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TURRIS EBURNEA. The perennial slurisas specious asitis platitudinous.In
this planet-stricken agelet any ofuswhofeel ashamedto he seeninanivory
tower reflecton the fact that under totalitarian government wewouldbefor-
bidden to enter one. True scholarship,liketrueart, dependson that senseofde-
tachmentwithout which there can be neither intelligent nor intelligible attachment.
Those whocaremost about truth should not apologizefor standingback whereit
is perhapspossibletoseeitwhole.

TEACHING AND SCHOLARSHIP. A person maybe an excellent scholar and
yetbedeficientinthe power to communicatefacts and ideas orally; ifso,heis,
for those towhom learningisapassiveprocess,a poor teacher.But there is nothing
in the nature of scholarshiptomakeone a poor teacher,and plenty tomake one
a good teacher;it scholar who is a poor teacherwould probablybe a poor teacher
inanycase. There are of course exceptions: itsometimes happensthat teachers
lind scholarshipso absorbingor time-consumingthat they neglect their businessfor
the sakeof their avocation.But thisis the fault, either of the individual, orofa
vicioussystemwhichmayinsist that one he a scholar whether helikesitor not;
itis hardly the fault of scholarship.Let us think and speakclearlyof these things.
We knowof instancesinwhichfishing, photography,gardening,goU, canasta,and
even hayfeverhave caused mento neglect their teaching-butwe would not say
that these avocations (or afflictions)are incompatiblewith good teaching.

PEDANTRY. Kittredge once defined a pedant as "any man who uses asetof
technical terms that differ from mine."Asthe speaker wellknew, this was not
so much a definition asa semantic beardingof human nature. Pedantry can be
defined, andwebelieve that itisfar more a matterof attitude than of performance,
althoughofcourseit may manifest itself in performance.The pedantis the near-
sighted scholar or teacherwhoallows himself tofeel that the stoneinhis handis
moreimportantthanthe cathedralinto whichit fits. He cannotseethe Parthenonfor
the frieze. He cares about fact for fact's sake, and is little interested in the signifi-
canceoffacts. Working closelywithdetailsis not pedantry; getting lostin them
is. Either teachingor scholarshipbecomes pedantrywhen it concerns itself unduly
with the trivial and unimportant,when itlacksasenseofvalues.But teachersand
scholars alike should avoid calling anyone a pedantwhen what they really mean
is that theydo not in the least understandwhatheis doing.

17th CENTURY NEWSLETTER. The new editor is J. Max Patrick (Anderson
Hall, Univ, of Florida, Gainesville, Fla.), towhom subscriptions ($1 p.a.) should
besent. In this pleasantly written newsletter articles dealing with 17th·century
English literature are abstracted,andin future issuessectionson 17th-centurymusic
andart will appear.

AMERICAN DOCUMENTATION INSTITUTE. The new MLA representative
is Fred S. Tupper, GeorgeWashingtonUniversity.

FOR YOU? "Please mailme two copiesof Vere L. Rubel's Poetic Diction in the
English Renaissanceat the price reservedfor members[$2}. This fine bookcertainly
deservestobe clearedfrom your 'stock-pile' of scholarly works. May it soon he out
ofprint." Such wasone member's response to our announcementlast December
that wewere using asingle MLA book to teach ourselves somethingaboutpromo-
tion. More than 200copiesofthis book of326 pages,originally priced at $3, are
still availableto membersat $2 each.

SCHOLARLY RADAR. Since itwouldbean extremely expensive and time-con.
suming taskto publish the entire compilationof "Research in Progress" every year,
in1950we published a supplement to the 1949 compilation (plus a "report"
on it), and this year weshall publish a secondsupplementand report, hoping to
beableto print the fulllist again in1952. We realize that thisis not an ideal
arrangement,but beg the patienceof membersin learningthe very simple methods
of using the supplementedlist. Each Index is afull index. Thus, in1951you might
find: "Kaplan, Hymen, 6572, X3977, Y5000." The plain Arabic number would
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refer to the 1949 compilation;any numberwith "X" precedingoccurs only in the
1950supplement;any numberwith "Y" precedingoccurs only in the 1951supple-
ment. In order to learn what research is actually in progresson any given author
or subject, however, you will have to look at the listings under that topic inall
three lists,1949 and itstwo supplements.In both 1950and 1951we report on
work completedor discontinued,and give other informationwhich servestokeep
the lists up to date. You willdo your graduatestudents a favor by explaining
thissystemto them.

MEMBERS SAY: "I amoneof those Old Guardmemberswhoare almost equally
interested in English, French, German, and Scandinavian literature, and who
therefore for many years have read nearly every contribution to PMLA . ••• I
heartily agreeon our acceptingonly the third type of source study [The reference
is toa paragraphon the last pageof this section last March.-ED]. Unless they
consider what the author did with the sources, such articles seemtomelikeanun-
consummatedmarriage."•••"Comparisons,I know, are said tobe odious; but,
asan old-timer, I have long wanted totellyouhow much I think the PMLA has
improved under your editorship. Your section 'For Members Only' Ifind reo
markablyinformative and interesting." •••"As ODf! of the Old GuardI appreciate
the improvementsyou have madeinall departmentsof the journal." ••• "Please
do not 'abandonthe annualbibliography.'Not only doI learn a great deal from
going through it, but Ialso have frequent occasionto refer toit.I know somead-
ministrative officerswho should readthe Lowry Report but I wonder ifit would in-
fluencethem." •••"It has becomea real honor to be publishedin PMLA! With
each issueI readan increasingnumberof articles. The quality of writing improves
alongwith the quality of the material.The latest issue [Dec. 1950]hada number
of interesting papersand several that were fascinating and intellectually exciting."
••• "I read 'For MembersOnly' with minute care, andderive from it much profit
and pleasure."••• "I should liketo congratulateyou upon the usual mostexcel-
lent editing. The section 'For MembersOnly' is always enjoyable,addingthe warm,
humannote onceso conspicuouslyabsent." •••"I am enclosing$1.00for10 copies
of the excellent report on 'Literature in American Education.' By reprinting this
report you have rendereda real service tome•••itis the mosteffective material
I have seentowin friends and support amongmy colleagues in other depart-
ments." .••"You have noideahow informative your 'For Members Only'. isfor
thoseofuswho operateina near academicisolation.' ••• "I find 'For Members
Only' oneof the most interesting sections of any periodical that Iread." •••"I
hope youwill not follow Louis Wright's unduly chatty andintimate Folger Library
Bulletin." ••• "I enclose my check for15 copies of the article, 'Literature in
American Education' [Dec. PMLA]. The argumentis stated so clearly and force-
fully that Ifeel impelled to place itin the hands ofafew Philistines." ••• "I
think the first and only article I ever published in PMLA appearedsome38
years ago.•••I may againbe moved by the spirit." •••

SPENSER QUADRICENTENNIAL. ELH is willing to help celebrateby devoting
a 1952 number exclusively to Spenser articles-e-prcvidedthat enoughpublishable
material is submitted. Articles, preferably critical rather than antiquarian,should
be submitted to William R. Mueller, Univ, of California, Santa Barbara Coli.,
Santa Barbara, Calif. All final decisions as to the acceptanceof MSS are tobe
made by the Editorial Board of ELH, to which articles initially recommendedby
ProfessorMueller willgo.

AMERICAN QUARTERLY, formerly published at Minnesota, isnow published
(from Jan. 1951) by the Univ, of PennsylvaniaPress. The new Editor is Anthony
N. B. Garvan;the new chairmanofthe Editorial Committee,Robert E. Spiller.

THE 1950 MEETING. Members alwaysseemtobe interested in the attendance
figures-like the man, staggeringtohisfeet, inquiring how many elephantswere
in the stampede.There were 1,608advanceregistrationsin1950; only 1,069persons
elected to register at the hotel. Three or four hundredguest badgeswerealso dis-

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900207724 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900207724


tributed. The total attendancemust have been between 3,000and 3,500-1essthan
that in 1948.Members write: "a marvelousconvention" •••"the most interesting
and successfulI have ever attended"•••"one ofthevery best" •••"Every memo
bel'ofthe Association withwhom I have talked seemstofeel that this meetingwas
oneofthemostsuccessful and stimulating that we have ever had. The papers
wereof extremely high standards.The programswere exceedingly well balanced"
•••Butone memberwrote: "The meetingwas quite asuccess.I must confess, how.
ever, that I haven't enjoyed a conventionso much inyearsasthe one at Stanford
in1949. There wasan intimacy about that meeting that remindedmeofthe old
days, and I suppose the exercisein the open air going and coming alsocon-
tributed." •••
HIS FIRST MEETING. A membersent us the following comments: "Although
I cannot compare itto previous occasions, Ifelt that itwasamost successful
gathering.The papersin generalwere goodand the conferencesI attended,excel.
lent. I especially appreciatedthe fact that •••I finally metallthe scholars inthe
field, persons ofwhomI had heard and read much and whom Iat last had an
opportunity todiscuss common problems with. Many lasting friendships will, I
hope, be thus initiated. •••I drove to the meetings inmy automobileand alone
•••badweatherhamperedmy progressand it took me36 hours of straightdriving
to make the 970milestoNew York ••• in order tokeepawakeI had only two
snacks during these 36 hours. Iwasthus ascetically preparedupon my arrival
to enjoy all papers inmy field, the Spanish 17th century. • ••Iam submitting
aU,this informatiolt •••asa proof that the academicprofessionmay be exciting
and that evenan MLA meeting maybe regardedasa thrilling adventure.•••
While Iamstill desperatelytrying to catch up onmylost sleep, I againthank you
foramostsuccessful meeting."
AMERICAN CIVILIZATION. The recent MLA conferencetodiscuss the feasi-
bility ofan American Civilization Society passedthe following motions: (1) that
the Conference support a newsletter, (2) that the Conferencefavor the forma.
tion ofa Society for AmericanStudies, i.e., primarily a federationof relatedstudies,
(3) that membershipin the Society be open toall interested persons,and (4) that
the Society giveeverypossible supportto the American Quarterly.
ARTICLES submitted to PMLA during 1951 can be published within approxi-
mately nine months of their acceptanceby the Editorial Committee.We arenow
filling the Decembernumber.
THE IDES OF MARCH. Last Septemberinthis section we said that postdoctoral
fellowships, including Fulbright awards, are liable to tax on the premise that the
Ph.D. representscompletion ofthe educationalprocess. Several members,writing
insomedistress, have askedusto publish more information on this point. It is
not easytodoso,forthe situation, at presentcovered with bureaucraticconfusion
overterms,may changebefore we can get these words into print. Some facts: The
Bureau of Internal Revenue is readyto decide individual cases on their merits.
Fulbright awards are still theoretically taxable. Last summer, when two ACLS
Faculty Study Fellowsasked that their stipends be considered tax-exempt, they
were refusedon the groundsthat their awards"constitute compensationfor services"
and, assuch, are taxable. We knowof anothercaseinwhicha rich postdoctoral
scholarshiphas been ruled as tax-exemptbythe local internal revenue people.The
GuggenheimFoundation is currently seeking a ruling onits awards. The ACE
Committee on Relationships of Higher Education to the Federal Governmenthas
interested itself in the problem. Light maysooncome, but, meanwhile, all post.
doctoral awards are being scrutinized very critically. The legal straw lying so
heavily on many a dromedarianspineis the common (and, fromthe MLA point
ofview, false) notion that the Ph.D. marks the end ofa scholar's "training."
$1,000PRIZE. Because no awards were made in the1950 MLA-Macmillan and
MLA.Oxford contests, the 1951 prize in each competition will be $1,000cash,
plus royalties from publication. The deadline for submitting MSS is June 1 (not
April 1,as before). If you have a MS nearingcompletion,see the full announce.
mentseveraltimes publishedinPMLA.
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THE MLA.MACMILLAN AND

MLA·OXFORD AWARDS

Rules f01' the Competitions

I. MA...~USCRIPTS submitted by membersin competition for thetwo 1951
awards must be mailed or expressed to reach theMLASecretary(at 100

WashingtonSquareEast,NewYork 3, N.Y.) beforeJune 1, 1951.Manuscripts
must not be sent tothe OxfordUniversity Pressortothe MacmillanCompany.

2. THE TWO winningmanuscriptswillbe publishedby theOxfordUniversity
Press andthe MacmillanCompany,eachauthorreceivingaonethousanddollar
cashprize in addition to all royalties payableunder a usual contract. Manu-
scriptswhichfailtowinthe awardmay neverthelessbe recommendedbythe
MLA Committeetothe Macmillan Companyor the Oxford University Press,
andauthorsof manuscriptsthus acceptedfor publicationwillalsoreceiveall
royalties under a usual contract. Still other manuscripts may eventually be
recommendedby the MLA Committee to other presses.

3. IN PREPARING manuscripts,contestantsshould bearin mind that Mac-
millan, Oxford, and theMLAwishtomake available the results of sound
scholarshipto thewidestpossibleaudience. This does not meanvulgarization.
Preference willbegivento manuscriptswhich set forth research inastyle
worthyofitsliterarysubject. Authors should therefore write, not for their
fellowspecialists or for graduatestudents in their field, but forthe literate
public whichdoes not needtobe persuadedtothevaluesof literature.

4. MANUSCRIPTS mustbeofsinglebook length, i.e., between 60,000and
120,000words approximately.They must be typewritten, with doublespacing.
Documentation,including footnotes, should,ifpossible,be typed with double
spacingseparatelyfromthetext. (If twocopiescanbe submitted, theworkof
the CommitteeofAwardwillbe considerablyfacilitated; but onlyonecopy is
required.)

5. TO BE EUGIBLE, manuscriptsmust bethe originalworkofmembersof
theMLAingood standing,must be written in English, and must represent
first-hand research inthefieldofsome modernliterature or literatures. In-
eligible arebibliographies,concordances,anthologies,collectionsofessayswith-
out a unifying theme, andmonographsof criticism or "appreciation" which
do not involve research.Eligible are editions, biographiesof literary figures,
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WHO HAVE BOOKS IN PROGRESS

fresh critical appraisalsresultingfrom independentinvestigation,comparative
studies, and studies of trends ortopicsor periods orforms. Manuscripts
eligible forthe MLA-Macmillan Award must beinthefieldof English or
American literature; those eligible forthe MLA-Oxford Award must bein the
fieldofsome literatureotherthanEnglishor Americanor mustbe comparative
studies involving a foreign literature. Questions about eligibility should be
addressedto the MLASecretary.

6. BEFORE SUBMITTING manuscripts,contestantsmustsendfor,fill out,
sign, andreturn aform relieving theMLAofany responsibility forthesafety
of manuscripts(carboncopies should be retainedbythe authors), andgiving
either the Macmillan Companyorthe Oxford University Pressfirst refusal
of manuscripts.These forms should.ifpossible,be returnedtotheMLASecre-
taryasearlyaspossible,so that appropriatereadersmaybeselected andtheir
consent to readobtained.

7. FORMAL ANNOUNCElviENT ofthe third annualawardswillbe madeat
the1951 Annual Meeting. It is expected,however, that all contestantscanbe
notifiedduringthe summerorearly autumnofthedecision reachedbytheMLA
Committee.

MLA-MACMILLAN
Committee ofAward

STANLEY T. WILLlAMS, Chairman
Yale University

HARDIN CRAIG
UniversityofMissouri

CLARENCE GOHDES
DukeUniversity

HOWARD MUMFORD JONES
HarvardUniversity

LOUISB. WRIGHT
FolgerShakespeareLibrary

MLA-OXFORD
Committee ofAward

ORIE W. LONG, Chairman
WilliamsCollege

HENRI M.PEYRE
YaleUniversity

ERNEST J.SIMMONS
ColumbiaUniversity

RENE WELLEK
Yale University

ERNEST H. WILKINS
OberlinCollege

ThesetwospecialcommitteeswerecreatedbytheExecutiveCounciltoselect
annually,frommanuscriptssubmittedbymembersofthe Association, bookswhich
throughsoundresearchcontributesignificantly togeneralunderstandingofmodem
literature.
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NO ACORN. We have several times suggested in this place that universltres
should seek the help of experts on the staff of their own university pressesfor the
instruction of graduatestudents on practical problems of publishing. Two years
agowe even wrote toa number of departmentheads and press directors, urging
this sensible step, andwealso madethe suggestionina Report on MIA Publishing
which wentto more than 100 prominentmembers.Nothingmuch happened.Now,
the ACLS and the American Association of University Presses have joined forces
in a direct appeal to graduateschool deans, a number of whom have already
agreed to try the experiment. In February of this year Victor Reynolds of the
Cornell University Press jumped the gun, offering aseriesof four lectures on
scholarly printing :and publishing athis institution. We take no credit for this
development,but againurge MIA memberstodoall they can, locally, to help it
succeed.If nothing isyet happeningin your own institution, write to your graduate
dean.

ELSEWHERE in this section weofferafew definitions of pedantry.After writing
that paragraphwe attended the ACLS meeting at Rye and heard George Boas
remark that pedantry consisted of solving past problems.That's a different slant,
andwe wonder if our readershave some even better definitions to offer. We'll print
the bestwe receive.

MLA STYLE SHEET. Becausewe have already received orders for about 5,000
copies, price unknown, we think itbestto announcethe price of reprints inad-
vance of publication (late April). Because the MLA undertookthis compilationand
wishestogiveit the widest possible distribution as aservicetothe profession, we
are keeping the price aslowas possible. We shall accept orders for the Style
Sheet (a 32.pagepamphlet) at the following rates: single copies, 10cents each;
2 to 24 copies,10cents each; 25 copies, ~2.00; 26to49 copies, 8 cents each; 50
copies, $3.50;51 to99copies,7cents each; 100copies, $5.00;101or more copies,
5 cents each. Orders should be addressedto the Treasurer at100 Washington
SquareEast, New York 3, N.Y. These low prices aremadepossibleby the coopera-
tion of our printers, the GeorgeBanta Publishing Co.,who aregiving usa generous
discount on our initial orderof 15,000reprints.We beg the indulgenceof members
if there are occasionaldelaysinfilling orders, for our small staff in the national
headquartershas never had to cope withsucha situation. Incidentally, as this
notice is being written, 43 journals have agreedona common style. The MIA
Style Sheet will appearin the April PMLA.

SOCIETE D'ETUDES DU XVIle SIIiCLE. Leon Wencelius (Swarthmore Col·
lege) is the American representativeand is authorizedtoreceive the membership.
subscription fee ($1.50p.a.) entitling one to receive the twice-yearly Bulletin con-
tainingscholarlyarticles on 17th-centuryFrench literature.

TRANSIATIONS. A subcommitteeof the Executive Council is gatheringmaterial
relevant tothe suggestionthat the MIA sponsoraseriesof translations.The chair.
man of the subcommittee,B. Q. Morgan (Palm Terrace, Gainesville,Fla.), reports
that they are now trying toassemble informationon inexpensive translations (i.e.,
$1.50or less per item) of western literature from the Renaissanceon, and that
hewill therefore welcome letters from membersgiving critical evaluationsofany
such "in print" tides, with data onsize, contents, style, names of translators,etc.
The subcommittee will try toserveasa clearing-houseof information in this
importantfield. Professor Morganalso invites informationaboutunpublishedtrans.
lations availableto scholarsin American libraries.

NOT MASOCHISM. James Foster's History ofthe Pre-Romantic Novel inEng.
land, which we published in the MLA MonographSeries in 1949,hasnow had a
number ofreviews,mostof them distinctly favorable.The latest we have noticed
was not so. Ernest Bembaum (fEGP, Oct. 1950) found the work written ina
"rather pedestrian style," its author's "restricted and undramaticmethod ofex-
pounding literary history" making his book "not a very informative or exciting
one." According to this review, from which we quotefor the goodof our secretarial
soul, "there is also lacking asenseof historical perspective," Foster casting little

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900207724 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900207724


light "upon the interest which his subject hasforus today. His performanceis
spiritless becauseit evades difficulties, ignores challengesby scholars whose asser-
tions and theoriesdiffer fromhisown, and has too narrow a notion of the true
scope andresponsibilitiesof literary historiography."Price, to members,still $3.00.

COUNCILLORS. Your representativeExecutive Council, three membersof which
youelect annually,hasan averageageof58. Two membersare in their 40's, four
in their 50's, the remainingsixin their 60's. One was born in Germany, one in
Canada;four were born in Massachusetts.Birth-states of the others: Colorado,Con-
necticut, Michigan, Mississippi, Pennsylvania, Virginia. Two took their Ph.D. at
Leipzig, three at Harvard, twoat Princeton, two at Yale, one at Oxford, one at
Chicago. They are prolific authors, having producedan averageof eight books
each. One of them joined the MIA in1907; anotherjoined in 1934.

COMMITTEES. Your American Council of Learned Societies has a number of
working committees of direct interest to many MLA members.The Committeeon
American Civilization (Tremaine McDowell, ch., Henry Nash Smith, sec.-both
MLA members from Minnesota) has sponsored two conferences, one on "Ur-
banism" (Princeton, 1948),the other on "Religion in American Life" (Newberry
Library, 1950),and plansanotherthisyear, probablyon the changesinthesystems
ofbeliefinthe U.S. since 1919.The Committee'sphilosophy of American studies
was published in AQ (Fall 1950),and an interdisciplinary bibliographyofbasic
readingsforsuch studies is nearingcompletion.Among the four currententerprises
of the Committee on Far Eastern Studies isalistof published translationsfrom
Chinese into English, French, and German;and the section on "Literature" (6,549
entries) is completedand awaiting publication.The Committeeon the Humanities
in the OccupiedAreas (of which Taylor Starck, MLA, isa member) sponsoredthe
recent publication by anotherofits members, Eugene N. Anderson's The Hu-
manities in theGerman.and Austrian Universitle: (ACLS, Pal! 1950),The Com.
mittee.on the LanguageProgram (J Milton Cowan, ch., NormanA. McQuown,
sec.-bothMIA members) is currently concernedwith the problemsof producing
materials for teaching English to adult speakers of other first languages,e.g.,
Spanish, Korean, Burmese, Indonesian, Vietnamese, Turkish, Persian. The Com-
mittee on Musicology plansa1951 conferenceon "Music in AmericanCivilization."
The Committee on Renaissance Studies (Louis B. Wright, ch., GeorgeB. Parks,
sec.-bothMLA members) sponsorsa newsletter (edited by Frederick W. Sternfeld,
MLA) and regionalconferences-e-ofwhich the following are alreadyscheduledfor
1951: April 14, NorthwesternUniv.; April 21, Univ, of Pa.; April 27, 28, Brown
Univ, William Berrien and Henri Peyre (both MLA) are membersof the Com-
mittee on the UNESCO Program. Harcourt Brown (MLA) is chairmanof the
newly created (Summer 1950) Committeeon the Humanistic Aspects of Science.
Ernest J. Simmons and Rene Wellek (both MLA) are membersof the Joint (with
the Social Science Research Council) Committeeon Slavic Studies, whichexercises
supervisory responsibility for the Current Digest of the Soviet Press, aweekly
publication nowtwoyearsold. The ACLS Pacific Coast Committee for the Hu-
manities (William A. Nitze, cb., Hugh G. Dick, sec.-both MLA members) will
soon start its sixth yearofuseful existence. It sponsorsthe Pacific Spectator (sup-
ported alsoby27 institutions in the region andby about 3,000subscribers),makes
grants in aid of research (4 in English literature during 1950),holds conferences,
and hasa visiting writers program.The ACLS SouthernHumanities Conference
(ch., Sturgis Leavitt, MLA) hasissuedtwo bulletins-Humanistic Scholarship in
the South (1949) andHistory ofthe Southern HumanitiesConference (Jan. 1951),
and willsoon publish anotheron "Opinions of Executives inBusiness and Govern.
ment Toward the Humanities in Generaland Modern Languagesin Particular."
This lively grouphasfive other surveysin progress,sponsorsregionalconferences,
and performs occasionally such praiseworthy functions as distributing 1,000 re-
prints ofthe PMLA McKerrow andSilver articles onthe publicationof research.

AMERICAN SCHOLARSHIP. This was the titleofan editorial in th~ Oct. 6
issueof the London Times Literary Supplement-aneditorial whichwasin part a
reviewofa book sponsoredbyan MLA Group,The Reinterpretation of Victorian
Literature (Princeton Univ, Press, 1950)."There is little doubt," said the editorial,
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Better

:J HERE IS ONE, butone,certainwaytoreducethecostofprinting,and
thatistosellmorecopiesofwhatyouprint.Thisneedsnodemon-
stration; itisintheaxiomclass.Similarlythereisonlyonewayto

sellmorecopies,andthatistowritesothatmorepeoplecanunderstandwhat
youhavetosayandareattractedbythewayyousayit.Thisappliesevento
specializedbooks.Themarginalsalesachievedbyclarityandordermaynot
numericallybegreatbuttheyhavetheireffect.Abookwhichcosts$3.38
percopyinaneditionof500willcost$1.97inaneditionof I,OOO-ifall
aresold.

Thismatterofimprovingthewritingofscholarshipisapproachedtoooften
ontiptoeorhurriedby. It mustbefaced.Atarecentsessiononscholarly
communicationtherewasmoretime devoted totelevisionthantobooks.One
graduatedeanandonecommercialpublishermadeconcreteappealsforbetter
writing.Discreet pausesfollowed;thenthediscussionhastenedontoother
matters.

Thereasonforthisdiscretionmustbeafeelingthatbetterwritingisnot
achievedbutisinherited,throughone'sgenes;youhaveitoryoudon't.This
is contrarytoavailabletestimony.Betterwritingisself-disciplineandawill-
ingnesstotakepains.WasitnotPascalwhoapologizedforwritingalong
letterbysayinghedidnothavetimetowriteashorter?Betterscholarly
writingis ~ willingnesstodoitalloveragain,strikingout tedundancies,
makingtwosentencesoutofone,pausingateachmulticellularexpressionto
see ifaplainwordwillnotdoinstead.Thosewhowillnottakethetimeto
dothesethingsbelongtothe "adumbrate"schoolofwriting.Thebookspro-
ducedbythemembersofthisflourishingacademydonotcirculatewidely.
Perhapstheygaindistinctionfrom scarcity. Certainlytheyachievehigher
printingcost.

Betterwritingisnottheornamentofscholarship;itisanelementessential
tothereductionof printingexpense.

HENRY M. SILVER

Staff Adviser onPublications, AmericanCouncil ofLearnedSocieties
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"that the quality of the best,aswellasthe quantity of the whole, has setanew
standard.••• One criticism, often heard here, of American scholarly bookson
literary subjects is, however, justifiable. To put it bluntly, they areoften unreadable.
By this we mean a total lackof considerationforthe reader, a failure tocom-
municate the spirit, as opposedto the substance,of the subject. ••• Scholars are
so fearful lest they be held tobe contaminatedbythe spirit of belles-lettres that
they writesolelyfor their fellow-professionals--ahabit likelytolower learning in
public esteem.••• If American scholarswould not despisewhat isno more than
writing aclear,lively English style, in which witis not regardedasa sign of
insincerity, their mastery in the fieldof literary studies would be vastly more
evident."

CET. NONPAR. Says the artist in Johnson'sRasselas: "Ifmen wereall virtuous,
I should with great alacrity teach them all to Hy. But what would be the security of
the good,if the badcouldat pleasureinvadethemfrom the sky?"

WELCOME MAT OUT. We are now beginningtofill the December numberof
PMLA. Members are invited to submit their better efforts, and the invitation is
extended with particular cordiality tothosenow preparingpapers inthefieldsof
french or German.There has been a conspicuous falling-off inthe Germancon-
tributions. When he becameEditor afew years ago, your Secretary receivedfew
papers in American literature; nowhereceivesa good many. He then received
a numberof papersin Germanliterature;now there are but few offered. He often
wonders about these fluctuations, which hewill try to callto the attention of
members periodically. Another example: weare currently receiving the usually
high percentageof papersin English literature, but comparativelyfewin the 16th
and 17th-centuryfields.

CRITICISM. Although rarely irritable after our breakfast coffee, weconfess to
occasional annoyancewiththose members who object to stone quarries because
they arenotshowy buildings. Until the more "literary" quarterlies are ready to
publish alsotheraw materialsout ofwhich illuminating criticism and sympathetic
biographiesand entertainingcommentare built, letusbe thankful for PMLA and
the other "learned" journalswhich continueto makethe best ofthese things possible.
Criticism which addsto understandingwithout disregardingfactsisof course very
welcomein PMLA, but soare the articles which provide such criticism withits
safeguards.What we neednext isa "New Scholarship" inwhich critics andscholars
respect each other's contributions to what, after all,isa commonendeavor.

OBITER. It is probablyobviousbut letussayit explicitly: Occasionaleditorializing
in the section "For Members Only"is not an expressionof "official" policy unless
so stated.

DEEP IN THE HEART. Since 1883the MLA hasmetoncein Louisiana (1939),
once in Missouri (1933), oncein Tennessee (1890). It has never met-nordid
its former Central Division ever meet-in Arkansas, Mississippi, Oklahoma,or
Texas. Our membersin that vast areafeel isolatedand penalized,andwefeel that
we have few members there-the familiar vicious circle. At our New Orleans
meeting, however, the South-CentralMLA was organized,and itsfirst annualcon-
vention was held in 1940at Shreveport,withsixstates representedand a registra-
tion totalling 212. The present membershipis approximately800.During the war
years, 1942·45,when no meetings werefeasible, the South-Central Bulletin served
to hold the Association together. Membership (including subscription to the
Bulletin) stillcosts only ~1 a year, and we urge all modern languageteachers
in the South-Centralarea to join and participate,even if it meansnot joining the
national MLA, which isa completely separatesociety. But the Proceedingsof the
S·CMLA are regularly published in the February PMLA bothasa token of our
continued interest and asa means of informing scholars in other regions of the
activities in this one. We attended the 1949S.CMLA meeting, at Little Rock,
andsoweknowat first handthe fine work beingdoneby DeanRoger McCutcheon,
Jewel Wurtzbaugh, Charles B. Qualia, Robert M. Lumiansky, Robert T. Clark,
Leonard Beach, Alan McKillop, and many others. The MLA salutes the S-CMLA
andwishesitwell.
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CONFERENCES OF SCHOLARS

at the 1951Meeting

THE ProgramCommitteewillmake available at the 1951Annual Meeting
a numberof small conference roomsfor scholarly discussion of announced
topics. These roomswillbe allocatedto interestedmembersof the Association
underthe following conditions:

1. A petition signed bysevenor more members,stating the topic and aim
of the conference, and designating adiscussionleader) must be sent to
reach the Secretary of the Association not later than October1.

2. Legitimate petitions willbe honoredin the order of their receipt and up
to the limit of available accommodations.The normal conferenceperiod
will be one hour and a half. Requests forspecific periods should include
several periods inthe orderof preference.

3. The conference roomstobe madeavailable will accommodateno more
than twenty-five or thirty-five persons,and itwillbe the responsibility of
the discussion leader to refuse admission to additionalpersons.

4. The topic, place,andleaderofthe conferencewillbe namedin the printed
Program.If the conferenceis being held by invitation only,thisfact will
alsobe stated. Otherwise, itwillbe the responsibility ofthe discussion
leader to handle requests for admission; the Program will explain that
interestedpersonsshould write to him, and that hewill grant requestsfor
admissionup tothe limit of accommodations.

5. Only sharply defined topics, supportedby explanationsof the purposesof
the conference,willbe honored.

6. Conferenceroomswillbe allocatedwith the understandingthat the object
ofthe meetingsis not the readingof papers.On the otherhand,the mimeo-
graphingand advancecirculation of papersor reports willbe within the
spirit of the arrangement.

7. Brief reports on the conferences,if submitted promptly to the Secretary
ofthe Association, willbe published in the annualProceedings;but no
reports are required.

8.Official recognition ofeach conference isfor one yearonly. If a group
wishesto renew its discussion in 1952,itmay againpetition foraccommo-
dation.

x

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900207724 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900207724


MHRA. Annual dues have been increased to $2.10and life subscription to $28.
Vol. 21 (for 1940) of the Annual Bibliography ofEnglish Language andLitera-
ture isnow ready (price to members:$1.25;to others: $2.55).Vol. 22 (for 1941)
is expected to appearin June. Vol. 11of the Year's Work in Modern Languafles,
containingareviewof the work done1940-49in French, German,Spanish,Itahan,
and six other languages,is scheduled to appearthis month (price to members:
$4.55; to others: $5.60).Write to the AmericanSecretary, H. W. Bentley, Univ.
of Utah,Salt Lake City 1.

AMERICAN COUNCIL ONEDUCATION. Its Committeeon Foreign Language
Teaching consists of Henry GrattanDoyle (Ch.), R. H. Fife, StephenA. Freeman,
C.C. Fries, E. D. GrizzeIl, Hayward Keniston, Melva Lind, and H. T.Manuei.
Dean GrizzeIIis chairmanof the Committee on Inter-American Schools Service,
and Dean Doyle is chairmanofits subcommittee on financial aidto schools ::1
Latin America.

HONOR.The Crawshay Prize (£100), conferred by the Council of the British
Academy for an outstandingwork in the fieldof English literature, was awarded
in 1949 to Rosemond Tuve (now on PMLA'$ Editorial Committee) for her
Elizabethan and Metaphysicallmagery:RenaissancePoeticand 20th.Century Critics
(Univ, of ChicagoPress).

NEXT. The 1951 Meeting is scheduledtobe held in Detroit, Michigan,on Thurs-
day, Friday, and Saturday, December27·29.Any memberof the Association may
offer a paper to be read in either a DepartmentalSection ora Discussion Group
meeting this year. Papers or notices of papers should be sent directly to the
Chairmanof the group or section concerned;his nameand addressmay be found
in the 1950Proceedings, at the very end of the account of the particulargroup's
program,The latest possible date at whichproposals for the 1951 programcanbe
received is October 1, but notice well in advanceof this date is highly desirable,
as programsare usually made up before the deadline;copy for the completePro-
gram must reachthe printerson October15.

TITLES IN ARTICLES. The problemof whether or not touse titles in referring
to persons living or dead isa vexing one to both scholarly authors and editors
(who must worry about achieving some consistency ina given numberofa
journal). The Editor of PMLA has provisionally adoptedthe folIowing rules: (1)
Omit such titles asMiss, Mrs., Mr., Dr., or Professor in referencesto any deceased
persons (never "Mr. Shakespeare"or "Professor Kittredge," but either "Scott" or
"Sir Walter"). (2) Use titles in references to any living persons unless they are
a) prominentauthorsunderdiscussion or b) scholars cited as authorities, but (3)
use titles in directcontroversy with other scholars orinreviews,in order to avoid
seemingabrupt.Do readersthink that a "double standard"is advisablein applying
2b? That is, should we write "Sherburn and Miss Nicolson" or "Sherburn and
Nicolson?"

POSTAGE TO CANADA. Letters from the U.s. to Canadaare3cents, airmail
6cents, but postcardsare2 cents. We bring this up, not only becausewe ourselves
sometimes forget, but also because twice each year (the BalIot and the inquiry
about Research in Progress) our Canadianmemberswrite in considerableindigna-
tion to inform us that U.S. stamps on replypostcards areno good in Canada.
They are wrong; a reply postcard, bearing a 2·cent U.S. stamp, can be mailed
from Canada.Ask your postmaster.

ON DIT. "Abolish the critic at section meetingsI Such 'canned' performances,
usuaIly involving a paper on the paper, contribute little, make discussion impos-
sible, and eventually will necessitatea paperon the paperon the paper,andmay
even result in hearing a paper on a paperwhich might have been but was not
written." •••"Let's have some meetings nearerthe central part of the country."
••• "Have the next annual meeting as far in the West asisfeasible."•••
"Changethe time of meetingsto late summeror early falI-the Christmasholiday
isamost inconvenient time for those who have great distances tocome." [This
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suggestionfrom Seattle.-Ed.}•••"Is there anywayof organizingthe job.hunting
activities that goonat the Annual Meetings? And what aboutmore opportunities
like the free showing of Henry Vat the Washingtonmeeting?" •••"Would MLA
consider a placementservice forits members?" ••• "Why not publish biographies
of the candidatesfor the Executive Council?" •••"This array of names{on the
1950Ballot}, meaningnearly nothing to my limited knowledgeoutside the field of
English, emphasizeswhat I have feltsince the apparentbeginning ofa radical
changein MLA policy-that candidatesshould have announced'platforms,' or in
some other way the membershipshould have a chanceto vote onbasicissues and
not be reducedtoa choiceof half-recognizedpersonalities." •••
GRANTS. The Research Committee of the American Philosophical Society in
Decembergranted~500 to Eva-Maria Jung (Georgetown) forworkona biograph)"
of Victoria Colonna,~375 to Clarke Olney (Georgia) for work ona biographyof
BenjaminRobert Haydon.
OUT OF PRINT. The Relations ofLiteratureandScience:aSelected Bibliography,
1930-1949,first offered forsaleat the Stanfordmeeting (Sept. 1949),went out of
print in July 1950. Fred A. Dudley was good enoughto inform us: "Your notice
in 'For MembersOnly' wasa realhelp in the distribution••••The project liquidated
itself."
McKERROW-SILVER. Some copies of their articles on problemsof scholarly
publishing (reprintedfrom PMLA, April 1950),boundwith 12pagesof other use.
ful material, are still available to members whowill send us6 cents in stamps;
andwe cansuppiycopiesin quantityat ;, centseach,postagefree.
LATIN COMMENTARIES. A compilationof descriptive andcritical listsof Latin
translations from ancient Greek, and of Latin commentaries (up to1.600 A.D.)
on ancientGreek and Latin authors (up to600 AD.), isinactive progressasan
international, cooperativesdlOlarly project. Approved inMay 1945by the ACLS
Committee on Renaissance Studies, the project has since been officially approved
bythe Medireval Academy (1946),the MLA (1947),the British Academy (1947),
the Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei (1947), the Academie des Inscriptions et
Belles Lettres (1948), and the International Union of Academies (1950). More
than 100 American and Canadianscholars are currently atwork on the compila-
tion, and a numberof Europeanscholarsare also involved. For fuller information
write to the Secretary of the project, Paul OskarKristeller, 1161AmsterdamAve.,
NewYork 27, N.Y.
INANNOTATION. We sometimeswonder if many other studentsshareour irrita-
tion with those editors who profusely annotateall the passageswe already under-
stand but skip over, without so much asa comment, those that really puzzle us.
When we hadmore humility, these lacunaehelpedto increase it. Now, after more
than 20 years of research,we suspect anevil conspiracy, and we counsel younger
scholars not tobe intimidated. To future editors we recommendfrequent useof
someof the noblest words Dr. Johnson ever wrote: "What this means Ido not
know." And weadvise emulationof the spirit of HelenWaddell,who, in the fourth
edition of her MedievalLatinLyrics, answeredthose who haddeploredher omission
of manyof the greatmedievalhymns; they "are not here," she saidsimply, "because
I cannot translate them." This is the kind of humility we crave tosee explicit in
more editors. Example: we have yetto reada really helpful note on the secondline
of Milton's famous sonnet onhis blindness. (Perhaps the editors of the projected
Milton Variorum will supply this.) One can't write good notes on scientific prin-
ciplesorinthe spirit ofa compiler; unfortunately,onehasto know what heiswrit-
ing about. In our somewhatunhappyopinion, a really good annotatorwrites only
tosavea readerneedless trouble, remembersthat this readermay be quite asin-
telligent as he is,makes no paradeof learning, combines conciseness withIntel-
Iigibility, and,when in doubt-orwhen just plainstumped-alwayssaysso.
FOR YOU? The English Romantic Poets:a Review ofResearch by Bembaum,
Chew, Raysor, Thorpe, Weaver, and Wellek was published by the MLA late last
Septemberand more than 500 copies have alreadybeen sold. Price: ~2.8.5. Order
directly from the MLA Treasurer.
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