Research Fellowship of the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation. She
is on the editorial board of the Journal of African Languages and Linguistics. Her
research focuses on general linguistics and language teaching and learning. She has
launched, co-ordinated and co-authored two French manuals, the first one written
by Nigerians, and has published several articles in international journals. In the last
few years she has written essays on the cultural dimensions of language learning.
She was a member of the committee formed to set up a French-speaking village in
Nigeria, and is also vice-president of the Nigerian University French Teachers
Association. Address: Department of Foreign Languages, Obafemi Awolowo
University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. [email: remisonaiya@yahoo.com]

Ngugi wa Thiong’o was born in 1938 in Limuru, Kenya. A writer and dramatist,
he left his country for political reasons in the 1980s. Among his novels are: Weep Not,
Child, 1965 [Enfant ne pleure pas, Hatier, Paris, 1984]; The River Between, 1965; A Grain
of Wheat, 1966 [Et le blé jaillira, 1969]; Secret Lives, 1975; Petals of Blood, 1977 [Pétales de
sang, 1985]. Essays: Homecoming, 1972; Detained: A Writer’s Prison Diary, 1981; Barrel
of a Pen, 1983. He is currently Distinguished Professor of English and Comparative
Literature at the University of California, Irvine. He was recently elected Honorary
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Member of the American Academy of Arts and Letters. Address: Department of
English and Comparative Literature, 435 Humanities Instructional Building,
University of California, Irvine, Irvine CA 92697-2650, USA. [email: ngugi@uci.edu]
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