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REVIEWS
MAMMALS OF THE BRITISH ISLES. By PHILIP STREET. Robert

Hale. 21s.
This book is a survey of the mammals in Britain and is clearly

directed at the field naturalist. It is carefully compiled and well
illustrated, and there is much information not usually found in
a popular book on animal life. The task of the writer of such a
book as this in these days is no light one, because our mammals
have been receiving more attention of recent years, and in
consequence new details of the lives of some species are being
discovered almost every year. This means that an author may
well quote another authority in the course of his work, only to
find after the publication of his own book that further advances
in our knowledge about this or that creature have been made
since his manuscript has been sent in.

This applies here, particularly to the mole, about which
Dr. and Mrs. Peter Crowcroft produced a monograph in 1960.
This work would not have been available to Mr. Street and
therefore no surprise should be felt by the reader of the book
under review at the absence of any mention of the Crowcrofts'
work and investigations. This is no fault of Mr. Street, but it
does serve to draw attention to the rapid increase in our know-
ledge of British mammals—previously a sadly neglected group.

It is somewhat surprising that no reference is made to
Dr. Ernest Neal's well-known work on the badger ; this is a pity
since Mr. Street states that cubs are born in March and April
whereas February is the usual month for birth ; and the young
are coming above ground in April and even in late March.

An unusual feature in this book is the inclusion of a chapter
dealing with breeding mammals for their fur—mink and chin-
chillas. Whatever may be the future of the mink industry in
Britain the prospect of anyone making a fortune out of chinchillas
seems slight.

Mr. Street has presented us with a diligently compiled account
of the natural history of our mammals and it should be of use to
amateur naturalists, teachers and pupils.

M. K.

SHELL LIFE ON THE SEASHORE. By PHILIP STREET. Faber
and Faber. 18s.

Many naturalists and others interested in wild life find them-
selves in the guise of beachcombers at some time in theu4 lives.
To these Mr. Philip Street's book will offer much enjoyment.
N*
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