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'WEAPONS MIGHTY TO GOD'
A.R.

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the fesn-
For the weapons of our warjare are not carnal but mighty to God, unto
the pulling down of fortifications, destroying counsels. And every higM
that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God: and bringing
captivity every understanding unto the obedience of Christ. Andhai
in readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience shall ve

fulfilled.—2 COR. 10, 3-6.

THERE seem to be so many vital problems in the world 0
today, which cry out for a solution. There is so mUOJ,
moral and physical suffering everywhere, that people °,

good will often cannot discern where lies the greatest need °
bringing relief. It may perhaps be a consolation to those vw* '
by the goodness of God, possess the Catholic faith, to understai^
more clearly the powerful aid that their life, lived truly on a supe

natural plane, can render to mankind. For St Paul, in the te
quoted, is writing to ordinary Christians, expounding in ^°
powerful terms the tremendous force of our spiritual weap0*1'
His words are equally applicable today and seem to suggest tn*
our problems are truly only solved in God, by our compJ.
submission to him. We need, then, to examine more cloS 1
these 'divinely powerful weapons' (2 Cor. 10. Knox). We fl}
rekindle the enthusiasm of that great Apostle and yield oursel
more generously to the supernatural life to which we are be
urged. Indeed, there are already some persons, the contempt .
religious, who are wholly dedicated to such a life. So great is j
power that, far from shutting themselves away from the W
and its suffering, they arc found to be fighters in the front ji^
'wrestling . . . not against flesh and blood but against p r i ^
and powers, against the rulers of the world of this
against the spirits of wickedness in high places' (Eph. 7, I2)/ S(

These weapons, then, that we wield are the theological vir
which are 'mighty to God' because they are supernatural, ^
God as their object. It is in the first place essentially the life °.
which is an assertion of the supreme importance of ^
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'WEAPONS MIGHTY TO GOD' 545

values and the things of God in a materialistic age. This theologi-
cal virtue, as St Thomas says, 'implies assent of the intellect to that
which is believed'. The object of faith is primarily the First
Truth and secondly matters connected with that Truth. A living
raith informed by charity recognizes the First Truth as God, the
Creator. But this Creator is also the Father who has so loved the

as to cause its redemption by the Incarnation, Passion and
death of his only-begotten Son. This truth is so vital that the
contemplative surrenders his whole life to God by a profession
of vows which bind him in union with his Redeemer, to his
r^eator, um& death. He has become so fascinated by the Truth,
the very Person of Christ, the second Person of the Blessed
innity, that he seeks to become more and more identified with

m- So this work of faith and contemplation is a mighty spiritual
Weapon raised against atheism, the utter denial of God, or a
lofty intellectual pride which refuses to submit to the teaching
authority of the Church, and hence to God. Such pride of intellect

t Paul vividly describes as 'every height that exalteth itself
against the knowledge of God'. Only the humility in a life of
aith, a life wholly directed towards God and which is 'doing the
ruth in charity', can break down these heights of spiritual pride

, . obtain from God graces of conversion. 'Stand fast, your
oins girt with truth, the breastplate of justice fitted on and your
fet shod in readiness to publish the gospel of peace. With all

s> take up the shield of faith, with which you will be able to
^ench all the fire-tipped armour of your wicked enemy; make

e helmet of salvation your own and the sword of the spirit,
od s word. Use every kind of prayer and supplication.' (Eph. 6,

:4-i8. Knox.)

'A Ut ^ S t^leo^ogica^ virtue of faith must be united to those other
ivinely powerful' weapons of hope and charity. 'You must wear
the weapons in God's armoury, if you would find strength to

resist the cunning of the devil.' (Eph. 6, n . Knox.)
. ls love which we must exercise the whole time, in all our daily

e ationship with others, for such charity is strong 'unto the pulling
.̂ >wn of fortifications, destroying counsels' (2 Cor. 10). All the

erior barriers of self-centred love should crumble before the
fliands of fraternal charity. Especially where there are souls
parated by God to be his own possession in a religious com-

^ty, there is no place for petty divisions, separations or
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jealousies. Thus the contemplatives, being purified of all selfish-
ness, strive to become pure vessels of love, channels through
which the superabundant riches of grace and divine life are
poured out upon others. When love reigns supreme it radiates
upon the world outside 'ready to pull down strongholds' (2 Cor.
10. Knox), able to pierce through barriers which separate nation
from nation, and race from race. Love is a penetrating force, a
mighty unifying power, which reaches the very heart, destroying

. human counsels of revenge and aggression. It has always been the
true sign of a follower of Christ, whose last prayer and actions
upon earth had expressed his ardent desire for unity, in love. It1S

significant that St Thomas (Commentary in Joannem, 13, 35/
describes this fellowship of charity in almost military terms, since
love makes us members of the army of Christ. 'We should remem-
ber that the man who is numbered among the soldiers of any
king must carry his insignia. Now the insignia of Christ are the
insignia of charity. So whoever wishes to be numbered amon^
the soldiers of Christ must be signed with the character of charity-

Closely linked with the theological virtue of charity is that 0*
hope, which reaches out to die power and mercy of God. £°
many people everywhere today are secretly crushed by fear of w1

evils which threaten the world by the use of atomic warfar^
There are few who have not experienced a cold horror and drea
of the far-reaching destructive force of a hydrogen bomb. ™
against this we must assert our supernatural hope and learn t
lean upon the help of an all-powerful, all-merciful Father, ^°
only wills what is best for mankind.This work of trust in the poWe

of God and in the infinite merits of Christ is a work of spiritua

infiltration. Especially is this true of die contemplative religi01^'
who form a kind of sixdi column, a fitting reparation for "*,
insidious fifth column, by their life dedicated to prayer an
sacrifice. By their daily share in the Mass, they plead for the nierw
of God upon the world they have left. 'Great statesmen belie
that the way to govern is to know how to use force opportune ;•
For us our great resource is to get within this universal misery
the world and to try, by countless good deeds, to fill up t^j
chasm. Those who are merciful attain, even in supernatu
things, results which violence cannot. To have sympathetic wor '
to be good, good again, and always good, is die means of reig^ P
over hearts. It is the most penetrating political strategy. M J

https://doi.org/10.1017/S026935930001329X Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S026935930001329X


'WEAPONS MIGHTY TO GOD' 547
t 0 exclude violence, we must not for all that neglect

nty: brotherly correction is counted among the works of
ercy. But ordinarily it is by gentleness, the good tilings proceed-

o § i ° m i a svmPathetic heart, that we shall have entry into other
People s hearts . . . when the heart is gained all the rest comes '
I1 ere Gardeil, o.p.).

lo " l • ^ ^aU^ s e e m s t o s u m UP the activity of these theo-
^gical virtues in an act of obedience. Upon that first surrender to
^ w h i c h is an obedience of the mind follows submission of
it^if tO ^ ° ^ ' *" °PPosition to that 'excessive pride which sets
stri UP a ? a i n s t t h e t r u e knowledge of God' (2 Cor. 10. Knox) we

Ve to live in humility ,the most fundamental attitude of the
sitt^A r e "S C r e a t o r ' a n d i n obedience, which is the trustful
ol/d r °*"a sou* t o i t s G o d - Ic w a s m t n e first pla c e by dis-
W r

e l e n c e tnat Adam fell from grace. Our redemption was

Lo A^ • t^le Per^"ect' l ° v m g obedience and sacrifice of our
etic ' *S Part^ci^arly m tnis virtue that we are supported and
t>r 5a§ed hy the example of contemplative religious who ex-
untdl d ° f f e r i n g o f their whole life to God by vowing obedience
Vow ' ^ ^t Thomas says, it is the 'chief of all religious
With u" ' a n ' ' •<extends to those acts which are closely connected
reli ' CnC* °^ rehgion'. By this surrender of their will, these
in th°U S a t e e xPr e s s i nS the submission of all their fellow Catholics
thin C ̂ °f^" S o obedience restores daily to Almighty God some-
the ^ 11 homage due to him. As it is lived from day to day in

co humility of a creature wholly dependent on God, it
^ S acontinuation of the obedience of Christ, into whose all-

suPplication our own prayer is absorbed. This great
T V ob«lience towards God of those who believe is so

it purposes to include all other souls, 'bringing into
u n d e r s t a n d ing unto the obedience of Christ',
to the Truth so that they too may be possessed

W h e n t h i s o b e d i e n c e is fulfilled, only when all
Chri t ^ t c n e d in the Word and all wills subjected through
reven ° ? ' m a y he in his justice tempered by infinite mercy

S o
 g e a n d bring to nought all disobedience.

s°luti(^e fte i n s P i r e d by the words of St Paul to discover the
ttiovin ° U r Pr°blems, not in ourselves but in God, and in our
°bedie °U<t t o w a r d s him through the theological virtues, in

• ror mough we live in the flesh, we are not engaged
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in a carnal warfare. For the weapons of our campaigning are not
carnal, but they are mighty enough by divine appointment for
the destruction of fortresses and we overturn human reasonings
and every form of high-mindedness exalting itself against the
knowledge of God, and we bring every thought into captivity to
the obedience of the Christ. And we are prepared to punish every
disobedience, as soon as your own obedience is thorough.' (Fr

Spencer, o.p. Trans. 2 Cor. 10.)

GREEK AND JEW

CONRAD PEPLER, O.P.

IN the last few centuries before the coming of Christ the
influence began to make itself felt. It reached Judea h
Egypt where there was a great number of Jews centred

Alexandria. But there was also a direct influx of the
sacramental hellenic view of religion from the cities w h j
Alexander himself founded in Palestine. The Jews were introduced
to the families of the gods, and the Machabees revolted agaii^
tliis attack on their allegiance to Jahwe, for the hellenic familiarity
with the gods naturally offered its attractions. But it was no lW

the Greek myths that the greatest influence was felt. These
rejected. But the intellectualization of Greek philosophy
spreading all over the near East, and it was this that was we
to Jewish thought in the Wisdom literature. There was #
wavering about the transcendence and uniqueness f J h ^ e

the Jewish faith and outlook remained untouched yet the
influence emphasized the 'interior' aspect of their religion
gave a new approach to Jahwe as the God of Creation.
was seen still as a part of that divinely organized world, but in t*1.
Wisdom literature he views the organization and orderliness
it all and he is less bound up in its inevitable functioning by nie»
of the ritual of sacrifice, and more directed towards the conte*11

plation of God's working in nature—more of the beholder &
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