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In 1953 the Law Faculty of the University of Leyden set up the
Documentation Office for East-European Law for the purpose of the
systematic study and documentation on the law of the countries behind
the Iron Curtain, primarily the Soviet Union.

In general the law of the Soviet Union differs considerably from the
legal systems of the Western countries.

However there are exceptions: some chapters of Soviet law bear
resemblance to Western legal provisions. The student of the law of the
USSR should pay attention both to differences and similarities, other-
wise his knowledge of this interesting subject will be one-sided and
inaccurate.
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