Your Responsibility?

Research carried out in the U.K. indicates that over
609, of the adult population suffers stomach upsets
from time to time. Furthermore, it shows that
approximately 9 million adults had recently suf-
fered symptoms variously described as billiousness,
upset stomach, diarrhoea and vomiting.

One third of this number attributed their indis~
position to circumstances which they identified as
associated with faulty hygiene.

It is pertinent to note that official reports of the
incidents of food-poisoning in England and Wales
in recent years identify less than 10,000 cases per

annum.

Whilst there is no doubt that all associated with
food handling and manufacturing are aware of the
need for improving the hygiene situation, their
awareness must be related to the situation indi-
cated by official reports. Such is the difference be-
tween the real and apparent incidence of sickness,
associated with poor hygiene standards; thereisan
urgent need to adopt measures which would
diminish the number of cases of food-poisoning
and the suffering it causes.

In addition to suffering and discomfort, the value
in terms of lost wages and salary caused by absence
due to food-poisoning is calculated to be approxi-
mately £200 million per annum in the United
Kingdom. The loss of productivity due to this
absence must be at least equal to this figure.

An international survey has identified that man-
agement and staff are not always aware of the factors
that occasion poor hygiene and the risk of food-
poisoning. This is not surprising in an industry
which is often conducted on a seasonal basis, with
casual labour often of poor educational standards
and sometimes not even able to understand English.

In addition, the rapid growth of the catering
industry and of the food-producing factory, has
brought its own problems which have an undoubted
bearing on hygiene.

What can be done?

The solution lies with the Senior Management
concerned with food handling in all its aspects. If
they themselves do not have the knowledge and
resources for establishing and continuing the appli-
cation of hygiene safeguards, they must employ
alternative resources.

J. K. Kontrol is such a service, both practical and
comprehensive, evolved by Jeyes Group Limited,
leaders in the use of chemicals in the field of
hygiene for over 100 years; it provides products,
knowhow, service and controls for the maintenance
of hygiene standards at a level which meets the
highest moral, legal, commercial and health re-
quirements.

The sole agent in the United Kingdom is
BROBAT INDUSTRIAL LIMITED
Brunel Way, Thetford, Norfolk
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