
process. The relative difference in wealth between membership of this fraternity at
St Catherine’s and those in the ‘castle church’ is made clear by the fees charged to
their members for communal feasts and the pay they could offer to the servants
who prepared it. St Anthony’s, for example, paid the cook they hired to prepare
their members’ food between 13 and 14 shillings and charged individual brothers
5 shillings to attend each feast in the later 1400s, while the fraternity at St
Catherine’s paid their cook a measly 4 shillings and charged around 2 shillings or
less for each brother at the communal meal. Not all the membership at St
Catherine’s were as well behaved as the stewards probably hoped, with fines for
late payment of fees and other misdemeanours appearing frequently, lending the
records reproduced in this section plenty of character. The case of the two men
fined half a pound of wax each for drinking too much beer and talking during the
presentation of the host remind readers today that people did not just join fraternities
to engage in collective prayer, but to socialize, converse and drink beer (p. 292).

The materials printed in this volume have remained inaccessible for decades,
with the bulk of Lübeck’s fraternity records only returned to the city archive in
the 1990s, after being forcibly dispersed in the wake of World War II to repositories
as far afield as the DDR, the Soviet Union and Armenia. Jahnke has, therefore, pro-
duced a valuable edition of rich and fascinating sources that shed light on various
aspects of urban life, piety and community, coupled with helpful critical introduc-
tions to the fraternities and a thorough index. This volume does not just make
Lübeck’s fraternities accessible to a new generation of scholars, but sets an example
for future studies to follow.

Mark Whelan
University of Surrey

Elizabeth A. New (ed.), Records of the Jesus Guild in St Paul’s Cathedral,
c. 1450–1550: An Edition of Oxford, Bodleian MS Tanner 221, and Associated
Material. Woodbridge: Boydell & Brewer, 2022. 311pp. 6 plates. £40.00 hbk.
doi:10.1017/S0963926822000761

The Jesus Guild was one of medieval London’s, and England’s, most socially and reli-
giously significant fraternities. This book presents all of the known surviving docu-
ments relating to the Jesus Guild (officially dedicated to the Holy Name of Jesus),
which was based in the crypt of St Paul’s Cathedral, London. New’s comprehensive
introduction provides the reader with key contextual information about the guild,
including its governing structure, sources of income and devotional activities.
Membership records of the Jesus Guild do not survive but a picture is sketched of
its reach through the guild’s system of farming of devotions: for an annual sum, indi-
viduals could purchase the right to collect offerings on behalf of the guild in English
and Welsh dioceses (and Ireland, too, for a time). This reach firmly establishes the
Jesus Guild as a national fraternity, alongside similar organizations such as the
guild of St Mary’s, Boston, or the Palmers’ Guild of Ludlow. Of the known members,
reconstructed by New through the records and last wills and testaments, there are a
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range of occupations present among the brethren, although the lowest economic
bracket of individuals were not welcomed into the guild, as vividly illustrated when
the beadle was paid for keeping poor people out of the Jesus Chapel in 1529/30
(p. 207). Alongside a thematic discussion of the guild, the introduction includes a
detailed section on the provenance and codicology of the manuscript in which
New uses palaeographic evidence to great effect to detect developments and changes
in relation to the guild’s main scribe and his employment outside of the guild.

The records themselves are a jumble of documents, including copies of letters
patent, later royal confirmations, guild ordinances, property deeds and annual
accounts. New’s transcription of these documents is complemented by appendices
detailing the church goods remaining in the crypt of St Paul’s in 1552 and biographies
of the wardens mentioned in the manuscript. The bulk of the edition is the accounts
of the guild from 1514/15 to 1534/35, which follow a fairly consistent pattern for each
year. Starting with the receipt of monies from devotions received from dioceses across
the country, the annual reckonings then detail expenditure on the guild’s religious
activities. These are then accompanied by payments for employing men to care for
‘the crowdes’ – meaning the crypt chapel beneath St Paul’s Cathedral, for which
the guild assumed responsibility – and payments associated with feasting and victuals
for brethren and guild officers for different occasions. The accounts also include infor-
mation regarding gifts given to the guild by individuals both during their lifetime and
on their deathbed, and the giving of alms.

Alongside the expected annual payments are ‘sundry’ expenses, which provide
an extraordinary insight into the multifaceted activities of a national fraternity.
Beyond London, the guild’s officers incurred expenses through activities such as
surveying land in Uxbridge, and the giving of gifts and sending of letters to bishops
and royal chancellors, imploring their assistance in obtaining the Scala Coeli indul-
gence or in securing the right to gather devotions in certain dioceses (pp. 106, 129).
The guild exercised its legal rights with vigour when it took John Savage to court for
slandering the guild (p. 114) or in instances of non-payment of devotions from
proctors in the dioceses (e.g. p. 233). New shows the guild to be a vital presence
in the social fabric of England and Wales.

Although wide ranging in its impact and geographic reach, the guild maintained
a particular relationship with the city it was both founded and based within. As
New’s biographies make clear, the leading members of the guild were eminent
London citizens – all but two (Henry Benet and Richard Ford) of the 25 wardens
so detailed can be associated either with one of the City’s central government or
livery companies. As to be expected, the City features prominently in the guild
accounts, particularly in visual and aural terms. For instance, in the payments
for ‘waites’ (hired musicians) to carry banners embroidered with the symbol of
Jhu through the streets and suburbs of London and playing instruments to warn
people of the upcoming feast for the celebrations of feasts of Transfiguration and
Name of Jesus (p. 149). The feast itself must have been a major occasion in
London’s festive calendar: the accounts for 1516/17 detail a bonfire erected by
the north door of the cathedral alongside significant expenditure on physical
mementos of the Cult of the Holy Name. Badges or pins described as ‘Jesus’
were gifted to the king, queen and ‘other grete estates’, while over 1,000 further
‘smalle Jhūs’ were purchased or made, the bulk specifically for children, but all
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of which were presumably distributed among the public attending the celebration.
Such items were a personal and potent reminder (bolstered by the literal fanfare in
the run-up to the feast) of this prominent guild’s participation in the social and reli-
gious activities of the City.

This edition is filled to the brim with details of the organization’s role in not just
late medieval and early modern London, but England more generally. Throughout,
the vibrancy of a national fraternity is highlighted, many aspects of which there was
not space to explore in this review: the guild’s influence on local and national econ-
omies; its interactions with royal authorities; and its web of connections with local
religious houses. New’s thorough and expert handling of the guild accounts is a very
welcome addition to the small sphere of published guild records and will no doubt
be a well-thumbed edition for historians of late medieval England and beyond.
Although products of particular times and places, guilds (in a multitude of mani-
festations) were ubiquitous across medieval Europe. Carsten Jahnke’s recent edition
of the records of Lübeck’s fraternities might make for productive comparative read-
ing alongside New’s records of the Jesus guild.

Rachael C. Harkes
Durham University

Richard D. Wragg, The Guild Book of the Barbers and Surgeons of York (British
Library, Egerton MS 2572): Study and Edition. Woodbridge: York Medieval Press
in association with Boydell & Brewer, 2021. 382pp. 35 b/w images, 10 colour, 1
chart. Index. Bibliography. £75.00 hbk.
doi:10.1017/S0963926822000712

Guild records have always been a vital resource for historians of guild and urban
histories. Wragg’s new volume moves beyond the roles of guild books as purely
administrative records and demonstrates how the physical object played an import-
ant role in the ceremonial space of guild activities. As well as containing traditional
corporate records, the guild book of the Barbers and Surgeons of York also contains
a collection of selected medical texts and accompanying images. The manuscript,
British Library Egerton 2572, has previously been studied either for its visual
aspects, or as a guild record. Wragg’s new volume addresses this issue by examining
the book holistically, and includes both a study and a full transcribed edition of the
guild book. By moving beyond traditional periodization, he demonstrates how the
book was used over time both as an object for display and ceremony, and as an
administrative document.

Wragg’s study is divided into two halves. The first half covers his meticulous
analysis of Egerton MS 2572, starting with the book’s physical characteristics: the
‘medieval core’ created in 1486, its subsequent additions and how the book was
used. These assessments are the basis of his argument that the guild book was cre-
ated with the intention of continued, active, use as a repository of guild records.
The second half of the book contains an extensive selection of images of the
guild book and other manuscripts, presented as a visual explanation of how
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