
this hostility play out forebodingly: violent clashes between the police andCarnival-goers in 1976
andmilitary-style policing of the event a year later portended the cataclysmic street disturbances of
the 1980s.Here,Davis points to a race relationsmachinery thatwas “well-intentioned” (429) but
ultimately ill equipped to deal with themounting disadvantages faced by black people—a conclu-
sion that suggests an artificial distinction between race relations and mainstream policy and that
ignores, for example, the exemption of police powers from the Race Relations Acts. In Davis’s
consideration of race overall—especially given her emphasis on housing—more attention to
efforts taken to revitalize run-down property as part of a broader movement of Black enterprise
and self-help in the inner city would also have been welcome.

But these are small quibbles. Waterloo Sunrise is an absorbing and eclectic account of
London in the 1960s and 1970s, as comfortable tracing the rise and decline of the sex industry
in Soho as it is the rise and decline of the city planner. Palpable is the sense of London in flux
and of old stitching coming undone under the weight of various crises, conflicts, and self-
determining movements. Palpable, too, is the sheer quantity of research that has gone into
animating Davis’s sixteen standalone chapters. From the Dickensian working conditions of
family-run Chinese restaurants to the fascinating testimony of Soho’s strippers and
descriptions of officially sanctioned mass rough sleeping among tourists in Hyde Park,
Davis’s narratives are evocative and unexpected and make clear the scale and complexity of
change in London in these critical two decades.

Michael Romyn
Queen Mary University of London
m.romyn@qmul.ac.uk

EMMANUEL DESTENAY. Conscription, US Intervention and the Transformation of Ireland, 1914–
1918: Divergent Destinies. London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2022. Pp. 272. $115.00. (cloth).
doi: 10.1017/jbr.2023.121

The Irish conscription crisis of April 1918 is familiar to historians of both World War I and the
Irish independence movement. The German offensive triggered by the signing of the Brest-
Litovsk Treaty in March, which permitted no less than a million German soldiers to move
from Russia to the Western Front, prompted British policy makers to consider what they
had avoided for the previous nearly four years of war: introducing compulsory military
service in Ireland. But the threat of conscription (which had been in force in Britain itself
since 1916) triggered a surge of Irish protest that contributed to Sinn Féin’s startling
victory in the December 1918 British elections, when the upstart party captured nearly all
of the seats previously held by the Irish Parliamentary Party.

This much is widely known. Nonetheless, historians have generally seen resistance to
conscription as just one small piece of the puzzle of how Sinn Féin, which sought a fully inde-
pendent Ireland, so thoroughly decimated the Irish Party, with its less ambitious objective of
Home Rule. After all, when the war began, Home Rule had (at least on paper) been achieved
and John Redmond’s party was supported by the vast majority of the Irish nationalist popula-
tion. At the center of most historical interpretations for the dramatic shift in the respective
fortunes of the two parties has been the 1916 Easter Rising, and especially Britain’s
ill-conceived executions of its leaders that followed. However, in Conscription, US Intervention
and the Transformation of Ireland, 1914–1918: Divergent Destinies, Emmanuel Destenay demon-
strates conclusively that although conscription was never implemented in Ireland, the fear of
conscription needs to be takenmore fully into account in explaining the shift. Beginning to gen-
erate popular anxieties in late 1916, he shows, the threat of compulsorymilitary service played a
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central role in Sinn Féin’s four by-election victories over the Irish Party in 1917. These victories
allowed Sinn Féin to reorganize and set the stage for the landslide of the following year.

Anxiety about conscription dovetailed with larger international events. When Woodrow
Wilson took the United States into the war in April 1917, Sinn Féin’s leaders began to
combine their opposition to enforced military service with a new language of national self-deter-
mination that they took directly from the American president. Meanwhile, the failure of the
British-organized Irish convention of that year to implement Home Rule in the face of Unionist
opposition also helped sideline the Irish Party, along with what now seemed to many as its
anemic objective of limited Irish political autonomy. “All changed, changed quietly,” Destenay
posits, in an elegant chapter title that significantly modifies Yeats’s famous line (71).

This summary does not fully convey the sophistication of Destenay’s argument or the clarity
and verve of his writing. His chapter on April 1918, for example, is now probably the fullest
account of the conscription crisis itself that we have. Also noteworthy is the range of Deste-
nay’s primary sources, which include previously unexamined correspondence from French
consuls and ambassadors in Dublin, London, and Washington. These astute diplomatic
observers of the Irish political scene act as a sort of Greek chorus throughout the entire
book, bringing a fascinating new perspective to bear on the subject.

Most impressive of all is Destenay’s deployment of a broad international framework for
what is still often seen as a specifically Irish (or Irish-British) story. Particularly in his analysis
of Sinn Féin’s embrace of Woodrow Wilson’s language of national self-determination, he goes
farther than any previous historian in applying the argument made by Erez Manela in TheWil-
sonian Moment: Self-Determination and the International Origins of Anticolonial Nationalism
(2007) to the Irish Revolution. It was not only independence activists in Egypt, India,
Korea, and China who looked to the American president as an icon of their aspirations,
Destenay forcefully demonstrates, but those in Ireland as well.

The socioeconomicdynamics of this history are perhapsnot as fully developed as theymight be:
nationalist political leaders tend to occupy center stage in Destenay’s account, while the Irish
farmers and workers whose strenuous opposition to conscription was the backbone of the move-
ment are less fully analyzed. It would have been interesting, for example, had he interrogated Paul
Bew’s suggestion in Ireland: The Politics of Enmity, 1789–2006 (2007) that the fight against con-
scription served to paper over critical socioeconomic divisionswithin Irish nationalism, as farmers
threw their support behind Sinn Féin despite their concerns about what they saw as the party’s
increasingly pro-worker policies.More importantly, wewill have towait for a final verdict onDes-
tenay’smost ambitious claim: that despite theEasterRising’s status as a national foundationmyth,
it was the threat of conscription, not Easter Week 1916, that “decisively redirected the course of
Irish history” (xiii). Whatever the final results of the debate on that claimmight be, this is a book
that scholars of the critical period from 1914 to 1918 will find indispensable.

David Brundage
University of California, Santa Cruz
brundage@ucsc.edu

CATHERINE L. EVANS. Unsound Empire: Civilization and Madness in Late-Victorian Law. New
Haven: Yale University Press, 2022. Pp. 304. $65.00 (cloth).
doi: 10.1017/jbr.2023.122

Louis Riel, Métis leader of the North-West Rebellion of 1885, was sentenced to death for
treason in 1885. Jimmy Governor, an aboriginal laborer, was executed in 1901 for a series
of brutal murders and robberies. The men seemingly shared nothing in common apart from
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