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duct,, what. iiieiital riieaiiderings, what involved theorisiiig. Before 
the elid we Iiave met 11. Gleizes's philosopher, econoiiiist, historian, 
mathematician, iiioralist and theologian, but then why not? This is 
i i o  book tor the s i ipf ia ia l ;  it is not to he read for recruation. It will 
provide for the nietaplij-siaian a \. itriety of mental gyninsstics ; fur 
rhe economist, much pivvocation ; for the tlieologiaii -? 

'I'he first essay is ail ambitious ii i ic l  loftily sustained tlissei-tat ioii 
oil t.he dist.inction 1)etwean ' l i f e  viewed as  a tratliiig ' and "l'rade 
viewed as t.he Purpose of life'. There is some heavy going here; yet 
time, patience and applicttt,ion will ren-iird the reader, for there are 
~i iany jewels mi aiting tlisco\.erg- and nian~-  questions to be asked. 
But one reaches the end with a feeling of relief, for the stFle is 
ponderow, despite tlie pleasing variety o i  the footnotes. 

'I.he s m n d  essay is the re\\--ard of the industrious reader; here 
intler:d oiie iculs that the author is a t  his best. IVe rub shoultlei-s 
with him, for his message will find a responsive echo in every heart. 
111 'Land and the Manual Trades', one fiiids Gleizes the craftsiiian 
(he is a painter) calling 11s back from industrialisrii. -411 advocates of 
the 'Back to  the Land' movement. will enjoy this. (One imagines 
F r  Hayes siriiling broadly in his l'iyperary parish and no doubt 
( i .  K. Chestelton and Ihic (;ill nod assent!) Others are challenged 
t o  think. 

In  the third essay-'l'he Mystery of Bread and Wine'-the aiit,hor 
t.reacls clntigerous ground. His love of analogy betrays him; he cle- 
plores, perha,ps rightly. the debased commercialism of rriodern life 
and gives the example of wheat and flour, and then concludes: 'But 
Mass is still said in churches; daily the priests enact the mystic 
scene; on Sundays pious crowds hasten to the services. Could the 
principle ha.ve vanished from Holy (:ommunion since bread, its iii- 
dispensable reality, is unquest,ionablg absent? ' (p. 78).  

The author concludes likewise of the wine used a t  Mass (p. S2). 
Seed we remark o i i  this? There is soinrthing a h i t ,  angels and fOCJlS ! 

The concluding chapter is brief, clear, condensed and concise ; 
wise in conception and execut,ion, so that one is never at a loss to 
grasp the author's meaning, and few will question the sanity of his 
solution. The wliole work is bold and original in its manlier of 
t,reating it dry enough subject; it amply repays the 1al)oiirs of aiithoi,. 
translator, piiblisher and reatlei.. 11. ( 'OSTEI.I .OK. 

I~IX:I,AMATIOS OF ISI)E:IWSDES(:E. 13y 1 h  \\-illis Dwight Slitting. ($01,- 

liiier and I,ariigan ; California.) 
I t  has become a tra.tlit,ion in -1ineric;in films that every so often a 

particular character should drop the mask of unreality, take a 
nose-dive into the camera, and wit.11 a11 embarrassinglj- large face 
iddress the alidieiwe on 'The .lmerican Mray of Life'; or perhaps 
Democracy in general with a, special mention accorded to t.he United 
States. Those who have squirmed uncasily in their seats diiring these 
hiirangues ~vorild certainly take comfort from this book by Dr Willis 
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L). Sut t i i i g .  I'iufessor of Historj- a t  Sotre Uanie L-niveisitj. 
1)r S uttiiig has no illusioiis about, the political aiid social tendeii- 

cies of his o\\ I I  oountrj- and makes an  ciiriiest appeal to tlie ordinar? 
Aiiiericari for a reconsideratioii ot the ideals of personal indepeii- 
denze, which he claims are beiiig sivaniped in a n-clter of legislatioil 
and industrial development. 

l l ie urgu~nents presented will be familiar to readers of Oliestei toil, 
Belloc or other Uistributist writers. The author calls for what he  
he tcrriis i t  'Green Hevolutioii' as tList.iiict from a 'Red '  revolution; 
economic independeiice is his rallying crj-, as the on11 meails to the 
eiitl o f  full  liberty for the subject. The two systems now fighting for 
siipi'eiiiactcy in democratic countries, collective socialisin and unre- 
st.ricted enterprise, are bot,li sliown to deny t,lie citizen any rrieasure 
of independence. 

I h  Kutting urges ;lniericans to join his revolution, whicli can 
uiiclerniine whichever of these monopolies proves triuniphaiit . He 

A 1' ihes .. 
have come to  be considered necessities in :lirier.ican domestic life 
would have to be discarded ; the citizen nould find the initial move 
to  an area where his own food could be grown involving niucli hard 
work; but all the extra hardships would be amplj- just.ified by the 
reward of personal independcnce. If only sufficient people were wil- 
ling to  make these sacrifices their lead would be followed, and the 
large scale profit farms and highly organised industrial areas, in fact 
the whole fabric of modern industrial democracy, would quietly rot 
away, leaving a nation of small independent land owners. 

The book is rather more practical than many others with similar 
ideals, showing a. complete grasp of the problenis involved iii  such 
a large-scale reform in modern standards of value. As the author 
points out, the advent of the atomic bomb makes a dispersal of 
population from industrial areas neither so impractical nor unpopular 
as formerly. 

IYhether Smerica's decline as an industrial nation would benefit 
deniocracq- at  present is perhaps problematic. There seeiris little hope 
that the enemies of democracy would abandon the Anierican indus- 
trial niethods incorporabed in their systems. I n  short, the weakening 
of American industrial strength, although restoring indepeiidence ta 
her citizens. might well result in their ultimate enslavement from 

, 1  

that  sacrifices will be necessary; niaii) of the things which 

forces outside American jririsdict.ion. hIhURICE MCLOUGIILIS. 

Vou Srss CSI)  ~ V E R T  I)ER ~ I E S S C H L I C I I E S  ARREIT.  By Eberhard 
IVe'elt;v, 0.1'. (Kehrle, Heidelberg 1946.) 
This is the first Dominican book to come from Germany since 

the war. wid is a careful stuc1~- of St Thomas's teaching on the 
nature and value of human work. The author has already written 
several books on social-ethical subjects, and also contributed to the 
fii-st nuriiber of the new review of the German T)orriinicans which was 
noticecl in our April number. 
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