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Nazis in Skokie
Freedom, Community, and the First Amendment
Donald Alexander Downs

In 1977, a Chicago-based Nazi group announced its plans to
demonstrate in Skokie, Illinois, the home of hundreds of Holocaust
survivors. The shocked survivor community rose in protest, and the
issue went to court, with the ACLU defending the Nazis’ right to free
speech. The court ruled in the Nazis’ favor. According to the “‘content
neutrality doctrine” governing First Amendment jurisprudence, the
Nazis’ insults and villification were ‘‘neutral’’—not the issue, as far as
the law was concerned.

But to Downs, they are at issue. In Nazis in Skokie he challenges
the doctrine of ‘‘content neutrality'’ and presents an argument for
the minimal abridgement of free speech when that speech is inten-
tionally harmful. Drawing on his interviews with participants in the
conflict, Downs combines detailed social history with informed legal
interpretation in a provocative examination of an abiding tension
between individual freedom and community integrity, and between
procedural and substantive justice.

February publication _ cl. $20.00

English-Speaking Justice
George Parkin Grant

Are the assumptions at the theoretical core of liberalism a suffi-
cient basis for justice in modern times? In English-Speaking Justice
George Parkin Grant confronts this question and the developments
that have given it its urgency. His inquiry exposes the difficulties
faced by attempts to reconcile a contractual idea of justice with the
conditions of advanced technological society. Such attempts are
handicapped by the survival of beliefs about human good inherited
from Greek philosophy and Christianity, beliefs which are anomalous
in a world defined by science and technology. Tracing this anomaly
from its historical origins through the philosophical efforts and
political realities that have sustained it, Grant shows how the need to
justify liberalism has been postponed. His discussion of current
developments reveals the folly of further postponement.

January publication cl. $11.95; pa. $4.95
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The Journal Welcomes Articles on
Politically Related Topics from All

Disciplines

Previous topics in the Journal include:

® Psycho-historical perspectives on the presidency
¢ Special section on decision making and international relations
¢ Neo-medieval political theory in the 19th century

® Special section in congressional politics

Subscriptions are available for five dollars per two issues,

world-wide
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6619 Haven Hall, The University of Michigan,

Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109.
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Comparative
Strategy

AN INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL

RICHARD B. FOSTER

Editor-in-Chief
Comparative Strategy addresses itself to America’s pri-
mary problem of formulating a comprehensive strategy that
molds political, economic, and military factors into one in-
tegrated structure—a ‘‘grand strategy’’ for the conduct of its
international affairs. The journal offers articles of high
quality and great timeliness from outstanding authorities in
their respective fields.

Selected articles from Volume 4.

The Role of External Forces in Third World
Conflicts
Richard Shultz

North Korea’s Political and Economic Relations
with China and the Soviet Union: From 1954 to
1980 .

Jae Kyu Park

U.S. Ballistic Missile Defense Technology: A
Technical Overview
Patrick J. Friel

Solutions for the Palestinian Question: Israel’s
Security Dilemma
Ilan Peleg

The Role of Nuclear Weapons in the Modern
Theater Battlefield: The Current Soviet View
Ilana Kass and Michael J. Deane
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