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This little book offers to learners and teachers of Latin a simple
account of the history of the language. To know something of the
original meanings of words and idioms used by Latin authors adds
fresh interest to their study and increases at the same time our
understanding of English; and by tracing in the case of Latin the
kind of changes which are always going on in human speech, we gain
at least a glimpse of the fascinating contribution which the study of
language makes to history. Even a brief survey of the develop-
ment of one ancient language brings vividly before us many of the
thoughts and feelings of our mental ancestors, and adds something
to our general ideas of the growth of humanity.
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