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title and the relevant paragraph on p. 15 refer to an argumentum ad
hominem which is finally discarded on the closing page. Secondly,
Mr. Lewis shows a most curious reluctance to assert God’s time-
lessness without repeated qualifications expressing his personal un-
certainty; here he manifestly does not teach as one who has
authority. Thirdly, on pp. 23 and 29 he makes two opposite un-
derstatements about the relation between our activity and God’s
causality. Fourthly, he leaves one in doubt whether he thinks that
the Father and the Son form one or two principles of the procession
of the Holy Ghost.
Ivo THomMmas, O.P.

Security, FrEEpOoM AND HappiNess. By Andrew Gordon, S.].
(Catholic Social Guild; 2s. 6d.)

In the social teaching of the Catholic Church one finds the balance
between Communism and Capitalism. The Church, by her expe-
rience of human nature, sees that these apparent extremes will have
precisely similar results in ultimate practice; the destruction of
family life, and the reducing of the individual to a state of slavery.

Father Gordon here presents a concise outline of the principles
governing the Church’s social teaching. The author makes no claim
for the book to be anything but a preliminary guide to the Catholic
social relormer. Very briefly, the various solutions to the prob-
lems of society are analysed and tested against the teachings of
the Church : their inability to recognise the family as the social unit;
their failure to recognise the natural rights of man; and, of course,
their attempts at moral sell-sufliciency : these grave errors are found
to be hall-marked on the Capitalist System and the ‘Totalitarian
remedies of Socialism, Communism, and Fascism.

Catholic principles, as indicated in the early chapters of the book,
are permanent, and must be used as the solid foundation for the
erection of a just social order. The Catholic reformer will find the
existing political atmosphere pervaded with the spirit of compromise ;
he must beware of attempts to fuse his ideas into systems which are
spiritually and morally unsound; he must guard against the powers
attempting to seduce him by their apparent welcome; better that his
principles be tempered in open conflict thar found rusted in the
' scabbard of compromise. Catholics in England are being consis-
tently outmanoeuvred by the well organised political parties; they
will bencfit from a study of the social principles laid down by their
Church; with these weapons they may yet hold their own. The
apalling apathy of Catholics in this country since the last war left
them divided and uninformed in the Education Act crisis. It is the
duty of us all to be prepared when other crices appear, as they
surely will, our enemies will respect our principles only when they
know them to be backed by united support; we may even find many
hitherto unsuspected friends.

MauricE McLOUGHLIN.





