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adjective ‘ little '? There is a danger of losing something of
the necessary perfecting of humility and the  Inward Man’ in
the new preaching of Christianity as a cultural power.

In general the book is balanced in spite of such slips. Canon
Pfliegler is large enough in spirit to be able to criticise con-
structively. And as coming from Austria, which was called till
recently a Catholic country, it is a lesson of the bitterest prac-
tical experience.

FixBar Syxyorr, O.P.

NOTICES

Poems. By F. T. Prince. (Faber and Faber; 3s.)

Mr. Prince has written an extremely interesting group of
poems. They are interesting because he has those two pre-
requisites of the poet, a subtle apprehension of fine shades of ex-
perience, and the gift for recording those apprehensions in
phrases and rhythms which are not so much a record of the ex-
perience as a distillation of the experience itself, so that the
reading of his words is like lifting the stopper from a decanter
of Burgundy and having before one at once the whole Céte d'Or,

It is this gift of the poetic phrase that Mr. Prince has most
strongly developed as, for instance, here:

‘ The copper thunder kept in the sulky flanks of vour horse.’
There is, however, a defect which is the complement of this gift
of subtle, comprehensive and carefully-articulated phrases. The
defect is that such phrases tend to dominate the poem ; the main
theme of it becomes obscured. The core of the poem is not suffi-
ciently apparent to satisfy the mind that the juxtaposition of all
these ‘ jewels five words long ’ is valid. It is as if Mr. Prince
had written a set of Enigma Variations which were not com-
pletely satisfying in themselves, for the ear continually hungers
after the lost theme. But no one can read these poems without
being conscious of the rare quality of the author’s experience,
and without being enriched by the harmonics of that chord to
which he has been attuned.

U.F.

Wy THE Cross? By Edward Leen, C.S.Sp. (Sheed & Ward;
7s. 6d.)
NoTrRE S@ur LA Douievr. By D. V. Fumet. (Editions du
Seuil; 12 frs.)
Two meditations on the problem of pain. Fr. Leen’s book
will serve at once as spiritual reading for contemplative and
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active folk and as an apologetic for the Christian philosophy of
life. M. Fumet’'s will have a less wide but perhaps a decper
appeal. ‘A cause de cette loi qui pleure, Yahweh n’abandon-
nera pas le lieu de la triste terre. 1l y habitera justement 2
cause de la douleur, et dans la douleur, seule chose sainte qui
soit encore, en dehors de 'empire du Ciel.’
K.H.
Farrn axp ComMoN Sense. By Canon ]J. P. Arendzen, D.D.,
Ph.D. (Burns Oates; 6s.)
Tue Sunpay EpisTLEs SimpLy ExpLaiNED. By E. C. Messen-
ger, Ph.D. (Burns Oates; 6s.)

Weekly sermons from The Catholic Times and The Universe
respectively ; each providing simple instructions on the cpistle
and gospel for each Sunday of the year. While Dr, Messenger
undertakes the task of direct commentary on the, epistles, Dr.
Arendzen prefers to use epistle or gospel as a starting-point for
consideration of practical problems of Christian living. It is
good to have both these very useful and helpful series in volume
form.

K.H.

¢ The Encyclicals of the Popes are written in a traditional and
formal style, which is full of dignity but not conducive to easy
reading. Also they treat of their subjects with a thoroughness
such that considerable study is needed to extract the clear out-
lines of the message contained.” To obviate this very real and
serious difficulty ‘ an attempt has been made to express the main
outline of what the Pope teaches in language so simple that
cven the children in the top classes of elementary schools could
read it with advantage.’ These words preface an excellent para-
phrase made of Quadragesimo Anno by The Grail—a paraphrase
in semi-verse form reminiscent of Maurin’s Easy Essays—un-
der the title Tuis 1S JusTICE. THis 1s MARRIAGE is a similar
treatment of Casti Connubii. Judicious indentation would, we
think, have relieved monotony to the eye and afforded
further assistance to the mind, but we cannot be too grateful
for these highly successful efforts to make accessible to all the
main contents of these two great encyclicals (published by The
Grail, 58 Sloane Street, London, S.W.r1).

We deeply regret that in our review of Dom Gaspar
Lefebvre's Pour Comprendre la Messe in our December issue,
the esteemed author’s name was rendered Dom Gasper Lefebure
. .. . But we are consoled to learn that our reviewer’s aspiration
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for an English translation had already been anticipated by The
Grail—and very well they have done it. Like the French origi-
nal, the English edition, entitled How To UNDERSTAND THE
Mass, is published at St. Andrew’s Abbey, near Bruges,
Belgium.
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