
treatises about the subject, though some of them, such as Niccolò Longobardo, SJ (1559–
1654), or Francesco Sambiasi, SJ (1582–1649), doubted that the Chinese were able to
understand the idea of Christian rational soul or Christian spiritual concepts.

Like most books written by Jesuits in China, Aleni’s booklet was more than just a
Chinese translation of the European text. The text of the Xingxue cushu used the
philosophical course of the Jesuit College in Coimbra, the two-volume Cursus
Conimbricensis, specifically the De Anima and Parva Naturalia, as a base. Philosophical
Western ideas about the human nature and soul in combination with a Christian theology
were intended to prove the immortality of the soul against the Buddhist concept of the
metempsychosis, at least as the missionaries saw it. Aleni transformed and translated the
Aristotelian model of the three souls—vegetative (plants), sensitive (animals), intellectual
(human beings)—by using expressions and ideas borrowed from Confucianism to make it
more comprehensible to a Chinese audience. He also added ideas about the body and
medical explanations. The second juan (chapter) of the eight juan of the Chinese text pro-
vides Aleni’s proofs for the immortality of the soul.

The present book presents the Chinese text written in the form of a dialogue with
the English translation (62–367). The translators and editors Thierry Meynard and
Dawei Pan added exhaustive and useful annotations. Mário S. de Carvalho, an expert
on the Cursus Conimbricensis, contributed a foreword about the background of the Latin
Urtext of Coimbra. This foreword is followed by an exhaustive introduction to the text
by Meynard and Pan.

This book will be useful for sinologists, missiologists, theologians, historians, and
anyone interested in the general subject. It presents a bridge in the exchange of ideas
between two different cultures during early modern times. It is written on a high sci-
entific level and may well help form the foundation for a further understanding of the
history between East and West.

Claudia von Collani, Universität Würzburg
doi:10.1017/rqx.2023.156

An Overview of the Pre-Suppression Society of Jesus in Spain. Patricia W. Manning.
Brill Research Perspectives in Jesuit Studies. Leiden: Brill, 2020. 158 pp. Open Access.

The alacrity of the Society of Jesus’s sixteenth-century global expansion has inspired a
boom in scholarly investigation over the past twenty years. Fittingly, these works have
often sought to understand the Society’s remarkable growth by uncovering factors that
aided its expansion, yet Spain, the home country of founder Ignatius of Loyola, only
allowed the Jesuits to operate within its borders from 1540 to 1767, a relatively brief
time. Patricia W. Manning’s extended essay, An Overview of the Pre-Suppression Society
of Jesus in Spain, is a much-needed examination of the order’s interactions with various
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Spanish social institutions during these years that traces the origins and development of
the tensions that contributed to its expulsion. The strength of this work lies in
Manning’s ability to analyze Jesuit activity in various social sectors while at the same
time making relevant connections between them, thus introducing readers to the
major events of Jesuit history in Spain while also imparting an idea of how the
Society was perceived by others in its everyday business.

Loyola’s life story allows Manning to take up several key threads immediately, includ-
ing the Jesuits’ reluctance to participate in or submit to the Spanish Inquisition, the
Inquisition’s skepticism of the orthodoxy of Jesuit meditative practices, and its suspicion
of the Society’s relationship to pious women seeking spiritual direction. She adds to these
threads by frequently recounting women’s contributions to the Society. In addition to a
thorough treatment of the influential Juana de Austria and Luisa de Carvajal y Mendoza,
Manning notes the benefits and drawbacks experienced by both Jesuit spiritual directors
and the women in their care. Alongside these concerns, the essay makes plain that the
Jesuits’ position in Spanish society also depended upon its ability to coexist peacefully
with other Catholic orders and with the Spanish monarchy, interactions that were
often problematic due to debates on theological positions, the Society’s early inclusion
and support of conversos (members of dubious or recent Christian lineage), and the effects
of its unique vow of papal obedience. Manning enriches these major threads by describing
various communities’ receptions of Jesuit ministries, such as preaching, evangelism, and
teaching. Although presumably beneficial, this essay reveals that these ministries could be
accompanied by significant drawbacks that damaged the Society’s reputation, especially in
times of economic and political crises.

Manning’s essay shines for its ability to bring together research on varied aspects of
the Society of Jesus’s activity in order to approximate the lived experience of Jesuit lead-
ers and those in their orbit. This is accomplished by attending to events through the lens
of Jesuit relations with social institutions. Thus, there are chapters titled “Aiding
Catholics under Siege,” “Jesuit Celebrations,” and “Domestic Life in the Society.”
While largely chronological, the essay privileges the complicated connections between
institutions and events that are typical of everyday life. For example, there is a useful
chapter dedicated to the topic of religious women, but Manning also takes care to relate
women’s roles in other matters as they arise, including encounters with the Inquisition,
penitential practices, courtly power struggles, and evangelism.

Additionally, Manning consistently incorporates circulation records of printed and
manuscript texts that commented upon Jesuit happenings and controversies, informa-
tion that contextualizes these events against the background of lived experience. Such
contextualization is especially salient in her treatment of theological debates between the
Jesuits, Franciscans, and Dominicans concerning probabilism, the immaculate concep-
tion, and the roles of free will versus grace in Christian salvation. Furthermore, the essay
sheds light on public opinion of Jesuit activity by examining relevant records of material
products, such as engravings, paintings, church decorations, and household inventories.
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Manning’s work merits attention from scholars at all levels of study interested in the
Society of Jesus in Spain. For those new to the field, it includes a glossary of commonly
used terms and applicable English equivalents, as well as a comprehensive bibliography.
Her panoramic view of Jesuit activity across multiple social sectors is sure to appeal to
experts in the discipline as well since she attends to major events and personages while
illuminating the Jesuits’ presence in the popular imagination throughout the essay.

Brandan Grayson, Anderson University
doi:10.1017/rqx.2023.157

Christianity and Violence in the Middle Ages and Early Modern Period:
Perspectives from Europe and Japan. Fernanda Alfieri and Takashi Jinno, eds.
Studies in Early Modern and Contemporary European History 3. Berlin: De Gruyter,
2021. vi + 196 pp. $91.99.

It is undeniable that violence, in its multiple forms, is a common issue across time and
around the world. How this phenomenon got imbricated to other spheres of human
societies has been the theme of innovative scholarship. Following this debate, the
book Christianity and Violence in the Middle Ages and Early Modern Period:
Perspectives from Europe and Japan, edited by Fernanda Alfieri and Takashi Jinno within
the FBK-Instituto Storico Italo-Germanico/Italienisch-Deutsches Historisches Institut,
explores one of the most emblematic components of the medieval and early modern
periods: the complex relations connecting violence and religion. The main justification
for this approach is that both violence and religion are at the core of social organization
in Europe. From exploring a broad and plural analysis of this discussion, the editors
propose to bring together distinct case studies from Christian Europe during this period
besides the particularities of the Catholic missionary activity in Japan (1).

This publication is one of the results of a series of three workshops on Medieval and
Early Modern Religious Histories: Perspectives from Europe and Japan organized
within the Research Project on the Multiplicity of Christian Societies in Medieval
and Early Modern Times (FBK, 2013–17). The researchers involved approached dif-
ferent themes related to religion and society in the medieval and early modern Christian
world, from the understanding that in Europe, violence and religion were closely con-
nected (14–15). The decision to link this study with Japan intended to engage the per-
spective of the Japanese scholars involved in the project while bringing the country’s
experience with missionary Christianization, although the book’s introduction makes
clear that Japan’s experience in this period had no direct correlation to the European
one. Nonetheless, as the editors stress, even if not working specifically on Japan, “the
Japanese contributors maintained a constant awareness of how the problems associated
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