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Teaching and Learning Conference Convenes in
Long Beach, California

rom Friday February 10 to Sunday

February 12, attendees gathered in

Long Beach, California for the 14th
Annual Teaching and Learning Confer-
ence. The program committee organized
a very dynamic program of sessions and
workshops around the theme “The 21st
Century Classroom: Creating an Engaging
Environment for all Students.” The pro-
gram opened with the Keynote Address by
Nancy Thomas of the Tisch College of Civic
Life at Tufts University. During this key-
note session, APSA President David Lake
of the University of California at San Diego
offered remarks and presented two presti-
gious awards: the 2017 CQ Press Award
for Teaching Innovation and the Michael
Brintnall Award.

The 2017 APSA Teaching and Learning
Conference (TLC) focused on promoting
greater understanding of how to create an
engaging environment for all students in the
classroom. The conference was organized
using a working group model which permits
in-depth discussion and debate on pedagogi-
cal issues relevant to the political science
discipline. This year the main track themes
addressed issues of civic engagement, core
curriculum and general education, the inclu-
sive classroom, innovative subfield strategies,
the Socratic method, and the virtually and

technologically enhanced classroom. The
panels and workshops presented research
on best practices in political science edu-
cation and how all teachers can effectively
train students to think analytically, write
effectively, and evaluate, consume, and gen-
erate knowledge.

APSA staff and TLC organizers thank
those who participated and those who sup-
port APSA’s commitment to excellence in the
scholarship of teaching and learning. The
TLC is a central part of APSA programs
supporting the practice and scholarship of
teaching and learning. Moreover, APSA contin-
ues to expand this commitment: recently the
Journal of Political Science Education became
available to all APSA members; the syllabi
collection on the website continues to grow;
and the amount of teaching and learning
programming at the Annual Meeting has
substantially increased.

For over a decade, the Teaching and
Learning Conference has brought together
educators who use this event to generate
ideas and develop techniques which stimu-
late conversation in the discipline about ped-
agogical research and innovations. This year
continued that tradition. The proceedings of
the meeting will be shared discipline-wide
through the track summaries featured in the
July issue of PS: Political Science & Politics. m
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Above: Nancy Thomas, director, Institute

for Democracy and Higher Education at Tufts
University's Jonathan M. Tisch College of Civic
Life, delivers the opening keynote address on
Friday.

Below Left: Attendees enjoy a pasta bar at
the opening reception on Friday evening.

Below: Brooke Thomas Allen, Macomb Com-
munity College, receives the 2017 CQ Press
Award for Teaching Innovation from APSA
president David Lake.
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Undergraduate students from Eastern Michigan University present in the Civic Engagement track Mikhail Beznosov, University of West Georgia, talks
on Saturday. during a session of the Inclusive Classroom track.

Above: A discussant responds during the Core
Curriculum/General Education track on Saturday
morning.

Right: J. Cherie Strachan, Central Michigan
University, discusses during the Inclusive
Classroom track on Saturday afternoon.

Exhibitors from Pearson (left) and Univeristy of Toronto Press (center) talk Attendees enjoy a sponsored “coffee break” by Pearson. College Board also
to attendees during a break on Saturday afternoon. sponsored coffee on Friday afternoon. APSA appreciates our 2017 TLC
sponsors!
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TOP TEN REASONS 10O BE
AN APSA MEMBER.
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Increase your professional visibility Get professional development
& stay connected to 12,000 advice & support from experienced
political science professionals. & senior members of the
profession through the APSA
Mentoring Program.
Stay up-to-date on the latest Get your research funded through
research in political science with one of the APSA Centennial
access to APSA's three leading Center's programs or by applying
peer-reviewed political science for a small research grant!
journals.
Search the latest job openings APSA recognizes excellence in the
using APSA eJobs, the most profession by awarding members
comprehensive database of jobs for outstanding dissertations,
related to political science. Browse papers, articles, & books in various
the newest listings and upload your subfields of the discipline.
resume today!
Engage with your colleagues Apply for the Congressional
interested in similar subfields of Fellowship Program, a unique &
political science by joining an APSA highly-selective non-partisan
Organized Section. program devoted to expanding
knowledge & awareness of
Congress.
Enjoy member-only discounts of up Get involved in one of APSA's
to 46% off the registration fee for International Programs
the APSA Annual Meeting and designed to promote closer
APSA Teaching & Learning interaction between American
Conference. and non-American political
o scientists.

For more information about the American Political Science Association
or to join visit us online at www.apsanet.org.
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ASSOCIATION

ings together political scientists from

inguin ons; and.occupational _
endeavors de academe to deepen oy
understanding of politics, democracy, and ‘
citizenship throughout the world.
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