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t h e  spiritual reintegration of t h e  masses ,  their re turn t o  Chris- 
tendom, is a first condition of the  salvation of civilization, then 
it is clear tha t  these multitudes must  be approached not  nrith 
menaces and  violence, but  n-ith love . . . . S o t h i n g  is more 
serious, more scandalous, than t o  see, as we h a r e  seen for  some 
years  in these countries, the  employment of n-icked and bar- 
barous means by men w h o  invoke Christian order ,  Christian 
civilization . . . . I t  is a t ruth inscribed in the  ver? nature  
of th ings  tha t  Christendom will re-establish itself by Christian 
means  or it will come t o  i ts  compete undoing.’ 

GERALD l-ass, O.P. 

THE SALVATIOS OF THE SATIOXS. By Hermann Franke .  (Co:d- 

‘ O u r  present age insistently demands a theology of naticn- 
hood.’ This  little book, a translation from the German h!- Canon 
George Smith,  with a preface by Kar l  -%dam, is a distinguished 
contribution to such a theology. ‘ T h e  writer is well a w a r e  of 
the difficulties of his task : but  he considers tha t  by having re- 
course t o  the sources of Scripture, Li turgy and  patristic writ- 
ings,  by dint of emphasisinK statements  which have already 
been explicitly made  a n d  synthesising available items of know- 
ledge, it may be  possible to  formulate the  p r i x i p l e s  o : ~  n-hich 
such a theology must  res t  ’ (p. 12). This  is the s?irit of 1Iar ia  
Laach which h a s  already found a deep respcnse in this country.  
T h e  atmosphere round this subject is undeniably tense. In  E n g -  
land we are  liable t o  serious distractions from politics. T e t  
nationhood is not primarily a political mat ter  : it is metaphysical 
a n d  religious. There  is little t o  read from a Christian stand- 
point on this urgent  contemporary issue. Yet  the  recent crisis 
h a s  released a vas t  amount  of desultory thinking o n  the  problem 
of nationhood a n d  related (problems such as pacificism and  na- 
tional regeneration. T h i s  book supplics a real need. I t  may, how- 
ever, lose many readers who think t h a t  they a r e  rlot concerned 
with ‘ the  problematical juxtaposition : Germanism and  Chris- 
tianity.’ O n  the other  hand,  many who read it may be led by 
a merely benevolent interest in what  the  unfortunate German 
Christians a r e  thinking about  the  political situation. In  the  first 
place ‘ it  is perhaps appropriate  tha t  this (German) nation, which 
h a s  been called “ the  source of perpetual unrest  ” in the  Church,  
should seem destined t o  call attention to  t h e  fact  tha t  a liberalis- 
tic individualism is not a Catholic outlook ; t h a t  t h e  Church of 
Chris t  is a Church of the  Nat ions ’ (p. 12). T h e  words of a 
Catholic *an theologian to-day a r e  likely t o  be valuable f o r  
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all Catholics, since there  is no t ime for  verbiage, for  ‘ minor 
historical problems ’ or for ‘ pas t  events  requiring a more  or 
less debatable justification.’ O n  t h e  other  hand ,  the  problem is 
not peculiarly German,  though for German Catholics obviously 
acute. O u r  oum problem is chronic. T h e  high ascendancy of 
T r a d e  in our  national lifc, the  easy sentimentality of a patriot- 
ism often reduced to fiag-wa\-ing and  a n  absorbing preoccupa- 
tion [vith the  armed forces, have very seriously weakened the 
sense of the national community. For a nation is a hnnzun 
community ; hence the product of intellig-ence and will. W h a t  
blood and  geography a r e  to race, intelligence and  will a r e  to the  
nation. Ideas  hold the primacy of place in t h e  formation of t h e  
national community. 

So e\-en more potent than the  quasi-dictatorship of tradesmen 
and  imperialist versifiers a r e  t h e  ideas t h a t  a r e  commonly held 
by the  people. There  a r e  ideas current  which of their nature  a r e  
destructive of the nation as a community ; through these ideas 
the  nation is slowly becoming a mere collectivity out of which 
contending coteries a r e  a t tempting to fashion new forms of 
social life. This  disintegration is justified by ideas a n d  affected 
by ideas. T h e  ladies n-ho conduct contraceptive services a m o n g  
the poor a r e  principally concerned with ideas, not information. 
Herniann Franke’s  book n - i l l  steady and  orientate Catholic 
thinking. if it is rend a s  widely as it should be. It should be  
read a t  least by all who a r e  devoted to Catholic Action. H a s  
not Pius XI explicitly declared tha t  Catholic .Action is social 
action and co:icerns itjelf n-ith the ne l fa re  of the nat ion? T h e  
early c!iapters a r e  i!luminating on the public nature  of Christ’s 
redeeming n-ork. on the Christian idea tha t  every nation’s his- 
tory is fundanienta!ly the  history of its redemption. Particu- 
lzrly valuable and  fascinat ing is the study of Sulzrs Piiblicn in 
the thoiight of S t .  h n b r o s e .  .And the conclusion s u m m a r k e d  
by Karl  .Adam : !he nation ‘ can  achieve its own specific per- 
fection only S O  fa r  a s  it n-eds its natural capabilities and powers 
to the Fulness  of Christ. Hence t rue and  complete nationhood 
can he attained only within the  framework of the  Christian life.’ 

CEOLFRID HEROS, O.P. 

POLITICS ASD ~IORALITY. By Luigi Sturzo.  Translated by Bar- 

‘ God prepares t h e  future. If H e  has  permitted tha t  t h e  Church 
should no longer h a r e  any civil authority, that  her  historical 
safeguards,  o r  those so i eputed like the  .Austrian empire and the  
Spanish monarchy, should have fallen, tha t  Rome herself should 
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