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China’s authoritarian system rather than individual leaders to be source of this
corruption. In part, this develops from his earlier project to use Western philos-
ophy to assess China. However, by the time he completed that project, he had
concluded that it was based on an incomplete understanding of the West. Not
only is “the West” an unfinished project, as Habermas might say, but Western
thought, like all other human thought, is limited by culture and in need of criti-
cism from a more broadly human perspective. Liu has left space to regret simplis-
tic evaluations of the impact of the West. Nonetheless, he finds the political forms
presently found in many Western (and Asian) societies healthier and more digni-
fied than the current Chinese system. Charter 08, the project that resulted in his
current incarceration, unambiguously recommends a liberal political system with
individual rights, competitive elections, and majority rule. It is not hard to under-
stand how the authorities could view this as a threat to their style of governance.

Holding the system to be the source of corruption means that he views most
Chinese and not just officials as complicit. Consequently, the remedy he proposes
is a general and gradual moral awakening rather than a single act of violent revo-
lution. Exactly where China is in this process is ambiguous. On the one hand, he
celebrates the Chinese people’s increasing awareness and, in particular, how
much has been gained since the death of Mao. He finds the Internet to be an
enormous boon for the Chinese people. But, on the other hand, he is clear
that society remains weak. He writes eloquently about the seductions of
making money, of the temptations of China’s “erotic carnival” and the dangers
of extreme nationalism. In one of his darker moments, he writes that the trans-
formation may take longer than anyone imagines.

In sum, No Hatred, No Enemies offers a compelling moral vision. I would
urge anyone who is concerned that the Nobel Committee’s choice of Liu as
the 2010 Peace Prize winner was arbitrary to read this book before passing
final judgment. It could be that Liu has completely misunderstood the direction
of history and that the “China model” will be a leading force in global politics for
decades to come. But, even in that case, our understanding of the meaning of that
model will be much impoverished if we fail to take careful account of Liu Xiaobo’s
thoughtful critique.
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A Springboard to Victory: Shandong Province and Chinese Communist
Military and Financial Strength, 1937-1945. By SHERMAN XIAOGANG
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Sherman Xiaogang Lai, a former soldier of the Chinese People’s Liberation
Army (PLA), looks in this book at the role Shandong played between 1937 and

https://doi.org/10.1017/50021911812001362 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0021911812001362

Book Reviews—China 1113

1945 in shaping the conflict between the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and
the Guomindang. His primary sources are annotated wartime documents pub-
lished by provincial archivists in the 1980s and 1990s. He argues that the CCP
established dominance in Shandong by integrating guerrilla warfare with
revenue collection, grain requisition, and trade regulation and thus building a
military-fiscal state, which it sustained by exploiting the wartime standoff
between the Japanese (who lacked the capacity to administer the territory they
occupied) and the Nationalists (who accorded Shandong a marginal role in its
war). While the Communists initially adopted a low profile to conserve resources,
the Guomindang raided the railway system to support the Allies in Southeast Asia
and as a result became Japan’s principal target. Later, the Communists engin-
eered a Guomindang withdrawal from large parts of Shandong. They took
control of the countryside and established an exclusion zone for their newly
created local currency, the beipiao b2, a Shandong initiative. In Yan’an, Mao
Zedong encouraged these measures, which aligned with his emphasis on the
role of banking in trade and production in the Communist bases.

One of the many strengths of Lai’s study is the close attention it pays to the
evolution of Mao’s grand strategy in the war, in which Shandong featured as a
springboard between central and northern China. Western scholars™ attachment
to a base-area approach to studying the Chinese revolution has led to a relative
neglect of Yan’an’s role in nationally coordinating resources, seeding new areas
with battle-hardened veterans, integrating indigenous and exogenous forces,
creating pivots and key areas vital for their supraregional coordination, and
joining up the Communist north and south. Lai’s study is a useful corrective to
this failure.

Lai provides a pioneering account of the Communists” banking institutions in
wartime Shandong, which they created from scratch, along with other important
financial and economic experiments like the grain-supply and taxation agencies.
He attributes the Communists’ success in the currency wars with the Japanese
and the Nationalists to their control of Shandong’s salt resources, which they
used as a commodity support and financial reservoir.

Until the mid-1980s, Communist historians played down the importance of
fiscal systems in the CCP’s wartime strategy and attributed its achievements to
its pursuit of social justice. Lai, however, does not accept that conditions in
rural Shandong were conducive to a program of social and economic reform.
Instead, he argues that the CCP carried out a military revolution, and here he
finds parallels with the role of the fiscal-military state in nation-building in
early modern Europe. Conceding that the social, economic, cultural, and insti-
tutional settings of the birth of China’s twentieth-century party-state and
Europe’s eighteenth-century nation-states were hugely discrepant, he sup-
plements his conceptual framework with theories of coercive power and moral
agency.

It is a matter of debate whether Lai’s general conclusions are supported by
his own account of the rise of Communist power in Shandong. His thesis is
that the Communists lacked legitimacy because there were insufficient
grounds in the province for the agrarian revolution that was supposedly their
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justification, and they can therefore be said to have “hijacked” China’s National
Revolution by exploiting the Japanese invasion. But this would seem to ignore
the fact that Mao explicitly suspended agrarian revolution in 1937 and switched
his focus for the next eight years to resisting Japan and reforming people’s liveli-
hood. The evidence Lai himself presents suggests that the Communists achieved
legitimacy in the region by restoring the economy, currency, trade, and social net-
works, tasks at which the Guomindang largely failed, and by replacing the notor-
ious tianfu H * system with an egalitarian grain tax that foreshadowed the radical
changes implemented after 1945. By building new institutions, a disciplined
army, and a coherent, highly adaptive administration and by mobilizing patriotic
sentiment, they were eventually able to eclipse the Nationalists, who largely neg-
lected Shandong, failed to develop an effective military response to the Japanese
there, had little interest in establishing a unified command, spent much of their
time squabbling violently among themselves, and relied on local strongmen,
many of whom defected. As a result of their wartime successes, the Communists
could sink deep roots in Shandong, which later provided more than a quarter of
the PLA’s soldiers. The description of the Communists in Shandong as “totalitar-
ian” would also seem to contradict some of the book’s key findings. The study
shows, for example, that Communist social and economic policy in the province
changed constantly in the war years, suggesting that local leaders were aware of
the severe limits to their authority and sensitive to the constraints on them.

The writing is often inelegant and unidiomatic, and there are transcription
errors. This is hardly the author’s fault. Publishers of works in English by nonna-
tive speakers have a duty to ensure that they are edited to an acceptable standard.
Sadly, that did not happen here.
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Lineage Society on the Southeastern Coast of China: The Impact of Japa-
nese Piracy in the 16th Century. By Ivy Maria Lim. Amherst, N.Y.:
Cambria Press, 2010. xxx, 390 pp. $129.99 (cloth).
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If this were an online response, I would click on “like,” because this book is a
gem. On the basis of sound historical detective work, Ivy Maria Lim has pro-
duced a creative, interesting, and carefully researched study that juxtaposes an
underworld crisis, imperial court policy, and local response to provide a new per-
spective on the wokou (Japanese pirate) crisis of the mid-sixteenth century, por-
traying it as the catalyst for lineage formation in southeast China.

The focus of the book is the transformation (or evolution) of local society
from the lijia household registration system to lineage as the primary form of
social organization, in the town of Yuanhua in Haining County, Zhejiang
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