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WARREN BARTLETT WALSH, 1909-1979 

Warren Bartlett Walsh, professor emeritus of Russian history at Syracuse Uni­
versity, died June 9, 1979 in his home in Dewitt, New York. Professor Walsh pur­
sued his undergraduate degree at Tufts University and his doctorate at Harvard 
University, working under the direction of Professors W. L. Langer and M. M. 
Karpovich. All of his teaching and scholarly work was done at Syracuse University, 
where he joined the Department of History in 1935. Professor Walsh was an in­
spiring lecturer and an excellent teacher. Despite his high standards and his rugged 
demands, his undergraduate courses in Russian history always attracted large 
enrollments. His graduate students knew him as an exacting master who imparted 
sound historical training, but who also urged his students to be aware of and profit 
by the findings of other scholars in fields such as anthropology and social psychology. 

Professor Walsh organized the Board of Russian Studies at Syracuse Uni­
versity and served as its chairman for many years. During World War II, he par­
ticipated in a famous Rumor Clinic along with the distinguished social psychologist, 
Floyd Allport. As a result, when Russia became involved in the war, Walsh was 
widely sought after as a speaker on Soviet affairs. 

He served as chairman of the Department of History at Syracuse from 1961 
to 1967, at a time of expansion and significant change for the department. Professor 
Walsh served for a time as director of political studies at the National War College 
in Washington, D.C. Later he taught and lectured at many of the advanced colleges 
of the various armed services. The Department of the Army awarded him the highest 
decoration which can be conferred on a civilian. 

Professor Walsh was a prolific historian, having contributed many articles to 
professional journals. He is probably best known for his widely used and very suc­
cessful Readings in Russian History, which went through many editions. He also 
wrote a highly successful book, Russia and the Soviet Union. 

A true son of New England, Professor Walsh loved the Maine coast where he 
had a summer home and spent many summers completing some of his best writing. 
He is survived by his wife, Elizabeth, three daughters, and several grandchildren. 
He will be fondly remembered by over a score of candidates who completed their 
doctoral work under his direction. 

KENNETH I. DAILEY 

Xenia, Ohio 

VLADIMIR WEIDLfi, 1896-1979 

Vladimir Vasil'evich Weidle, Chevalier de l'Ordre du Merite Artistique et Litteraire, 
art historian, critic, essayist, and poet, was born in St. Petersburg in 1896. He 
graduated in history from the University of St. Petersburg in 1916. From 1916 to 
1918, he lectured in history, and taught history of West European medieval art from 
1921 to 1924 at the same university. In 1924, he emigrated to Paris, where he con­
tributed to Russian literary journals and newspapers. He had begun to publish long 
before his move to Paris, however. His article about Marcel Proust appeared in the 
St. Petersburg journal The Contemporary West, two poems and several critical 
reviews appeared in the journal The Russian Contemporary, and his first literary 
essay on Alexander Blok and his poem "Oda" appeared in the almanac Tomorrow 
(Berlin, 1923). 

During the period 1932-52, Weidle was professor of Christian art and Western 
religious history at the Russian Theological Academy in Paris. He served as director 
of programing at Radio Free Europe in Munich from 1953 to 1958. Later he was 
appointed professor at the European College in Brugge (Belgium). He lectured at 
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the Institute of the History of the Arts at the University of Munich in 1964-65, 
and subsequently at the State University of New York in New York City in 1968, 
and at Princeton University in 1970. He delivered a series of lectures and papers 
on the history and theory of Russian and West European art at various congresses 
and conferences held in Oxford, Rome, Florence, Athens, Amsterdam, Brussels, 
Paris, Vienna, Salzburg, Munich, Hamburg, Basel, and Ascona. 

Weidle is the author of numerous important studies of Russian and West 
European art and culture. His major works include Poeziia Khodasevicha (Paris, 
1928), Les Abeilles d'Aristee: Essai sur le destin actuel des Lettres et des Arts 
(Paris, 1954), Les Icones Byzantines et Russes (1940), La Russie absente et presente 
(Paris, 1949, which was translated into German, Spanish, Japanese, and English, 
and awarded the Rivarol Prize), The Baptism of Art (London, 1950), Vechernii 
den' (New York, 1952), Zadacha Rossii (New York, 1956), Les Mosaiques Vim-
tiennes (Florence, 1956), Bezymiannaia strana (Paris, 1968), and 0 poezii i poetakh 
(Paris, 1973). Weidle's verses have appeared in many collections of poetry, among 
them Concord (Washington, D.C., 1966), the almanac Aerial Ways, and The New 
Review. His poems about Rome and Venice and the blissful Italian landscape of th'e 
Mediterranean Sea and its neighboring regions are intense in their evocative power 
and aesthetic appeal, for he worshipped Italy and its art. In 1957, Weidle received 
the UNESCO Prize for his study, "La Biologie de l'art," which appeared in the 
journal Diogene. He enjoyed the friendship of Jean Paulhan, Jacques Maritain, and 
of the editorial directors of Nouvelle revue frangaise and Nouvelles litteraires. 

Sensitive to its sound, rhythm, and the variety of possible arrangements of de­
tails in its fabric, Weidle became, after 1958, a writer of artistic prose, not, as he 
insists, to be confused with belles-lettres, a genre which, according to Weidle, Russian 
literature lacks. He planned to entitle a collection of his nonfiction prose with one 
of Pushkin's lines, "Prezrennoi prozoi govoria." Some of his later books in Russian 
are written in this manner. Their style is clear and straightforward, devoid of eccen­
tricities and whimsy, but abounding in elements of humor and manifesting great 
vividness. Weidle's place in world and Russian emigre literatures, however, is de­
termined principally by his refined and perceptive literary critiques and his erudition 
in art history. His works in these two areas have become some of the most valuable 
achievements in Western criticism. To the sophisticated and experienced reader, his 
essays are masterpieces of enlightenment and a revelation in scholarship. 

The place vacated by the death of Professor Weidle will remain vacant. There 
is no one in the field of culture, art, and literary criticism who can occupy it. His 
memory will be perpetuated and recalled by all who knew him. He will be missed 
by friends all over the world. Weidle was not only a very warm and generous person 
but also "the last of our humanists" in the meaning that this word acquired during 
the Renaissance. 

TEMIRA PACHMUSS 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
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