
The Tradition of Christendom and the Second Vatican Council 329 

of John XXl l l  will seem, to future historians, as epoch-rnaking as that of 
Gregory VII. They were both revolutionary and instrumental in bringing 
about a transformation within the Church's life. Both pontificates raise 
in the sharpest terms the searching questions: where is the Church's 
authentic tradition? Does it allow, or perhaps does it even demand, 
such revolutionary expression ? 
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