
Awis usuel in works of this kind, there are sections devoted 
to  a description of the political situation in Palestine and of the 
different groups among the Jews themselves, to an account of 
the aon-canonical apocalyptic literature of the time and of the 
rabbinical teaching on the Reign of God, but what is not so 
usual is a most interesting chapter entitled ‘ Les tendances du 
Judaisme dans ses rapports intimes avec Dieu,’ treating of such 
subjects a s  ‘ La vie mystique,’ ‘ La prikre officielle,’ ‘ La p r ike  
privde et I’oraison mentale,’ ‘ L’amour de Dieu,’ etc. W e  have 
done no more than mention part of the book’s contents, but 
perhaps we have said enough to  show that it will prove a valu- 
able help for reading the Gospels intelligently, and of far wider 
interest than the title might a t  first sight suggest. 

L. w. 
PASCAL’S PENSEES. Translated by W. F. Trotter. With an 

(Everyman’s Library, 1931 ; 

Pascal translates no better than anyone else; by which re- 
mark we do not mean to disparage this translation, which is 
really very g,md. But consider such a sentence as the well- 
known PensCe 206 : ‘ The eternal silence of these infinite spaces 
frightens me.’ The thought is there, right enough ; but what 
a world of magic is lost in the English rendering! And so 
must it be with the translation of any wizard in words. For the 
rest, however, we commend this version a s  eminently faithful. 
Mr. T. S. Eliot contributes an interesting introduction which 
emphasises the apologetic value of Pascal’s work for the modern 
man. 

introduction by T. S. Eliot. 
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SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER. By Margaret Yeo. (Sheed & Ward ;  

Here is the life of a saint which, free from the craze for 
psycho-anaylsing, tells his story a s  only an artist in the use 
of words can tell it. Against a vivid background alight with 
colour, the winning figure of St. Francis stands out with an 
appealing charm, irresistible. We love him for his buoyancy 
of spirit, his light-hearted gaiety; we pass with him thrilling 
days of incessant toil and journeyings, and catch the aroma of 
a life steeped in the prayer of God. 

The  Francis of Mrs. Yeo’s pages is a mighty lover; his to  
serve his Master without reserve-cur igitur non amem Te, 0 
Deus omantissime-dedicating his great gifts of mind and heart 

Crown avo;  pp. 325; 716.) 




