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* each case the release from this tyranny comes from talking over the business
^ngth with understanding and genuinely loving people; in the more difficult

•** of'Alice', these are the people who run a Catholic Home of Rest; with
'HJO. it is his wife who instinctively knows what to do.
•The cases have been built up from fact—we are told (and may be grateful
know) that the Home of Rest does exist, and perhaps can guess that the
"tor s insight into these matters has been gained by working there—but they

. presented in the form of fiction. This gives them the life which factual case-
rones often lack, since the necessary details for a coherent picture can all be

™ *&> the essential truth of what is being said here comes home to the reader
. a <juite natural way. "We may well have realised speculatively that failure of

^Station in adults is due to some childish element that still remains as a
^It of earlier maladjustment, and realised too that patient listening and love
bring about a cure; here we are shown that it is so.
fle book can be especially recommended to priests, so much of whose work

rsis t s in 'counselling' (to use the convenient American phrase) penitents and
. OS with real difficulties that yet do not demand the attention of a pro-
^ o n a l analyst. Technical works (such as the excellent Moral Problems Now, by

Smaier and Gleeson, brought out by the same publishers last year) are
i essary> but so is the imaginative impact of a Wingfield Hope. And all who
SeJ6 ^ connection with religious life will be interested in the alternative
sdf ^ V e n t 0 ^ s t o r y °^ 'Auce>> m which she enters a convent with all her
. entred self-righteousness, and might have turned into an unhappy and
i toted nun, but for the incident which takes her to the Home of Rest, to, t for the incident which takes her to the H m e o ,
Z/11 about herself, and so learn the ordinary human charity which is also
Religion. 7

LAURENCE BRIGHT, O.P.

Po ^ 5 > G M A S CHANGE; , by Henri Rondet, s.j.; translated by Dom Mark
n t l f ex; Burns and Oates, Faith and Fact Books, 8s. 6d.

tj

dev 1 reasons> " is m o r e ^•an usually difficult to write popularly about the
deto °jfnent °^ doctrine. First, even to see the problem of development
pr

 a knowledge of the history of Christian teaching greater than can be
fact ^ t n e general public. Second, there is not so far available any satis-
d^ ^ technical treatment of the question on which a populariser might
W ' J 1 a w r * t e r m u s t therefore first educate his readers into seeing a prob-
soi'ri

 t " e n depend largely on his own skill in order to present an acceptable
"«ou of j t -

^e b C . o n ^ e t succeeds splendidly in the first task, and fails sadly in the second,
^ t o r v f S o u n < % ty distinguishing between the progress of revelation, the
page ,. tne°logy, and the development of doctrine. Then he presents a 12-
tatj j C °^ *^e ^ 5 t 0 I T °^ doctrine, taking us swiftly through the Trini-

Christological Councils, the Pelagian controversies, the heresies pro-
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duced by the renaissances of the ninth and twelfth centuries, the discussions
the jilioque and of purgatory at Florence, and later definitions from Trent
1950. Naturally, we arrive rather breathless at the end of this travelogue tro
Nicea to the Vatican: but we get our wind back in the excellent next chap
entitled 'Three Examples of Development'. In discussing the first of his
amples—the doctrine of the particular judgment and of the possibility
enjoying the beatific vision before the return of Christ—P&re Rondet disp^T
his great talents as a historian of ideas. He illustrates his theme with quotau
from Augustine, Ambrose, Bernard, John XXII and Benedict XII: quotati
of just the right size, neither so short as to distort nor so long as to distract-
the end of this chapter no reader can be in doubt about the nature and g*̂  I
of the problem of development; though it is perhaps a pity that the author
not choose one of his examples from the field of ethics—the changing attit11

of Catholics to slavery or to usury, for example. , t

The next chapter deals with the causes of development, of which Pere R ° n r
lists five: heresy (as in the development of Trinitarian doctrine as a resul
Arianism); theological reflection (e.g. St Anselm's theory of the Redemp00 '£
the piety of the faithful (as in the development of Mariology); the influence
the liturgy (seen in the appeal to the rites of infant baptism against the Pelagian >
and the everyday teaching of the bishops in encyclicals and pastorals. , .

The final chapter is entitled 'The theory of development' and it is t 0

that we look for Pere Rondet's solution to the problems he has set his rea '
Instead, we are given more history: Gregory Nazianzen, Vincent of * ^ g
Luther, Lessing, Kant, Hegel, Schleiermacher, Sabatier, Harnack, . 1
Seeberg, Giinther and Loisy flash past. Newman's Essay is patiently saxnID\rrViro
and there is some good criticism of inadequate accounts of development. { ^
examples: the type of theory which consists merely in the productio
similes, such as the oak and the acorn, or the child and the man; and the s
tradition' theory, which conjures up a picture of Linus on his deathbed wni rj" •
ing to Cletus ' . . . and then she was assumed into heaven. But whatever y° ^
don't let this get into the papers'.) But for his final solution of the proble
what is meant by saying that a doctrine such as the Immaculate Conceptio ^
implicitly revealed before the death of the last apostle, Pere Rondet one
merely two quotations, one from Journet and one from Gy. We are to! ^
the making explicit of a truth implicitly revealed 'occurs in conformity
logic which is intrinsic, rigorous, and unescapable'. But this logical p .
'takes place wholly in the night of faith'; it accords not with what we call .
but with a 'logic of God' which is above ours, different from it in ^ ' ^
which 'goes beyond the purely rational expression which we instincti

.—» 1 / • / • • 1 • • 1 1 • • i 1 Ĵ *V _.*/i*-ife tO J»J*of it, this is dangerous playing with words. One wants t ^
. is 'logic of God'. Does it, for example, include the law *f ^

contradiction? If not, then 'the logic of God' is just a politer name for o£
think, and there is no reason why it might not be possible to see 'in the
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, ™at murder was implicitly permitted by the Fifth Commandment, or
' Christ did not rise from the dead. If so, then what makes it different in
d irom our logic ? And in any case, how are we to find out what laws it contains ?
n the whole, the book is easy to read, though there is the occasional

undi l
y g

g tautology—for example: 'The present, fruit of the past, is pregnant
, , a future which in its turn will become present and then past'. Pere Ron-

* style seems to have embarrassed the translator, so that in places the
gush version obscures the sense of the original more effectively than it masks

lts idiom.

ANTHONY KENNY

^ 1VBRANCE TO THE CAPTIVES, by Karl Barth; translated by Marguerite
W l e s « ; S.C.M., 12s. 6d.

c "arth is said by many to be the greatest theologian of this age, bul what is
sin is that none can really claim the title of theologian unless he has con-

to ru ' ^ wrestled with the searching questions which Barth has been putting
^hristianity for the last forty years.

and ^ Barth is more than this. In the book before us he is seen as a preacher,
a
 no t just preacher in the sense of lecturer or reader of learned papers, but as

jT preacher, and one preaching to an audience of critical and sceptical
t)ri C" snort sermons contained in this book were in fact preached to the

A*TS in the gaol at Basel.
cen^1On^St m a n y other qualities they have one which strikes the reader, and
Uie , 7 sn°uld strike the would-be preacher, as outstanding and of funda-
Up "nportance. This is that all his moral teaching springs from and depends
^ th a ^°8ical and doctrinal presentation. What he is out above all to show
QL . Sr e a t and mysterious fact that God has spoken to us in his Son, Jesus
peti

 0 U r Lord, and that it is through him that we are saved. And although
iosufr ! °ne must say that one feels his theological position making him give
t ^ C l e n t weight and significance to human nature as such, nevertheless it is
Jw e °* tneir firm theological rooting that his moral 'dos' and 'don'ts' go

' M Aey went home so successfully to that original and critical audience,
p ^ o n v will this book give a picture of a great mind engaged—and yes,
h^p ? S CVen k ^ h n g itself—in true evangelism, but it could also be a great

any wishing to devote their own lives in the same way.

GILES HIBBERT, O.P.

Oafp. T H E WORD OF GOD, by Lawrence Dannemiller, s.s.; Burns and
"*> 2 i s .

^e is a
scholar. k m ° S t w e ^ c o m e increase lately in books on scripture by Catholic

u t {hey do not seem to have led to any significant increase in Bible
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