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Other is the purpose of Canon Hodgson in his inaugural lecture
as Regius Professor of Divimity at Uxiord. He seeks an answer to
the question, 'must theology inevitaubly belong to a world of
thougnt ahien to that of the scientific outlook?’’ The main interest
of this lecture lies in the light it throws on the ideas prevalent in
certain schools of non-catholic thougnt. Under the influence of an
unacceptable conception of divine revelation, such thinkers are led
to reduce theology vo "‘an empirical study of the evidences for cer-
tain mighty acts of God in the history of the world, pursued with
4 view to understanding them for what they are.”” Theology be-
comes a complexus of Linguigtic, scientific and historical studies on
the documents which teil us of those ‘‘mighty acts’’; it is, indeed,
one of the sciences, as opposed to Christian philosophy; the latter
endeavouring to probe the meaning of the universe and of human
life 1 the light of these studies. AnToNiNUs Finmwi, O.P.

Too SMaLL A WomLp. 'The Life of Francesca Cabrini. By ‘[heodore Maynard.
(Bruce Publishing Co., Milwaukee; $2.50).

The first American citizen to be canonlzed, rancesca Saverio Cabripi, wins
for the active apostolate soe so magnamimously practised a recognition which im-
plies an equally magnanimous spiri. OUn the face of 1t a Martna, sent by Leo
4lIl to mother, in schools, orpbanages and hospitals, his neglected ltalisn-Ameri-
cans, the motto of the frail unassuming Lombara nun was ‘"Omnia possum in Lo’
"luet us work, Cabrini; let us work, said the L'ope. “‘Heaven 1z for those who
work like you. Courage, Cabrini. Go on working until the end.” What little
we know of his emissary’s interior Life, divinely balances her incredible activity.
*1 would become weak and !anguid . .. were L to be without the sleep of prayer
... the Heart of my beloved Jesus.”

Mr. Theodore Maynard's modestly official Life contents itself with a happy
assemblage of all the relevant facts. One may be glad that missionaries are no
longer expected to take wmbrage at primitive native customs without feeling that
the biogrApher was unsound in retraining from )judging his heroine by more
wodern and more cthnological standards. The story of the foundation of the ln-
stitute of the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus is a record of high
spiritual adventure, and all its details are precious,

It is amusing to note that during the only ten days Mother Cabrini spent in
England, she got lost in the Underground; and was impressed by ‘‘the nobility

and courtesy'' of the Londoners under these untoward circumstances,
: Herex Parry Epew.

THE STATE AND OUrsrLves. By C. R. Cook. (S.C.M. Press; 2s. 6d.).

In this book, the writer deals mainly with State activity, in economic and social
matters. He traces briefly the growti of social policy during the past hundred
years and shows bow the insufficiency of private endeavours, charity, mutual aid
societies, etc., to relieve distress, forced the State to assume greater obligations
in solving the social problem; the culminating point has been reached in the
Beveridge Report and the White Paper on Social Insurance. He considers the
twofold end, proposed in this policy as the solution: to relieve distress and to pre-
vent it: to secure the standard of living of the citizen by securing the income on
which it is based. ‘'The State is therefore brought to the threshold of a time
when it will at last fully satiefy the needs of its citizens.” (Yage 53).

Clearly the writer is enthusiastic about the new social policy: we hope events
will justify his enthusiasm. Some of the less pleasant aspects, such as mobility
of labour, he passes over rather lightly.

Although confident that the State can effect the proposed reforms, he states





