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The Symposium Proceedings bring together 
contributions and discussions by leading inves-
tigators in the field of research of nearby 
galaxies and provides many up-to-date results. 
The book interrelates radio observations, optical 
data and theoretical interpretations in order to 
give the reader an overall picture of this 
rapidly expanding subject. For instance: very 
deep optical photographs and deep radio maps 
show that galaxies extend much further than 
was previously thought. Computer simulations 
as well, have become increasingly important 
for the understanding of the dynamics of 
galaxies. 

The main topics discussed in this book are: 
I. The smooth background: large scale kinemat-
ics, observational evidence for massive haloes. 
II. Spiral structure and star formation: con-
frontation of theory with observations, molecu-
lar line observations. III. M31 and M33: 
detailed investigations leading to many new 
results. IV. Nearby active galaxies and their 
nuclei: properties of nuclei in various types of 
galaxies, correlations with other properties of 
galaxies, significance of nuclei for the large 
scale structure. V. The outskirts of galaxies: 
distortions in the outer parts, warps, tails and 
interacting galaxies. 
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