
from those with very different political alliances. His salient point, however, is that despite the prevail-
ing political turbulence, the Croat-Serb Coalition and its pragmatic alliance with Hungary did in fact
hold fast throughout most of the war, while Emperor Karl even approved a parliamentary government
for Croatia in 1917.

Borut Klabjan (chapter 12), for his part, delivers an insightful “grassroots” and “bottom-up” per-
spective through his urban case study of the multilingual, multiethnic, and multi-confessional city
of Trieste. As tensions between Italians and Slovenes increased, nationalist activists—as elsewhere in
the Dual Monarchy—seized their chance to denounce their “national” opponents as traitors.
Nevertheless, in conclusion, Klabjan (rightly) refuses to attribute the fall of Austria-Hungary simply
to the victory of the national idea. Slovenes and Italians displayed plenty of loyalty but were neverthe-
less targeted by the state due to entrenched prejudices, and it was these actions that caused “irreparable
damage to civic cohesion.”

In chapter 13, Heiner Grunert reminds the reader of the appalling treatment meted out to the Serb
citizens of Bosnia-Herzegovina (“the inner enemy,” “the most problematic ethnic group”) by Vienna
after the events of Sarajevo. The author traces back the breakdown in relations between authorities
and Bosnian Serbs to 1913 and goes on to depict a veritable reign of terror after June 1914: suspension
of civil rights, internment in camps, systematic persecution along ethno-confessional lines, razing
of villages, hostage-taking, and executions. By “not distinguishing between foreign and domestic
enemies,” officials delegitimized Habsburg power while simultaneously legitimizing a future Yugoslavia.

Finally, and somewhat off the beaten track, Dagmar Hájková investigates the memory of Franz
Ferdinand and of Sarajevo in interwar Czechoslovakia (chapter 14). She establishes beyond doubt
that Czechoslovak authorities engaged in the systematic erasing of all things Habsburg
(“de-Austrianization”). Overall, however, Franz Ferdinand was remembered for his assassination rather
than for anything he did in his lifetime. This illuminating article makes one hope that an entire volume
will eventually be dedicated to the perception of the Habsburg monarchy and dynasty in the interwar
years in Austria-Hungary’s successor states.

By eschewing the search for culprits and avoiding the Manichean worldviews that have tended to
dominate recent historiography on the subject, Cornwall’s volume offers a fresh, serious, thorough,
academic—yet engaging—analysis of the context that culminated in the events of Sarajevo.
Crucially, the book remains almost exclusively focused on the Balkans instead of the various foreign
offices of the main belligerents. The diversity, expertise, and research of the contributors (who hail
from seven different countries) ensure that this is done with substance, nuance, and insight. The result
is that this work has earned a place on a prominent bookshelf amidst an overwhelming library of
writings on the causes of World War I.

doi:10.1017/S0067237824000602
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In 1901, The Times of London announced the “colonial debut” of Austria-Hungary following the
acquisition of land in mainland China (Georg Lehner, Die Chinapolitik Österreich-Ungarns

Book Reviews 463

ht
tp

s:
//

do
i.o

rg
/1

0.
10

17
/S

00
67

23
78

23
00

08
51

 P
ub

lis
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog?doi=https://doi.org/10.1017/S0067237823000851&domain=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0067237823000851


1896-1917: Eine Studie zur Stellung der Habsburgmonarchie im Fernen Osten, Diplomarbeit [Vienna,
1992], 88). Even though a misguided belief that Austria-Hungary never possessed overseas colonies
still pervades some minds, Michael Falser’s latest book does much to uncover this surprisingly complex
history of the Austro-Hungarian “micro-colony” in Tianjin (天津 Tientsin). Occupying a total of 150
acres for just sixteen years, up until the Republican Chinese declaration of war in 1917, the exclave in
the port city of Tianjin—now the sixth most populous metropolis in the Peoples’ Republic of China—
formed one of eight international zones known as concessions that fell under foreign control as spoils
for subduing the Boxer Rebellion (1899–1901) during the final years of the Qing dynasty.
Austria-Hungary, led by avaricious ministers hungry for overseas opportunities, played a relatively
minor role in the rebellion’s demise by supplying some 500 troops and a total of four cruisers for
the recapture of Tianjin and Beijing. Although there had been European concessions in fifteen other
Chinese cities, the Eight Nation Alliance that suppressed the uprising included Austria-Hungary, and as
a result, Austria-Hungary gained an opportunity for a territorial foothold. As a strategic harbor at the con-
fluence of several important waterways, Tianjin allowed for a vibrant export market close to the imperial
capital, but the economic benefits were hardly important for Austro-Hungarian markets that had seen little
trade with Qing China. Instead, officials in Vienna came to view the territorial sliver in Tianjin as a marker
of political prestige and over the subsequent years of occupation sought to remodel their concession into a
representation of the Austro-Hungarian state.

The present work by Michael Falser does much to expand the relative paucity of material dedicated
to this interesting colonial interlude in several unique ways. To begin, it rests upon a large body of
archival material that receives scholarly attention for the first time. Foremost among these sources
is a series of 115 photographs contained within an album unearthed by the author in the Austrian
National Library (reproduced in full, with annotations in German and English, 187–259). Using
this album in combination with the available state papers in the Viennese archives, Falser reconstructs
both the logic of Austro-Hungarian interests in Tianjin as well as its built environment. His emphasis
on the architectural and spatial modification of the concession stems from his own scholarly back-
ground and provides authors with another unique line of enquiry into the colony that complements
politically focused works. In doing so, Falser offers an impressive and comprehensive account of the
colony’s development that is rounded off with a contemporary reflection (161–82) on the structural
legacies of the Austro-Hungarian concession in the Chinese metropolis today, where remnants of
an “Austrian riverfront” and promenade—cut during the early years of the concession period
(97–100)—can still be seen.

This work serves to underscore the intricate ways in which the Austro-Hungarian Empire of the
early twentieth century had become inextricably linked with the rest of the world. Following decades
of maritime exploration across the world’s oceans and rivalling attempts at colonialism in the wider
Pacific, Austria-Hungary found itself with an unusual colonial possession in Tianjin. Falser does
much to tease out the functionality of this contact zone and its “cultural brokers between the local
population and foreign power” at work in the administration of the Austro-Hungarian concession
(71). Under the consulship of Carl Bernauer, whose voluminous reports feed much of the narrative,
the concession became remoulded into a model form of display colonialism with the aim of enticing
further settlement and investment regardless of the material cost, including supplies transported over
the Alps and via the Adriatic for consular buildings as well as nearly 7,000 Chinese graves that were
relocated outside the concession boundaries (114–15). Such efforts ultimately fell short. Grumblings at
home in Austria-Hungary—a continual bugbear of the whole endeavor—are well exposed by Falser’s
commentary based upon press releases and internal policy documents that give some credence to his
characterization of Austria-Hungary as a rather “reluctant coloniser in the ‘scramble for China’” and a
“hesitant actor within the international concession game” (9).

In such a novel and well-illustrated work, it is only right that Georg Lehner, a doyen of Austrian
sinology, chose to supplement this book with an extensive historical introduction (13–44). Lehner’s
comments serve to underscore the difficult negotiation in Austria-Hungary’s rise to territorial owner-
ship in Tianjin and then its duty as a colonial administrator. Together, Falser and Lehner have pub-
lished not only a synthesis of the not-so-meager literature on Sino-Austro-Hungarian relations but
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have also provided translations of various primary documents for the first time in addition to a helpful
glossary of specific terms (271). Both display an acute awareness for the colony’s reception domesti-
cally, with Falser dedicating particular attention to the various Austro-Hungarian visitors to the con-
cession, whose accounts are somewhat tediously quoted at length (80–82). One finds this tendency to
overuse verbatim language a gripe within this work, which is also sadly riddled with stylistic
Germanisms forming often clunky and obfuscating passages that an editor might have weeded out.

In the end, the narrative drive of the work is outweighed by an important section on the “heritag-
ization” (182) of the concession’s remaining edifices that have not only been restored in part but even
accentuated and expanded upon, leading to a curious state of what we might call a Chinese city with
Austrian characteristics. Falser’s account of Tianjin’s past from a “contested history” to a “glorious
heritage”—or even a “global theme park” (182)—is a particular strength to be commended as it relies
upon a keen eye for detail in the built environment, an understanding of the historical condition, and
his personal expedition to the city in 2018. Present-day China’s “rediscovery” of the Tianjin legacy and
its reappropriation functions now as an invitation to continue the modernizing process initiated by the
public works begun during the concession period. Here, Falser’s argument fits well into wider debates
about the post-Maoist reconciliation with China’s history and does much to reconfigure the conven-
tional focus on narratives of humiliation and imperialistic subjugation about the concession period. It
is a shame, therefore, that the same deft treatment of exhaustive contextualization is not made when
considering this wider framing of Chinese interpretations of an Austro-Hungarian legacy or the con-
cession era in general, though the fact that this book appears in English rather than German might
allow for scholars to run with Falser’s ground-breaking baton and continue to pay heed to the far-
reaching influence of a short-lived but significant example of Austria-Hungary’s commitment to
maintaining a colonial world power status during a period of feverish imperialism.

doi:10.1017/S0067237823000851
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French Minister Tallyrand is credited with declaring in 1815 that the center of gravity of European
politics was located at the mouth of the Danube. At that time, delegates at the Congress of Vienna
were debating whether to internationalize key rivers like the Danube to free up navigation and
liberalize trade throughout Europe. The Congress ended without resolving this issue on the
Danube; however, Tallyrand’s assertion proved quite prescient for the remainder of the nineteenth
century when the Danube’s lower stretches, including its mouth, were caught up in European-wide
negotiations, debates, and even active fighting to resolve questions of trade, the Eastern Question,
and imperial expansion (3–6).

Luminita Gatejel’s book delves into this dynamic space and reveals how engineering projects on the
Lower Danube unfolded against a backdrop of conflicting processes: the calcification of state
sovereignty and the institutionalization of international cooperation. Studying these projects from
the perspective of diverse actors and organizations, Gatejel’s book masterfully explores the formulation
and execution of engineering plans, chronologically tracing their progress from surveying works in the

Book Reviews 465

ht
tp

s:
//

do
i.o

rg
/1

0.
10

17
/S

00
67

23
78

23
00

08
51

 P
ub

lis
he

d 
on

lin
e 

by
 C

am
br

id
ge

 U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 P

re
ss

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0067237823000851

