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fully than before and their use to be brought
into clearer focus. Established opinions are
challenged when, from a study of forty-eight
manuscripts and an exhaustive examination of
the Orpheus metre in particular, it is argued
that King Alfred and his helpers did not use a
Latin commentary on Boethius's text at all
when composing their vernacular prose version
of the De consolations philosopbiae but instead
drew on a range of authors known in their
circle. Two penetrating and comprehensive
contributions are made to Beowulf studies: the
hundred or so nominal compounds or genitive
combinations referring to warriors are
individually examined in context, and the scale
and quality of the pioneering achievement of
textual critics in the first half of the nineteenth
century are systematically plotted.

A bibliography of the previous year's work
in all branches of Anglo-Saxon studies
completes the book in the usual way.
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Anglo-Saxon England

'On ne saurait qu'admirer la presentation et la tenue scientifique de cette
publication qui est appelee a stimuler les etudes anglo-saxonnes et doit
devenir pour les chercheurs en cette matiere, un instrument de travail
indispensable.' Revue Beige de Philologie et d'Histoire
'This is the seventh volume of the valuable series inaugurated by Peter
Clemoes in 1972. Like its predecessors it draws on the whole sphere of
Anglo-Saxon studies with thirteen articles ranging from carpentry to
numismatics, from lapidaries to Easter cycles. Many of the papers look at
hitherto neglected areas of research.' Literature and History
'Cette publication annuelle suscite chaque annee les memes eloges. Elle
constitue une veritable encyclopedic, necessaire aux lecteurs de vieil-
anglais et aussi a tous ceux qui s'interessent a l'Histoire . . . Le livre
[vol. 7] • • • doit figurer dans toute bibliotheque universitaire.'

Etudes Anglaises

Volume 10

This volume is the equal of any of its predecessors in range and
significance. Two important authorship questions are settled, the
discovery of a major Northumbrian settlement is reported, the conceptions
of Old English literature which have prevailed during the last three
hundred years are paraded for critical inspection and substantial
contributions are made to our knowledge of subjects as diverse as a
monastic library of the first rank, eighth-century Latin poetic activity,
metrical technique and literary convention in our greatest surviving
vernacular poem, the family basis of political power in the tenth century,
late Anglo-Saxon legal concepts, and scientific exposition in the early
eleventh century. The usual bibliography and an index to volumes 6-10
round the book off.

The contributors are Peter S. Baker, Janet M. Bately, Carl T. Berkhout,
Martin Biddle, T. J. Brown, Daniel G. Calder, Peter A. Clayton,
C. R. E. Coutts, Elaine Tuttle Hansen, Calvin B. Kendall, Simon Keynes,
Michael Lapidge, Patrick Sims-Williams, Pauline Stafford,
J. K. S. St Joseph, Rodney Thomson and A. Williams
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