ABSTRACTS

Who Holds the Axe? Violence and Peasants in Nineteenth-Century
Russian Depictions of the Forest

JaNE CosTLOW

In this article, Jane Costlow considers the ways in which Ivan Turgenev
and Vladimir Korolenko use literary conventions—from gothic setting
and narrative voice to metaphors of natural community—to reflect on
poaching, violence, usufruct, and rational forestry. While both authors
demonstrate concern for the fate of Russia’s forests, the narratives dis-
cussed here (two stories and a travel memoir) are tempered by a sense
of complex moral and political context, and the realities of property law
and class both before and after 1861. Costlow considers foresters’ advice
and assumptions about peasant violence and the need for “enlightened”
surveillance but focuses on imaginative writing that refuses simple solu-
tions to vexed questions. Turgenev’s narrative emphasizes the moral en-
tanglements of a narrator who wants to intervene and protect, whereas
Korolenko’s account of the trans-Volga woodlands balances critique and
ecological vision in dialogic form.

Everyday Environmentalism: The Practice, Politics and Nature
of Subsidiary Farming in Stalin’s Lithuania

DiaNA MINCYTE

In this article, Diana Mincyte looks at subsidiary farming during the years
of intense collectivization and political repressions in Soviet Lithuania,
1948-1953. Through an analysis of how peasants imagined, experienced,
and interacted with their environments, Mincyte constructs agricultural
labor as a site through which Lithuania’s peasants negotiated their rela-
tionship to the state and nature. She argues that because the peasants’
physical survival during this period depended solely on the harvests from
the farms, the peasants constructed themselves primarily as subjects of
land and nature, rather than as citizens of the Soviet state. Instead of
focusing on how individuals reinvented themselves according to the ide-
ologies of the New Soviet Man/ Woman, the environmental approach she
develops here shows that creative agricultural labor played a significant
role in the processes of building socialism in Lithuania’s villages.

The Formation of Tunka National Park: Revitalization and Autonomy
in Late Socialism
KATHERINE METZO

In this article, Katherine Metzo examines the creation of Tunka National
Park in Russia’s Lake Baikal region. Formed in the last days of the Soviet
Union, the park represents the efforts of local indigenous elite to manipu-
late state policies on conservation to return control over natural resources
to the local population. Metzo sees the formation of the park as part of
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a cultural revitalization movement through its ties to a broader Buriat
national-cultural movement that emerged in late socialism. Movement
leaders were unye, in Alexei Yurchak’s sense of the word, as they promoted
their personal as well as the national-cultural agenda through the in-
between spaces created in the discussion of nature conservation.

The Complicity of Trees: The Socionatural Field of /for Tree Theft
in Bulgaria
CHAD STADDON

This article presents a critical political ecology of the various forms of tree
theftin a Bulgarian locality. Based on primary fieldwork carried out almost
annually since 1992, Chad Staddon argues that even in a relatively tightly
bounded space such as asingle locality or forest stand, environment-society
relationships are sufficiently complex to make the enterprises of analy-
sis and theory-building quite challenging. Yet, as this case study of tree
theft shows, it is precisely because environment-society relationships are
so intertwined that a “symmetrical” treatment of humans and nonhuman
actors is required that takes us well beyond the bounds of “traditional”
political ecology. Locating the treatment of tree theft in just such a social
theoretical framework offers many benefits. Staddon contends that it is
not possible to really understand, or develop policy for, tree theft without
carefully considering the relational networks that bind together all the
protagonists, including loggers, foresters, policy-makers, and local peo-
ple, as well as trees, forests, road networks, and other nonhuman agents.

From Partiinost’ to Nauchnost’ and Not Quite Back Again: Revisiting
the Lessons of the Lysenko Affair

ETHAN POLLOCK

Stalin’s support for Trofim Lysenko in the late 1940s has come to exemplify
Stalinist science and the deleterious effects of gross political intervention
in scientific affairs. In this article, Ethan Pollock turns our attention to the
harsh criticism of Lysenko that occurred in the Central Committee in the
last years of Stalin’s life and situates that criticism within a broader move
in Soviet ideology toward nauchnost’ or scientific truthfulness. In the later
1950s nauchnost’ grew even stronger in nearly every other field of science.
Still, Lysenko prolonged his hold on power in Soviet agricultural science
as Nikita Khrushchev attempted to reassert the importance of partiinost’
or partymindedness. Lysenko’s promises of great agricultural rewards and
plans to radically transform nature were only fully rejected by the party
when Khrushchev himself was removed from office.

When Croatia Needed Serbs: Nationalism and Genocide in Sarajevo
(1941-1942)
EmiILYy GREBLE BALIC

While a central policy of the Independent State of Croatia during World
War II called for the removal of “Serbs,” the majority of people who
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identified themselves (or were identified by the regime) as Serbs in
Sarajevo—the second largest city in the state—remained “safe.” In order
to understand why this was the case, Emily Greble Bali¢ examines the in-
terplay between local identity politics and state policies of genocide and
nation-building. In so doing, she sheds light on such broad issues as the
ambiguity of national identity at the local level; the limitations of tradi-
tional understandings of “resistance”; and the options open to members
of the victim, or “foreign” group, as a result of the disjunction between
national and local agendas.
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