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Abstract
Cannabis is the most commonly used illicit drug worldwide. In countries with repressive drug policies,
the costs of its prohibition plausibly outweigh the benefits. We conduct a cost–benefit analysis of
cannabis legalization and regulation in the Czech Republic, taking into consideration alternative
scenarios designed using parameters from the known effects of cannabis legalization in selected
U.S. states, Canada, and Uruguay. Our analysis focuses on tax revenues, law enforcement costs, the
cost of treatment and harm reduction, and the value of QualityAdjusted Life Years (QALYs). Under all
the projected scenarios, the identified benefits of legalizing cannabis for personal use exceed the
potential costs. The estimated net social benefit of legalization is in the range of 34.4 to 107.6 million
EUR per year (or between 3.2 and 10.1 EUR per capita), depending on the size of the cannabis market
and the development of cannabis prices after legalization.

1. Introduction

Cannabis is themost widely used illicit drug both worldwide (UNODC, 2022) and in Europe
(EMCDDA, 2020). Repressive drug policies have been shown to have problematic health
consequences that negate their officially stated purpose, that is, the protection of public
health (Small et al., 2006; Werb et al., 2008; Csete et al., 2016; Scheim et al., 2020).
Moreover, when the drug is illicit, cannabis production and distribution evade taxation, the
proceeds of which could be used to reduce health harms. Several existing studies argue that
repressive cannabis policies should be revised and that alternative approaches might reduce
the negative impacts of cannabis on society and the overall social costs associated with illicit
cannabis production and consumption (Shanahan & Ritter, 2014; Fischer et al., 2020a, b).

The social costs associated with cannabis use and repressive cannabis policies can be
categorized as follows (Shanahan & Ritter, 2014; Hall, 2020): (i) law enforcement (police,
prosecution, and courts – public budgets and lost productivity); (ii) problem use (treatment,
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lost productivity, reduced quality of life); (iii) health-related conditions (chronic and acute
conditions – treatment and lost productivity); (iv) traffic accidents (law enforcement,
property damage, health impacts, lost productivity).

Since 2012, several states of the USA have moved to legalize and regulate cannabis for
personal use and to license private entities that supply the regulated market with cannabis
(Seddon & Floodgate, 2020). The first country to legalize and regulate cannabis at the
national level was Uruguay in 2013; there has since been significant government involve-
ment in the production and distribution of cannabis in Uruguay, where cannabis is available
in pharmacies and in community-based cannabis social clubs (Queirolo, 2020). In October
2018, cannabis was also legalized and regulated for personal use in Canada. While the
federal government issues licenses to a limited number of producers, provinces have been
charged with developing cannabis distribution systems (public, private, or a combination of
the two). The main reasons given for the legalization and regulation of cannabis in Canada
were to reduce child and youth access to the drug, reduce illicit proceeds, and protect public
health and order (Seddon & Floodgate, 2020).

1.1. Cannabis use and cannabis policy in the Czech Republic

In the Czech Republic, cannabis consumption is higher than in most other European
countries. According to population surveys, 16.6% of young Czech adults (aged 15–
34 years) have used cannabis substances in the last year (Mravčík et al., 2019). Within
Europe, this places the Czech Republic behind France (21.8%) Italy (20.9%), and Spain
(18.3%), but far ahead of estimates in neighboring countries such as Slovakia (9.3%) or
Poland (7.8%) (EMCDDA, 2020).

The relatively high level of cannabis use in the Czech Republic has persisted despite the
country’s repressive drug policy. Growing or possessing small amounts of cannabis for
personal use is an administrative offense in the Czech Republic and it remains a criminal
offense to possess cannabis in larger quantities or to produce or distribute cannabis
(Belackova & Stefunkova, 2018). Cannabis has been available on prescription for specialist
medical purposes in the Czech Republic since 2013, but not for recreational use.

The Police of the Czech Republic investigate approximately 2,000 cannabis-related
crimes each year (Policejní prezidium, 2020). This police capacity may be lacking in the
prevention, detection, and investigation of other crimes. Also, in 2019, 11.2% of prisoners
were serving sentences for offenses related to the production, distribution, and possession of
addictive substances, 45% of which were related to cannabis (Generální ředitelství vězeňské
služby ČR, 2020). There exists an open political and societal debate on the possible
legalization and regulation of cannabis in the Czech Republic.

1.2. Proposed regulation in the Czech Republic

In this paper, we present a cost–benefit analysis of the effects of legalizing and regulating
cannabis for personal use by adults in the CzechRepublic. The analysiswas performed under
the auspices of a cross-disciplinary expert group which was tasked with performing a
Regulatory Impact Assessment on this subject (Deighton-Smith & Jacobs, 1997). This
Regulatory Impact Assessment became the starting point for the draft law on the regulation
of cannabis for personal use in the Czech Republic (Belackova et al., 2022). It identified
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27 aspects of the cannabis market to be addressed through the design of the regulatory
framework and proposed a recommended, evidence-based design for each.

Under the proposed regulatory model, which at the time of preparing this paper has been
subjected to political debate and may yet be accepted, revised, or rejected, there would be
three legal ways to obtain cannabis for personal use: home growing, cannabis social clubs,
and the legal commercial market. Consumers, home growers, cannabis social clubs, com-
mercial growers, distributors/processors, and retailers would be registered with a newly
formed Cannabis Bureau, which would be in charge of issuing and controlling licenses for
authorized entities (cannabis social clubs, growers, distributors/processors and retailers), as
well as granting possession licenses to individuals and home growers. Municipalities may
play an important role, as the proposal suggests they would be given the option of imposing
local-level regulations before specific establishments are licensed. In terms of the market
structure, the proposed model combines elements of good practice from foreign models of
cannabis market regulation, including the licensed cannabis market model as implemented
in some US states, restrictions on promotion as used in Canada, and registration of all legal
consumers, similar to Uruguay. At the same time, the group behind the model recommends
making maximum use of harm reduction instruments associated with cannabis use and
linking the registration system used for cannabis dispensing with prevention, treatment, and
harm reduction services. This kind of link has not been implemented abroad; the proposed
model is unique in this respect.

Cost–benefit analyses of cannabis legalization and regulation can be found in the
literature. For instance, Van Dijk (1998) conducted a cost–benefit analysis for the Nether-
lands, comparing the status quo (decriminalization with “coffee shops”) with two alternative
scenarios: legalization and re-criminalization. He found that neither of the latter scenarios
represented a more favorable cost–benefit balance than the current policy. Pudney (2013)
carried out a cost–benefit analysis for a licensed, taxed, and regulated cannabis market in the
UK and found that this would bring a net benefit. In contrast, for Australia, the net social
benefit has been shown to be very similar to the status quo (cannabis use is illegal) as with a
legalized and regulated regime (Shanahan & Ritter, 2014). The different results of these
various studiesmay be due to the different starting points in each country in terms of the drug
regime as well as differences in the ability to accurately quantify all costs and benefits. Our
analysis focuses on the Czech Republic, where cannabis has been decriminalized, cannabis
use is prevalent and there is a high proportion of self-growers.

2. Methods

We conduct a cost–benefit analysis to examine the impact of potentially legalizing cannabis
for personal use in the Czech Republic. There are some limitations to this analysis when it
comes to drug policy. We do not have sufficient available data to cover all possible costs of
cannabis legalization and regulation (e.g., the direct healthcare costs associated with treating
respiratory and mental health issues due to cannabis use). Equally, some potential benefits
cannot be estimated (e.g., intangible or health benefits resulting from consumer protection).

We begin our analysis by focusing on the costs of law enforcement in order to estimate the
law enforcement savings that would be made if cannabis were legalized.We then proceed to
the direct economic benefits of legalization, that is, the change in the consumer surplus,
producer surplus, and tax revenues in the cannabis market. We apply the theoretical
implications from the model in Becker et al. (2006), which implies that the tax revenues

Journal of Benefit-Cost Analysis 3

https://doi.org/10.1017/bca.2024.45 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/bca.2024.45


from the legalized cannabis market exactly capture the net economic benefits from legal-
ization, under certain conditions.

In conventional cost–benefit analyses, tax revenues represent merely a transfer from
taxpayers to the government. The welfare analysis in Becker et al. (2006) is based on the fact
that i) the retail price in the illegal competitive market is equal to the unit production costs
and ii) these costs are higher than in a counterfactual legal market because producers and
sellers use more costly, clandestine production, transportation, and distribution technologies
to avoid being caught. Legalization eliminates these inefficient costs. In the absence of
taxation, it would also reduce the retail price.

The excise tax can then be set such that the legal retail price remains the same as in the illegal
market. The consumer surplus then would not change. The tax rate fills the wedge between the
unchanged price and the new, reduced production costs. The producers’ and distributors’ cost
savings are thus fully captured through tax revenues. In our proposed regulatory framework, the
tax is set in exactly this way, to keep the retail price unchanged. The tax revenues thus represent
an appropriate measure of the net economic benefits of legalization.1

On the social costs side, we consider a potential increase in treatment and harm reduction
costs due to a potential increase in cannabis use after legalization and a corresponding
increase in demand for such services. Finally, we consider a potential reduction in quality of
life from the increased number of people with cannabis use disorder.

In the analysis, we use parameters from jurisdictions where cannabis has already been
legalized (Uruguay, Canada, and states of the USA), namely the change in the level of daily
cannabis use after legalization and the level of participation in the legal cannabis market.
However, besides specific aspects of cannabis regulation in these states (e.g., the level of
government regulation, restrictions on advertising, mandatory consumer registration), spe-
cific cultural and historical factors have likely shaped the developments in Canada, Uruguay,
and the USA. Any jurisdiction seeking to legalize and regulate cannabis may face specific
challenges and factors that cannot be captured by other countries’ experience.

We further detail the methodology of our estimate below.

2.1. Estimating law enforcement costs

Illegal possession of cannabis entails costs associated with law enforcement. The legaliza-
tion of cannabis for personal use may reduce these costs significantly, while a proportion of
themmay remain. We first estimate the costs of the status quo and then estimate the costs for
alternative crime reduction scenarios to estimate the potential law enforcement savings from
legalization and regulation.

The costs of enforcing cannabis prohibition include both costs borne by the criminal
justice sector (the police, public prosecution, courts, and prisons) and the cost of adminis-
trative proceedings related to decriminalization.2

1 This theoretical framework thus allows deriving the economic benefits without assumptions about the demand
or supply elasticities. Note that the tax revenues are equal to the increase in the net social benefits of legalization only
if the legal retail price is equal to the illegal price. Our proposed reforms satisfies this qualification by design;
however, if the excise tax were set differently and the legal price would be higher or lower than the illegal price, the
tax revenues could differ from the net social benefits since, e.g., the consumer surplus would change as well.

2 As standard in cost–benefit analysis, the savings in the costs of enforcing cannabis-related crimes are assumed
to fully materialize within the enforcement agencies and not to be offset by other adjustments, for example by the
agencies partially reallocating their budget towards enforcement of other crimes.
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We include the costs of “primary crime” related to cannabis (that is crimes directly related
to the possession, production, and distribution of cannabis). These are defined in Sections
283–287 of the Criminal Code.3 Administrative cannabis offenses are stated under Act
No. 167/1998Coll., onAddictive Substances, where the primary cannabis offenses are those
provided for in Section 39.4

“Secondary crime” (e.g., property crimes or crimes committed under the influence of
cannabis) could, in principle, also be included in a cost–benefit analysis such as this, but
there is no data to support the existence of such crimes in the Czech Republic. We also
exclude traffic accidents under the influence of cannabis and their associated social costs:
data from Canada and the USA indicate that cannabis legalization alone does not seem to
have a significant effect on the number of traffic accidents (Leyton, 2019) or on driving
under the influence of cannabis (Rotermann, 2020).

Finally, we divide the total costs of law enforcement associated with illegal cannabis into
“direct costs” – the costs of criminal activity and the costs of offenses – and “indirect costs”
associated with productivity forgone due to imprisonment. We use a top-down method,
multiplying the total variable cost of the activities incurred by the relevant law enforcement
and administrative agencies (wages and salaries from the State Final Account of the Czech
Republic5) by the share of all offenses that are cannabis offenses.

We obtain the share of all offences that are cannabis offences from the following data
sources: 1) crime statistics from the Police of the Czech Republic (2020, 2) statistics from
prosecutors’ offices and courts, which are compiled by the Ministry of Justice (2020),
statistics from the Ministry of Health (2020), statistics from the Ministry of the Interior
(2020). Additionally, we use cannabis-specific data from an official report on drug use and
production (Mravčík et al., 2020). Our estimate of the law enforcement costs related to illicit
cannabis in the Czech Republic is based on data for the year 2019 (the most recent year for
which complete statistical data are available).

Finally, we assume that legalization would lead to a decrease in cannabis offenses
proportionate to the decrease in illicit market activity observed post-legalization in jurisdic-
tions that have legalized cannabis (Uruguay, Canada, states of theUSA, see Section 2.2.2).We
prefer this approach over a comparison of current trends in cannabis-related offenses in the
respective jurisdictions.

2.2. Estimating tax revenues

Tax revenue would come from both value-added tax (VAT) and excise tax charged on legal
cannabis. The tax revenue is a simple product of the tax rate and the volume of sales or

3 These include: Section 283 – Illegal production and other misuse of narcotic and psychotropic substances and
poisons; Section 284 – Possession of narcotic and psychotropic substances and poisons; Section 285 – Illegal
cultivation of plants containing narcotic or psychotropic substances; Section 286 – Production and possession of an
object for the illegal production of narcotic and psychotropic substances and poisons; and Section 287 – Spread of
toxicomania. There are no specific cannabis-related crimes; all offences are defined generically for illegal narcotic
and psychotropic substances.

4 These are: Section 39(a) – Unlawfully possesses an addictive substance in small quantities for own use;
Section 39(b) – Unlawfully cultivates for own use in small quantities a plant or mushroom containing an addictive
substance; and Section 39(c) – Permits the unlawful consumption of an addictive substance by a person under
18 years of age, unless it is a more serious offence.

5 It can be assumed that after the legalization of cannabis for personal use, these forces would reduce their staffing
levels rather than reduce the number of stations, equipment, etc.
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quantity on which the tax is assessed. The general VAT rate is already determined by law at
21%, as for most other goods. We derive alternative target levels of the excise tax rate in the
next subsection and provide estimates of the size of the future legalized, taxed market in
subsection 2.2.2.

2.2.1. Determining the excise tax rate

We follow the recommendation byKilmer (2015) that the price to the consumer (inclusive of
taxes) after legalization should be similar to the price of cannabis on the illegal market.
Hence, the target level of excise tax should not lead to an increase in the retail price. This is
possible – despite the fact that the current illegal market is untaxed – since legalization
should reduce production and distribution costs. This implies that the price in the wholesale
(WS) market for cannabis and the retail markup charged in the retail segment (the difference
between the wholesale and retail price) should decrease. The VAT and excise tax should be
set to offset these decreases, such that retail cannabis prices do not change after legalization.
Below we present alternative assumptions about plausible reductions in the wholesale price
and the retail markup and derive the resulting excise tax rates. A formal, more detailed
derivation is presented in the Appendix.

The current (illegal) price of dry cannabis in the Czech Republic is 200 CZK/g (7.8
EUR/g).6 Counting with 21% VAT, the price after legalization would thus be 6.4 EUR/g
excluding VAT.7

The retail markup on the present illegal market is estimated at 2 EUR/g or 33%, based on a
wholesale price of 5.8 EUR/g.8 We consider two scenarios for retail markup after legaliza-
tion: first, a small decrease in the retail markup from 33% to 24% (i.e., a 28% decrease), and
second a substantial decrease in the retail markup from 33% to 12% (i.e., a 64% decrease).

The current average wholesale price of 5.8 EUR/g substantially exceeds the average cost
of illegal indoor production, which (Vopravil, 2011) estimated to be 2.3 EUR/g. There is
thus substantial scope for a reduction in the wholesale price, through reductions in both
production costs and the wholesale markup. Both are predicted to reduce after legalization
since legalization would eliminate the need for risk premia embedded in prices to compen-
sate producers and sellers for the risks of detection, confiscation of drugs, and sanctions.
Legalization would also allow producers and sellers to adopt more efficient technologies, as
they would no longer need to hide their activities (Becker et al., 2006). We consider three
alternative scenarios for the decrease in wholesale prices: a small decrease by 12.5% to 5.1
EUR/g, a medium decrease by 25% to 4.4 EUR/g, and a substantial decrease by 50% to 2.9
EUR/g.

Table 1 shows six options (O1–O6) for the excise tax rate that are implied by the
alternative combinations of scenarios for the decreases in the retail markup and thewholesale
price. The excise tax rate could range from 0.1 to 3.2 EUR/g. Some of the combinations
considered are more plausible than others; we narrow down the range of preferred excise tax
rates when presenting our tax revenue estimates in Section 3.2.

6 The average exchange rate in 2019 was 25.672 CZK/EUR.
7 This implies VAT of 1.4 EUR/g.
8 The estimate is based on data from the National Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Addiction published in the

Drug Situation in the Czech Republic in 2019. However, alternative estimates suggest that the retail price may be
lower (Havlíčková, 2018).
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Table 1. Options for determining the excise tax rate

%
Markup
decrease

Final
markup
level

% Decrease
in WS prices

Final WS
price per
gram

% Change in the
gap between WS price
and production costs

Implied
excise tax per

gram

O1: Substantial decrease in markup,
the substantial decrease in WS price

�64.0% 12% �50.0% 2.9 EUR �83.3% 3.2 EUR

O2: Substantial decrease in markup,
medium decrease in WS price

�64.0% 12% �25.0% 4.4 EUR �41.7% 1.5 EUR

O3: Substantial decrease in markup,
small decrease in WS price

�64.0% 12% �12.5% 5.1 EUR �20.8% 0.7 EUR

O4: Small decrease in markup, a
substantial decrease in WS price

�28.0% 24% �50.0% 2.9 EUR �83.3% 2.8 EUR

O5: Small decrease in markup,
medium decrease in WS price

�28.0% 24% �25.0% 4.4 EUR �41.7% 1.0 EUR

O6: Small decrease in markup, small
decrease in WS price

�28.0% 24% �12.5% 5.1 EUR �20.8% 0.1 EUR
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2.2.2. Market size and the share of the legal (taxable) market

The existing literature provides varying estimates of the current size of the market for
cannabis in the Czech Republic. A lower estimate (20.1 tons per year) comes from the
Annual Report on the Drug Situation in the Czech Republic in 2019, using data from 2016.
However, international research presents higher estimates: 55.9 tons (Costes & Lakhdar,
2009) or between 27.2 and 51.3 tons (Trautmann et al., 2013). All these estimates of the
cannabis market rely on general population surveys on cannabis use, but differences exist in
their assumptions about the amount of cannabis consumed by an average person on an
average day (Caulkins et al., 2020).

For the purpose of this study, we use two cannabis market estimates – a high estimate and
a low estimate. The high estimate is derived from the data onmonthly cannabis consumption
from the 2016 representative population survey on substance use and includes the quantities
of cannabis use reported in the same study. This data implies that 46.3 tons of (illegal)
cannabis is consumed annually in the Czech Republic. The low estimate is taken from the
Annual Report on Drug Situation in the Czech Republic in 2019, referred to above, at
20.1 tons annually. After legalization, the prevalence of cannabis use could increase. We
base our estimate on the experience in Canada, where legalization led to a 4% increase in
cannabis consumption, according to estimates presented by Rotermann (2020). A 4%
increase in the Czech Republic implies a market size post-legalization of 20.9 (low estimate)
or 48.2 tons (high estimate) of cannabis.

Only part of that cannabis market would be subject to taxation. Previous work (Vopravil,
2011) has shown that a significant proportion of cannabis production in the Czech Republic
is for its own use, that is for consumption by the growers themselves and their friends. After
legalization, in our regulatory model, this segment of the market would remain untaxed,
although this segment’s size as a share of total cannabis consumption could shift in either
direction. The proportion of cannabis used for personal consumption could range anywhere
between 59% (Mravčík et al., 2012) and 70% (Vopravil, 2011); conversely, only 30%–41%
of cannabis might be sold on the commercial market and therefore taxed.

Secondly, in the jurisdictions that have legalized cannabis to date, part of the cannabis
market has remained illegal. In Canada, after legalization, approximately 52% of consumers
buy their cannabis on the legal market (Rotermann, 2020). In Washington State (USA), the
share of the black market has decreased to 30% after legalization, while 7% of people who
use cannabis have continued to grow their own, amounting to about 63% of cannabis
consumption via legal outlets (Caulkins & Kilborn, 2019). In Uruguay, approximately
25% of all people who use cannabis have registered with the state authority and about
75% of them obtain their cannabis from pharmacies; this makes the proportion of legal sales
of cannabis on the commercial cannabis market in Uruguay only 19% (Queirolo, 2020).

We consider five alternative scenarios for the size of the (taxable) cannabis market in the
Czech Republic after legalization, based on the market size provided above and the
estimated proportion of legal retail sales: 1) 41%, which is the current maximum size of
the illegal commercial market in the Czech Republic – this figure thus implies that the future
formal market would be similar in size to the current informal market; 2) 19%, which
corresponds to the situation after legalization in Uruguay; 3) 52%, which corresponds to the
situation after legalization in Canada; 4) 63%, which corresponds to the situation after
legalization in Washington State; and 5) 100%, which is a benchmark scenario in which the
entire future cannabis market would be taxable. Albeit unrealistic, this represents the
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maximum revenue potential of the legalized market in which all consumption is effectively
taxed.

2.3. Estimating the costs of cannabis use disorder and its treatment

The main type of social cost associated with cannabis pertains to its problematic (heavy or
daily) use and the resulting cannabis use disorder, also referred to as dependence
(Degenhardt et al., 2017; Hall, 2020). There are adverse consequences of heavy cannabis
use on the respiratory and cardiovascular systems, and possibly also mental health (World
Health Organization, 2016; Jouanjus et al., 2017; Gracie &Hancox, 2021). However, we do
not have access to data that could allow us to estimate the cost of health care associated with
heavy use of cannabis for this study. The only direct healthcare cost we estimate is the cost of
treating cannabis use disorder (CUD). We do this by examining four different scenarios of
change in the number of people with CUD (see below), as well as three options under each
scenario depending on the proportion of people who seek treatment for their CUD.

To calculate four different scenarios of a possible increase in CUD, we use the number of
people who use cannabis daily in three of the four scenarios (a direct estimate of people with
CUD was missing), referring to the Czech Republic in 2016 as a baseline (n = 13,620). See
the respective scenarios below:

• Scenario 0 – no change in the number of people who use cannabis daily.
• Scenario 1 – a 10% increase in the number of people who use cannabis daily (derived
from a 50% increase in the lifetime prevalence of cannabis use in Uruguay, from 20%
in 2011 to 30.2% in 2018, and the observation that 1 in 5 people who use cannabis will
develop CUD in the future, see Junta Nacional de Drogas, 2019 and Leng et al., 2020).

• Scenario 2 – a 2% increase in people who use cannabis daily, similar to Canada where
their number increased from 5.8% to 6% following legalization (Rotermann, 2020).

• Scenario 3 – a 36% increase in CUD among adults (from 0.9% to 1.23%), based on a
comparison of pre- and post-legalization data in states that have and have not legalized
cannabis for personal use (Cerdá et al., 2020).

We also assume that the proportion of people with CUD in treatment might change over time
with further investments into the treatment of cannabis dependence after legalization and
with decreasing stigma related to cannabis use. In 2016, 8% of people who use cannabis
daily in the Czech Republic were in treatment (Option 1); we assume an increase to 15%
(Option 2), as well as to 30% (Option 3). Based on these possible increases, we estimate the
potential increase in the cost of treatment for cannabis dependence (Table 4).

In addition to the cost of treatment, we seek to quantify and monetize the impact of
cannabis legalization and regulation by estimating its effect on Quality Adjusted Life Years
(QALYs). QALYs are used primarily in pharmaco-economics and consist of the number of
life years gained from an intervention, adjusted by the quality of life gained from this
intervention. Quality of life is measured on a scale between 0 and 1 across several areas, such
as self-care and/or mental health (Gudex et al., 1988; Cohen, 1996).

Some countries specify a monetary value per QALY, in order to determine whether the
benefits in QALYs from particular interventions/treatments outweigh the treatment costs.
For example, the value per QALY in the Czech Republic has previously been determined as
40,000 EUR (Kříž, 2011). Conversely, 1 year of life lived in full health is valued at 40,000
EUR. This feature of QALYs (in that intangible value of life quality and its duration,
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translates into money) can be useful in estimating social costs, although such applications of
QALYs remain limited (Belackova, 2008). In this study, we use QALYs tomake amonetary
estimate of the impact of cannabis legalization in terms of increasing (rather than decreasing)
the number of people with CUD.

We assume that life expectancy will remain the same among people with CUD according
to the four scenarios outlined above, but their quality of life will decrease. We calculate the
change in the quality of life from the general population is 0.85 (Belackova, 2008) to people
with CUD decreasing by�0.113 (Begg et al., 2007; Deogan et al., 2015), and calculate the
resulting decrease in social costs (see Table 5).

3. Results

3.1. Estimated impact of cannabis legalization and regulation on law enforcement costs

The total direct costs incurred by the police, public prosecutor, courts, and prisons for
criminal offenses related to cannabis amounted to 16.8 million EUR in 2019. Additionally,
the direct cost of investigating administrative offenses related to cannabis was 2.7 million
EUR (this involved enforcement by the state police, municipal police, and municipal
governments). In addition, there were indirect costs associated with individuals’ loss of
productivity while imprisoned in relation to cannabis, estimated at 15 million EUR. In sum,
the direct and indirect costs of enforcing cannabis laws under the status quo were 34.5
million EUR in 2019.

We use five scenarios to estimate the proportion of the cannabis market that might remain
illegal post-legalization as a proxy for the expected decrease in cannabis crimes.

Under Scenario 1, all cannabis use remains illegal even under regulation, and thus there is
no reduction in enforcement costs. Under Scenario 2 (Uruguay) the total estimated enforce-
ment costs decline by 17.9million EUR, or 51.9% compared to the status quo. The estimated
decrease in law enforcement costs in Scenario 3 (Canada) would be 20.6 million EUR, or
59.7% compared to the status quo. The estimated decrease in Scenario 4 (Washington)
would be 24.1 million EUR, or 69.9% compared to the current situation. Finally, in Scenario
5 (100% participation in legal market) there would be no law enforcement costs, which
represents a decrease of 100% or 34.5 million EUR.

3.2. Estimated impact of cannabis legalization and regulation on tax revenue

Tables 2 and 3 present the estimated tax revenues separately for the two market size
estimates – the low estimate of 20.9 tons and the high estimate of 48.2 tons. The tables are
further broken down to present estimates for each scenario for the shares of the legal
(taxable) market and for alternative target excise tax rates, as derived in Section 2.2.

Given the range of alternative assumptions about the market size, share of the taxable
market, and excise tax rate, the estimated tax revenues vary significantly. The market size
assumptions substantially affect the tax revenue, where the low estimate leads to an
estimated tax revenue in the range of 5.8 million to 94.4 million EUR, while the high
estimate yields an estimate between 13.3 million and 217.8 million EUR.
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Table 2. Estimated tax revenues (in millions of EUR) – low market size estimate

Market size estimate Low: 20.9 tons

Scenarios for the Share of the Taxable Market

Legal market share
Czech Republic
at present 41%

Uruguay after
legalization 19%

Canada after
legalization

52%
Washington state (USA)
after legalization 63% 100%

Excise tax options Rate

O1: Substantial decrease in
markup, the substantial
decrease in WS price

3.2 EUR 27.1 12.6 34.4 41.7 66.2

O2: Substantial decrease in
markup, medium decrease
in WS price

1.5 EUR 13.1 6.1 16.3 20.1 32.0

O3: Substantial decrease in
markup, small decrease in
WS price

0.7 EUR 6.1 2.8 7.7 9.4 14.9

O4: Small decrease in markup,
a substantial decrease inWS
price

2.8 EUR 24.1 11.2 30.6 37.1 58.9

O5: Small decrease in markup,
medium decrease in WS
price

1.0 EUR 8.61 4.0 10.9 13.2 21.0

O6: Small decrease in markup,
small decrease in WS price

0.1 EUR 0.8 0.4 1.1 1.3 2.0

VAT 21% 11.6 5.4 14.7 17.8 28.2
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Table 2. Continued

Market size estimate Low: 20.9 tons

Scenarios for the Share of the Taxable Market

Legal market share
Czech Republic
at present 41%

Uruguay after
legalization 19%

Canada after
legalization

52%
Washington state (USA)
after legalization 63% 100%

Excise tax options Rate

Excise tax + VAT revenues
O1: Substantial decrease in

markup, a substantial
decrease in WS price

3.2 EUR 38.7 18.0 49.1 60.0 94.4

O2: Substantial decrease in
markup, medium decrease
in WS price

1.5 EUR 24.7 11.5 31.0 37.9 60.2

O3: Substantial decrease in
markup, small decrease in
WS price

0.7 EUR 17.7 8.2 22.4 27.2 43.1

O4: Small decrease in markup,
a substantial decrease inWS
price

2.8 EUR 35.7 16.6 45.3 54.9 87.1

O5: Small decrease in markup,
medium decrease in WS
price

1.0 EUR 20.2 9.4 25.6 31.0 49.2

O6: Small decrease in markup,
small decrease in WS price

0.1 EUR 12.4 5.8 15.7 19.1 30.3
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Table 3. Estimated tax revenues (in millions of EUR) – high market size estimate

Market size estimate High: 48.2 tons

Scenarios for the share of the taxable market

Legal market share
Czech Republic
at present 41%

Uruguay after
legalization

19%

Canada after
legalization

52%

Washington state
(USA) after legalization

63% 100%

Excise tax options Rate

O1: Substantial decrease in
markup, a substantial decrease in
WS price

3.2 EUR 62.3 29.0 79.4 96.2 152.6

O2: Substantial decrease in
markup, medium decrease in WS
price

1.5 EUR 30.2 14.0 38.3 46.5 73.7

O3: Substantial decrease in
markup, small decrease in WS
price

0.7 EUR 14.1 6.5 17.8 21.6 34.3

O4: Small decrease in markup, a
substantial decrease in WS price

2.8 EUR 55.7 25.8 70.6 85.5 135.7

O5: Small decrease in markup,
medium decrease in WS price

1.0 EUR 19.9 9.2 25.2 30.5 48.4

O6: Small decrease in markup, small
decrease in WS price

0.1 EUR 1.9 0.9 2.4 2.9 4.7

VAT 21% 26.7 12.4 33.9 41.0 65.1
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Table 3. Continued

Market size estimate High: 48.2 tons

Scenarios for the share of the taxable market

Legal market share
Czech Republic
at present 41%

Uruguay after
legalization

19%

Canada after
legalization

52%

Washington state
(USA) after legalization

63% 100%

Excise tax options Rate

Excise tax + VAT revenues
O1: Substantial decrease in markup,

a substantial decrease in WS price
3.2 EUR 89.0 41.390 113.2 137.2 217. 8

O2: Substantial decrease in markup,
medium decrease in WS price

1.5 EUR 57.0 26.4 72.2 87.5 138.9

O3: Substantial decrease in markup,
small decrease in WS price

0.7 EUR 40.8 18.9 51.7 62.6 99.4

O4: Small decrease in markup, a
substantial decrease in WS price

2.8 EUR 82.4 38.2 104.4 126.5 200.9

O5: Small decrease in markup,
medium decrease in WS price

1.0 EUR 46.6 21.6 59.0 71.5 113.6

O6: Small decrease in markup, small
decrease in WS price

0.1 EUR 28.7 13.3 36.3 44.0 69.8
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Table 4. Cost of treating cannabis use disorder

Scenarios for change in the number of people with CUD/who use cannabis daily

No change in the
number of people
who use cannabis

daily

Uruguay - 10% increase (50% increase
in lifetime prevalence of cannabis use,

1 in 5 develop problem use)

Canada - 2%
increase in people
who use cannabis

daily

USA - 36% increase in
people who develop a
cannabis use disorder

Increase in the number
of people with
CUD/who use
cannabis daily

0 1,362 272 4,903

The proportion of people with CUD/who use cannabis daily who are in treatment
Option 1: 8% (same as

current proportion)
1,141 1,199 1,164 1,482

Option 2: 15% 2,043 2,247 2,084 2,778
Option 3: 30% 4,086 4,495 4,168 5,557
Cost of treatment (millions of EUR)
Option 1: 8% (same as

current proportion)
3. 5 3.7 3.6 4.5

Option 2: 15% 6.2 6.9 6. 4 8. 5
Option 3: 30% 12.5 13.7 12.7 17.0

Multiple current treatment occupancy
Option 1: 8% (same as

current proportion)
1.0 1.1 1.0 1.3

Option 2: 15% 1.8 2.0 1.8 2.4
Option 3: 30% 3.6 3.9 3.7 4.9
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Table 4. Continued

Scenarios for change in the number of people with CUD/who use cannabis daily

No change in the
number of people
who use cannabis

daily

Uruguay - 10% increase (50% increase
in lifetime prevalence of cannabis use,

1 in 5 develop problem use)

Canada - 2%
increase in people
who use cannabis

daily

USA - 36% increase in
people who develop a
cannabis use disorder

Increase in costs compared to the current situation (millions of EUR)
Option 1: 8% (same as

current proportion)
0.0 0.2 0.1 1.0

Option 2: 15% 2.8 3.4 2. 9 5.0
Option 3: 30% 9.0 10.2 9.2 13.5
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Table 5. Estimation of lost QALYs and conversion to their monetary value (millions of EUR)

Scenarios for change in the number of people with CUD/who use cannabis daily

Current
level

No change in the
number of people
who use cannabis

daily

Uruguay - 10% increase (50%
increase in lifetime prevalence of
cannabis use, 1 in 5 develop

problem use)

Canada - 2%
increase in people
who use cannabis

daily

USA - 36% increase in
people who develop a
cannabis use disorder

Increase in the number
of people with
CUD/who use
cannabis daily

13,620 0 1,362 272 4,903

Option 1 - the same proportion of people with CUD/who use cannabis daily as current (8%)
Number of people

with CUD/who use
cannabis daily

13,620 13,620 14,982 13,892 18,523

Number of people in
treatment (8% -
current proportion)*

1,141 1,141 1,255 1,164 1,552

Change in QALYs
due to legalization

0.0 �137.3 �27.5 �494.2

Conversion to EUR (1
QALY equivalent
to 40,000 EUR)

0 �5.5 �1.1 �19. 8

Option 2 – double the proportion of people with CUD/who use cannabis daily from current (15%)
Number of people

with CUD/who use
cannabis daily

13,620 13,620 14,982 13,892 18,523
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Table 5. Continued

Scenarios for change in the number of people with CUD/who use cannabis daily

Current
level

No change in the
number of people
who use cannabis

daily

Uruguay - 10% increase (50%
increase in lifetime prevalence of
cannabis use, 1 in 5 develop

problem use)

Canada - 2%
increase in people
who use cannabis

daily

USA - 36% increase in
people who develop a
cannabis use disorder

Number of people in
treatment (15% -
increase)*

1,141 2,043 2,247 2,084 2,778

Change in QALYs
due to legalization

99.2 �127.3 �25.5 �458.4

Conversion to EUR (1
QALY equivalent
to 40,000 EUR)

0 �5.1 �1.0 �18.3

Option 2 – four times the proportion of people with CUD/who use cannabis daily from current (30%)
Number of people

with CUD/who use
cannabis daily

13,620 13,620 14,982 13,892 18,523

Number of people in
treatment (30% -
increase)*

1,141 4,086 4,495 4,168 5,557

Change in QALYs
due to legalization

324.0 �104.9 �21.0 �377.5

Conversion to EUR (1
QALY equivalent
to 40,000 EUR)

0 �4.2 �0.8 �15.1

*For people who are in treatment for cannabis use disorder, we assume the same quality of life as in the general population (0.85); for the remaining people with CUD/who use cannabis daily, we assume
decreased quality of life (0.74).
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3.3. Costs associated with cannabis use disorder

The loss of QALYs resulting from the increased number of people with cannabis use
disorder after legalization ranges from 0.8 million EUR (Scenario 2: a 2% increase in people
who use cannabis daily; Option O3: 30% of people with CUD/who use cannabis daily) to
29.8 million EUR (Scenario 3: a 2% increase in people who use cannabis daily; Option O1:
8% of people with CUD/who use cannabis daily in treatment), as shown in Table 4.

3.4. Increasing treatment capacity and harm reduction and cost implications

Table 5 presents the number of people who would be in contact with cannabis treatment and
harm reduction programs under three different options (status quo, doubling, and quadru-
pling the capacity of treatment and harm reduction services). Option O3 (30% of people with
CUD/who use cannabis daily in treatment) would imply an increase in the capacity of treatment
and harm reduction services by up to five times the current situation, from treating 1,141 persons
currently to between 4,249 and 5,557 persons after post-legalization expansion.

Such an increase in treatment capacitywould incur a cost to public budgets of between 3.7
million EUR and 17 million EUR. This represents an increase in the costs of treatment and
harm reduction of between 0.2 million EUR and 13.5 million EUR compared to the current
situation.

4. Discussion and conclusion

In this study, we aimed to quantify the main social costs and benefits of the potential
legalization and regulation of cannabis for personal use in the Czech Republic and perform a
cost–benefit analysis that considers law enforcement costs, tax revenue, cannabis-related
harm, and cannabis treatment.

Our analysis relied on several key outcomes from jurisdictions that have legalized
cannabis in the past, namely Uruguay, Canada, and individual states in the USA. The main
parameters used in this study were the legal versus illegal market shares, the increase in
cannabis use after legalization, and the proportion of daily cannabis use. We have outlined
multiple scenarios and options for potential costs and benefits, based on the parameters
described above. To reach a final conclusion about the potential costs and benefits of
cannabis legalization and regulation in the Czech Republic, we have carefully considered
which of those scenarios/options are the most realistic.

Of the five scenarios we used to model post-legalization participation in the legal market
which were: 1) the status quo – identical formal and informal market shares as in the Czech
Republic today; 2) a situation like that observed after legalization in Uruguay, 3) a situation
like that observed after legalization in Canada, 4) a situation like that observed after
legalization in the USA and 5) 100% participation in the legal formal market), realistically
wewould expect post-legalization developments in the Czech Republic to be similar to those
in the United States or Canada given that the proposedmodel for cannabis regulation and the
market structure in the Czech Republic share similarities with those in these countries; very
low legal market participation was observed in Uruguay primarily due to problems with
insufficient production and a small number of legal cannabis shops (Queirolo, 2020).

We estimate that the cost savings pertaining to decreased law enforcement following
cannabis legalization and regulation would be between 20.7 and 24.2 million EUR. In terms
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of the optimal tax rate, based on current costs and markups in the illegal markets and
experience in Canada and the United States, we believe that options O2 (tax rate 1.5 EUR/g),
O3 (tax rate 0.7 EUR/g), and O5 (tax rate 1 EUR/g) reflect realistic decreases in the retail
markup and wholesale cannabis price.

4.1. Cost and benefits of cannabis legalization and regulation

To estimate the cost and benefits of cannabis legalization and regulation, we have narrowed
down our estimates to fewer options. In particular, we have selected one high and one low
scenario for post-legalization law enforcement savings, tax revenue, daily cannabis use, and
treatment costs. In selecting these, we have focused on the most plausible course of
development following cannabis legalization and regulation in the Czech Republic.

We have determined that for savings in law enforcement costs, Scenarios 3 (Canada) and
4 (USA) were most plausible due to the fact that the (projected) legal cannabis market in the
Czech Republic might have a similar market share to those observed in these jurisdictions
since the proposed regulatory framework in the Czech Republic shares many similarities
with those in place in Canada and in Washington State. We estimate that the savings to law
enforcement costs due to legalization in the Czech Republic would range between 20.7 and
24.1 million EUR.

In determining the tax revenue, we have assumed that a politically plausible tax rate in the
Czech Republic would fall between 0.7 and 1.5 EUR per gram of dry cannabis. We have also
factored in the formal (taxable) market share in the Czech Republic, which would probably be
similar to that in Canada (52%) orWashington State (63%) due to similarities in the proposed
regulatory framework.Narrowing down the tax revenues to these two options, we estimate the
tax revenue post-legalization in the Czech Republic would be between 22.4 million EUR and
38millionEURannually for our lowmarket size estimate (20.9 tons) and between 51.7million
EUR and 87.5 million EUR annually for our high market size estimate (48.2 tons).

In determining the most plausible treatment and harm reduction costs, we have chosen
Scenarios 1 (Uruguay) and 2 (Canada) because the cannabis policies in these countries
include stronger regulations in this regard than those in the USA. We have also determined
that it is likely there would be a slight increase in daily cannabis use post-legalization in the
Czech Republic (as outlined in Option O2). Altogether, we estimate that the costs of
cannabis-related treatment and harm reductionwould increase post-legalization in the Czech
Republic by 2.9 to 3.4 million EUR annually. We applied similar assumptions when
narrowing down the options for loss of QALYs and the associated costs, yielding an
estimated cost from loss of quality of life of between 1.1 and 5.5 million EUR.

Table 6 shows an overview of the estimated costs and benefits related to cannabis use
legalization and regulation for the subset of the most plausible scenarios and options.

4.2. Benefits outweigh costs in all plausible scenarios and options

In terms of societal costs and benefits (including the cost of lost QALYs due to the reduced
quality of life of peoplewith CUD), our analysis shows that the potential benefits of cannabis
legalization and regulation outweigh the costs. Table 6 shows the net social benefits
between 11.7 and 91.6. Taking into account the most plausible options and scenarios
mentioned above, the estimated total net societal benefit ranges between 34.4 and 107.6
million EUR. This rather wide range results from the fact that we have incorporated multiple
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parameters into our analysis using various scenarios and options, in particular, to address
uncertainties regarding the true size of the cannabis market in the Czech Republic. In terms
of public budgets, the proposed legalization and regulation of cannabis in the Czech
Republic would have a net benefit of between 33.2 and 102.3 million EUR.

Table 6. Overview of costs and benefits related to cannabis use under realistic scenarios
and options for legalization and regulation (millions of EUR)

Scenarios for the share of the
taxable market

Uruguay Canada USA

Impact on public budgets
Total law enforcement savings 17.9 20.6 24.1
Tax revenue - estimated market size of 20.9 tons
O2: Substantial decrease in markup, medium decrease in

WS price, tax rate 1.5 EUR/g
11.5 31.0 37.9

O3: Substantial decrease in markup, small decrease in WS
price, tax rate 0.7 EUR/g

8.2 22.4 27.2

O5: Small decrease in markup, medium decrease in WS
price, tax rate 1 EUR/g

9.4 25.6 31.0

Tax revenue - estimated market size of 48.2 tons
O2: Substantial decrease in markup, medium decrease in

WS price, tax rate 1.5 EUR/g
26.4 72.2 87.5

O3: Substantial decrease in markup, small decrease in WS
price, tax rate 0.7 EUR/g

18.9 51.7 62.6

O5: Small decrease in markup, medium decrease in WS
price, tax rate 1.0 EUR/g

21.6 59.0 71.5

Increase in treatment costs and harm reduction compared to the current situation
8% of people with CUD/who use cannabis daily are in

treatment
0.2 0.1 1.0

15% of people with CUD/who use cannabis daily are in
treatment

3.4 2.9 5.0

30% of people with CUD/who use cannabis daily are in
treatment

10.2 9.2 13.5

SOCIAL COSTS (other than within public budgets)
Increase in the number of people with CUD/who use cannabis daily - conversion to EUR

(1 QALY equivalent of 40,000 EUR)
The same proportion of people with CUD/who use cannabis

daily in treatment as current (8%)
�5.5 �1.1 �29.

8
15% of people with CUD/who use cannabis daily in

treatment
�5.1 �1.0 �18.3

30% of people with CUD/who use cannabis daily in
treatment

�4.2 �0.8 �15.1

Net social benefit
- Minimal estimation +11.7 +33 +20.5
- Maximal estimation +38.6 +91.6 +88.3
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To see what the minimum benefits of cannabis legalization and regulation might be, we
can take the parameters of cannabis legalization in Uruguay and assign the respective costs
and benefits from the Czech Republic. With low consumer participation in the legal market,
as in Uruguay, tax revenue would be rather low (8.2 million EUR) and so would savings on
law enforcement costs (17.9 million EUR). Nevertheless, these benefits could still outweigh
the social costs – 4.2 million EUR associated with the loss of QALYs and treatment costs of
10.2 million EUR, in total 11.7 million EUR.

At the opposite end of the range, we show that the highest excess of revenues over costs
would be achieved with a larger market (48.2 tons), an excise duty rate of 1.5 EUR/g of
cannabis, and legal market parameters similar to Canada. Under this scenario, the benefits
(tax revenue + law enforcement savings) would reach 92.8 million EUR, while the costs
associated with cannabis use disorder and treatment would be just 1.2 million EUR. The
benefits would therefore exceed the costs about 80 times.

Overall, our analysis shows that the tax revenue and law enforcement savings following
cannabis legalization and regulation in the Czech Republic would very likely outweigh any
additional costs of treatment and harm reduction programs related to cannabis legalization as
well as a potential decrease in QALYs due to increased cannabis use. These savings could be
allocated to fund public services that further mitigate any adverse effects of cannabis
legalization (e.g., prevention campaigns or drug-driving interventions), as well as to cover
the increased costs of overseeing the legal cannabis market (e.g., an agency for cannabis
market regulation or an information system with individual consumer accounts to prevent
diversion from the legal market).

4.3. Limitations

Although our results provide new insights, certain limitations of this research need to be
considered. The cost–benefit analysis of legalization faces several challenges. Intangible and
hard-to-quantify impacts, such as social justice and health effects, are difficult to express
monetarily. Additionally, estimating the size of the market and calculating tax revenues can
vary widely; this is, admittedly, reflected in the dispersion of the tax revenue estimates. The
availability and quality of data may be limited, leading to potential inaccuracies. This
analysis is restricted to categories of costs and benefits that were feasible to calculate for
this report. Other benefits, such as increased consumer protection, reduced stigma, or
reduced transaction costs were not fully accounted for. Conversely, problematic cannabis
use can contribute to chronic diseases and acute health conditions, negatively impacting
individual labor productivity, increasing absenteeism, and affecting employment stability
(Henkel, 2011). However, current research on cannabis use and labor market outcomes
shows mixed results, with some studies indicating negative effects while others suggest the
impact may be less severe than previously thought. For example, Bears Augustyn et al.
(2020) found that cannabis use is linked to a reduced likelihood of full-time employment,
though employment stability remains high for individuals who are employed. Similarly, it is
difficult to quantify the social justice impacts when using cost–benefit analysis to decide on
possible cannabis regulation. Many important benefits and costs, such as the reduction of
racial disparities in arrests and the improvement of community relations, cannot be easily
expressed in monetary terms. These value judgments play a crucial role in the overall
assessment of cannabis legalization, as highlighted byWilkins et al. (2022). Thus, while this
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analysis may not be fully incomplete, it provides an understanding of the primary costs and
benefits of cannabis legalization.

Funding statement. No funding was received.

Competing interest. The authors declare that they have no competing interests.

References

Bears Augustyn,Megan, Loughran, Thomas, Larroulet, Pilar, andHenry, Kimberly. L. 2020. “Economic Effects of
Adolescent to Adult Patterns of Cannabis Use: Full-Time Employment and Employment Stability.” Journal of
Drug Issues, 50(4): 579–603.

Becker, Gary S., Murphy, Kevin M., and Grossman, Michael. 2006. “The Market for Illegal Goods: The Case of
Drugs.” Journal of Political Economy, 114(1): 38–60.

Begg, Stephen, Vos, Theo, Barker, Bridget, Stevenson, Chris, Stanley, Lucy, and Lopez, AlanD. 2007. The Burden
of Disease and Injury in Australia 2003. Australian Institute of Health andWelfare, [Canberra, A. C. T.]. https://
www.aihw.gov.au/reports/burden-of-disease/burden-of-disease-injury-australia-2003/summary

Belackova, Vendula, Petruzelka, Benjamin, Cihak, Jakub, Dusek, Libor, Michailidu, Jana, Archalous, Martin,
Mravcik, Viktor, Voboril, Jindrich, and Havrda, Marek. 2022. REGULACE TRHU S KONOPÍM – dopadová
studie. https://regulacekonopi.cz/ria/

Belackova, Vendula. 2008. Využití a konstrukce indikátoru QALYs v oblasti závislostí. Prague: (Bc), Charles
University.

Belackova, Vendula, and Stefunkova, Michaela. 2018. “Interpreting the Czech Drug Decriminalization: The Glass
is Half Full--Response to Cerveny, J., Chomynova, P., Mravcik, V., & van Ours, J. C. (2017). Cannabis
Decriminalization and the Age of Onset of Cannabis Use.” International Journal of Drug Policy, 52: 102–105.

Caulkins, Jonathan P., andKilborn,Michelle L. 2019. “Cannabis Legalization, Regulation,&Control: AReview of
Key Challenges for Local, State, and Provincial Officials.” The American Journal of Drug and Alcohol Abuse,
45(6): 689–697.

Caulkins, Jonathan. P., Pardo, Bryce, and Kilmer, Beau. 2020. “Intensity of Cannabis Use: Findings from Three
Online Surveys.” International Journal of Drug Policy, 79: 102740.

Caulkins, Jonathan P., and Reuter, Peter. 1998. “What Price Data Tell Us about Drug Markets.” Journal of Drug
Issues, 28(3): 593–612.

Cerdá, Magdalene, Mauro, Christine, Hamilton, Ava, Levy, Natalie S., Santaella-Tenorio, Julián, Hasin, Deborah,
Wall, Melanie M., Keyes, Katherine M. and Martins, Silvia S. 2020. “Association between Recreational
Marijuana Legalization in the United States and Changes in Marijuana Use and Cannabis Use Disorder from
2008 to 2016.” JAMA Psychiatry, 77(2): 165–171.

Cohen, Joshua. 1996. “Preferences, Needs and QALYs.” Journal of Medical Ethics, 22(5): 267–272.
Costes, Jean-Michel, and Lakhdar, Christian B. 2009. Cannabis Market in Europe: A Growing Domestic Market

(first results). Conference presentation for Identifying Europe’s information needs for effective drug policy,
Lisbon, EMCCDA, May 2009.

Csete, Joane, Kamarulzaman, Adeeba, Kazatchkine, Michel, Altice, Frederick, Balicki, Marek, Buxton, Julia,
Cepeda, Javier, Comfort, Megan, Gosby, Eric, Goulao, Joao, Hart, Carl, Horton, Richard, Kerr, Thomas,
Madrazo, Alejandro M., Lewis, Stephen, Martin, Natasha, Mejía, Daniel, Mathiesson, David, Obou, Isidore,
Ogunrombi, Adeolu, Sherman, Susan, Stone, Jack, Vallath, Nandini, Vickerman, Peter, Zábranský, Tomáš,
Beyrer, Chris. 2016. “Public Health and International Drug Policy.” The Lancet, 387 (10026): 1427–1480.

Degenhardt, Louisa, Ferrari, Alize J., and Hall, Wayne D. 2017. The Global Epidemiology and Disease Burden of
Cannabis Use and Dependence. In Handbook of Cannabis and Related Pathologies (pp. 89–100). Elsevier.

Deighton-Smith, Rex, and Jacobs, Scott H. 1997. Regulatory Impact Analysis: Best Practices in OECD Countries
Paris: OECD. https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/1997/12/regulatory-impact-
analysis_g1gh1430/9789264162150-en.pdf

Deogan, Charlotte, Zarabi, Natalie, Stenström, Nils, Högberg, Pi, Skärstrand, Eva, Manrique-Garcia, Edison,
Neovius, Kristianand, Månsdotter, Anna. 2015. “Cost-Effectiveness of School-Based Prevention of Cannabis
Use.” Applied Health Economics and Health Policy, 13(5): 525–542.

EMCDDA. 2020. European Drug Report: Trends and Developments. Retrieved from Luxembourg: https://
www.emcdda.europa.eu/system/files/publications/13236/TDAT20001ENN_web.pdf.

Journal of Benefit-Cost Analysis 23

https://doi.org/10.1017/bca.2024.45 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/burden-of-disease/burden-of-disease-injury-australia-2003/summary
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/burden-of-disease/burden-of-disease-injury-australia-2003/summary
https://regulacekonopi.cz/ria/
https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/system/files/publications/13236/TDAT20001ENN_web.pdf
https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/system/files/publications/13236/TDAT20001ENN_web.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1017/bca.2024.45


Fischer, Benedikt, Daldegan-Bueno, Dimitri, and Boden, JosephM. 2020a. “Facing the Option for the Legalisation
of Cannabis Use and Supply in NewZealand: AnOverview of Relevant Evidence, Options and Considerations.”
Drug and Alcohol Review, 39(5), 555–567.

Fischer, Benedikt, Lee, Angelica, O’Keefe-Markman, Caroline, and Hall, Wayne. 2020b. “Initial Indicators of the
Public Health Impacts of Non-Medical Cannabis Legalization in Canada.” EClinicalMedicine, 20.

Generální ředitelství vězeňsé služby ČR. (2020). Statistická ročenka VS ČR za rok 2019. Praha: GŘVS. https://
www.vscr.cz/media/organizacni-jednotky/generalni-reditelstvi/odbor-spravni/statistiky/rocenky/statisticka-
rocenka-2019.pdf

Gracie, Kathryn, and Hancox, Robert J. 2021. “Cannabis Use Disorder and the Lungs.” Addiction, 116(1):
182–190.

Gudex, Claire, and Kind, Paul. 1988. The QALY toolkit. Working Papers 038chedp, Centre for Health Economics,
University of York.

Hall, Wayne. 2020. “The Costs and Benefits of Cannabis Control Policies.” Dialogues in Clinical Neuroscience,
22(3): 281-287.

Havličkova, Veronika. (2018). Preference uživatelů marihuany: srovnani vysledků vyzkumů z let 2015 a 2017.
(Mgr.) Univerzita Karlova, Praha.

Henkel, Dieter. 2011. “Unemployment and Substance Use: A review of the Literature.”Addictive Behaviors, 36(4):
295–303.

Jouanjus, Emilie, Raymond, Valentin, Lapeyre-Mestre, Maryse, and Wolff, Valérie. 2017. “What is the Current
Knowledge about the Cardiovascular Risk for Users of Cannabis-Based Products? A Systematic Review.”
Current Atherosclerosis Reports, 19(6): 1–15.

Junta Nacional de Drogas. 2019. Monitoreo y evaluación de la Ley 19.172. https://www.gub.uy/junta-nacional-
drogas/sites/junta-nacional-drogas/files/documentos/publicaciones/Monitoreo_Ley_19172_Diciembre2019.pdf

Kilmer, B. (2015). “The “10 Ps” of Marijuana Legalization.” Berkeley Rev Latin Am Stud, 54, 55.
Kříž, Jaroslav. 2011. “Prevence a ekonomika.” Hygiena, 56(3): 89–94.
Leung, JJanni, Chan, Gary C.K., Hides, Leanne, and Hall, Wayne D. 2020. “What is the Prevalence and Risk of

Cannabis Use Disorders among People Who Use Cannabis? A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis.”
Addictive Behaviors, 109: 106479.

Leyton, Marco. 2019. “Cannabis Legalization: Did we Make a Mistake? Update 2019.” Journal of Psychiatry &
Neuroscience: JPN, 44(5): 291.

Ministry of Health. 2020. Přehled přestupků. Praha: Ministerstvo zdravotnictví České republiky. https://www.
mzcr.cz/prehled-prestupku/.

Ministry of the Interior. 2020. Zpráva o situaci v oblasti vnitřní bezpečnosti a veřejného pořádku na území České
republiky v roce 2019. Praha: Ministerstvo vnitra České republiky. https://www.mvcr.cz/clanek/zprava-o-
situaci-v-oblasti-vnitrni-bezpecnosti-a-verejneho-poradku-na-uzemi-cr-v-roce-2019.aspx.

Mravčík, Victor, Chomynová, Pavla, Grohmannová, Kateřina, Janíková, Barbora, Černíková, Tereza, Rous,
Zdeněk, Tion Leštinová, Zuzana, Nechanská, Blanka, Cibulka, Jan, Fidesová, Hana, and Vopravil, Jiří. 2019.
Výroční zpráva o stavu ve věcech drog v České republice v roce 2018 [Annual report on the drug situation in the
Czech Republic in 2018]. Prague: Office of the Government of the Czech Republic. https://www.drogy-info.cz/
data/obj_files/33122/871/VZdrogy2018_web%202020-01-13_V02.pdf

Mravčík, Victor, Chomynová, Pavla, Grohmannová, Kateřina, Janíková, Barbora, Černíková, Tereza, Rous,
Zdeně, Cibulka, Jan, Fidesová, Hana, and Vopravil. 2020. Výroční zpráva o stavu ve věcech drog v České
republice v roce 2019 [Annual report on the drug situation in the Czech Republic in 2019]. Prague: Office of the
Government of the Czech Republic. https://www.drogy-info.cz/data/obj_files/33369/1076/VZdrogy2019_
v02_s%20obalkou.pdf

Mravčík, Victor, Grohmannová, Kateřina, Chomynová, Pavla, Nečas, Vlastimil, Grolmusová, Lucie, Kiššová,
Lucia, Nechanská, Blanka, Fidesová, Hana, Kalina, Kamil, Vopravil, Jiří, Kostelecká, Lenka, and Jurystová,
Lucie. 2012. Výroční zpráva o stavu ve věcech drog v České republice v roce 2011 [The Czech Republic - Drug
Situation 2011]. Praha: Úřad Vlády ČR [Office of the Czech Government]. https://www.drogy-info.cz/pub-
likace/vyrocni-zpravy/vyrocni-zprava-o-stavu-ve-vecech-drog-v-ceske-republice-v-roce-2011/

Ministry of Justice. 2020.Zpráva o činnosti státního zastupitelství za rok 2019. Praha: Nejvyšší státní zastupitelství.
https://verejnazaloba.cz/nsz/cinnost-nejvyssiho-statniho-zastupitelstvi/zpravy-o-cinnosti/zprava-o-cinnosti-za-
rok-2019/.

Police of the Czech Republic. 2020. Statistické přehledy kriminality v r. 2019 (ESSK). Praha: Policejní prezidium
ČR. https://www.policie.cz/clanek/statisticke-prehledy-kriminality-za-rok-2019.aspx.

24 Jakub Čihák, Libor Dušek and Vendula Běláčková

https://doi.org/10.1017/bca.2024.45 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://www.vscr.cz/media/organizacni-jednotky/generalni-reditelstvi/odbor-spravni/statistiky/rocenky/statisticka-rocenka-2019.pdf
https://www.vscr.cz/media/organizacni-jednotky/generalni-reditelstvi/odbor-spravni/statistiky/rocenky/statisticka-rocenka-2019.pdf
https://www.vscr.cz/media/organizacni-jednotky/generalni-reditelstvi/odbor-spravni/statistiky/rocenky/statisticka-rocenka-2019.pdf
https://www.gub.uy/junta-nacional-drogas/sites/junta-nacional-drogas/files/documentos/publicaciones/Monitoreo_Ley_19172_Diciembre2019.pdf
https://www.gub.uy/junta-nacional-drogas/sites/junta-nacional-drogas/files/documentos/publicaciones/Monitoreo_Ley_19172_Diciembre2019.pdf
https://www.mzcr.cz/prehled-prestupku/
https://www.mzcr.cz/prehled-prestupku/
https://www.mvcr.cz/clanek/zprava-o-situaci-v-oblasti-vnitrni-bezpecnosti-a-verejneho-poradku-na-uzemi-cr-v-roce-2019.aspx
https://www.mvcr.cz/clanek/zprava-o-situaci-v-oblasti-vnitrni-bezpecnosti-a-verejneho-poradku-na-uzemi-cr-v-roce-2019.aspx
https://www.drogy-info.cz/data/obj_files/33122/871/VZdrogy2018_web%202020-01-13_V02.pdf
https://www.drogy-info.cz/data/obj_files/33122/871/VZdrogy2018_web%202020-01-13_V02.pdf
https://www.drogy-info.cz/data/obj_files/33369/1076/VZdrogy2019_v02_s%20obalkou.pdf
https://www.drogy-info.cz/data/obj_files/33369/1076/VZdrogy2019_v02_s%20obalkou.pdf
https://verejnazaloba.cz/nsz/cinnost-nejvyssiho-statniho-zastupitelstvi/zpravy-o-cinnosti/zprava-o-cinnosti-za-rok-2019/
https://verejnazaloba.cz/nsz/cinnost-nejvyssiho-statniho-zastupitelstvi/zpravy-o-cinnosti/zprava-o-cinnosti-za-rok-2019/
https://doi.org/10.1017/bca.2024.45


Pudney, Steve. 2013. A Cost-Benefit Analysis of a Licensed, Taxed and Regulated Cannabis Market Shows a Net
Benefit. British Politics and Policy at LSE. https://eprints.lse.ac.uk/76411/

Queirolo, Rosario. 2020. Uruguay: The First Country to Legalize Cannabis. In Legalizing Cannabis (pp. 116–130).
Routledge.

Rotermann, Michelle. 2020. “What has Changed Since Cannabis was Legalized.” Health Reports, 31(2): 11–20.
Scheim, Ayden I.,Maghsoudi, Nazlee,Marshall, Zack, Churchill, Siobhan, Ziegler, Carolyn, andWerb, Dan. 2020.

“Impact Evaluations of Drug Decriminalisation and Legal Regulation on Drug Use, Health and Social Harms: A
Systematic Review.” BMJ Open, 10(9): e035148.

Seddon, Toby, and Floodgate, William. 2020. Regulating Cannabis: A Global Review and Future Directions.
Palgrave Macmillan Cham.

Shanahan, Marian, and Ritter, Alison. 2014. “Cost Benefit Analysis of Two Policy Options for Cannabis: Status
Quo and Legalisation.” PloS One, 9(4): e95569.

Small, Will, Kerr, Thomas, Charette, John, Schechter, Martin T., and Spittal, Patricia M. 2006. “Impacts of
Intensified Police Activity on Injection Drug Users: Evidence from an Ethnographic Investigation.” Interna-
tional Journal of Drug Policy, 17(2): 85–95.

Trautmann, Franz, Kilmer, Beau, and Turnbull, Paul. 2013. Further Insights into Aspects of the EU Illicit Drugs
Market. Luxembourg: Publications Office of the European Union. https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/
publication/6b248f1a-8296-4aad-9271-53245a45a910/language-en

UNODC. 2022.World Drug Report 2021. Retrieved from New York: https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-
analysis/wdr2021.html.

Van Dijk, Jan J. M. 1998. “The Narrow Margins of the Dutch Drug Policy: A Cost-Benefit Analysis.” European
Journal on Criminal Policy and Research, 6, 369–393.

Vopravil, Jiří. 2011. “Odhad velikosti trhu s konopnými drogami a pervitinem.” Adiktologie, 11(Suppl): 54–59.
Werb, Daniel, Wood, Evan, Small, Will, Strathdee, Steffanie, Li, Kathy, Montaner, Julio, and Kerr, Thomas. 2008.

“Effects of Police Confiscation of Illicit Drugs and Syringes among Injection Drug Users in Vancouver.”
International Journal of Drug Policy, 19(4): 332–338.

Wilkins, Chris, Rychert, Marta, Queirolo, Rosario, Lenton, Simon R., Kilmer, Beau, Fischer, Benedikt, Becorte,
Tom, Hansen, Paul, and Ombler, Franz. 2022. “Assessing Options for Cannabis Law Reform: A Multi-Criteria
Decision Analysis (MCDA) with Stakeholders in New Zealand.” International Journal of Drug Policy, 105:
103712.

World Health Organization. 2016. Health and Social Effects of Nonmedical Cannabis Use (The). World Health
Organization. https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789241510240

Appendix. Tax model

The objective of the tax model is to find the target level of the excise tax rate and to derive an
estimate of the tax revenues from the legalized regulated cannabis market. In the proposed
regulatory framework, the excise tax is set as a tax per gram of THC contained in the
cannabis product. However, the analysis is far simpler computationally when we first work
with a tax per gram of drymatter (Qm - “market quantity”) and only subsequently convert this
into a tax per gram of THC.

The starting point for this analysis is the intention – set as a policy objective for the
legalized market – that the retail price for the end consumer in the legalized market
should be the same as the current price in the illegal market. The excise tax rate must be
targeted to achieve that objective. The model divides the legalized market into two
segments. The first segment is the commercial market, that is production and sales to end
consumers. In this market, the state will collect excise tax and value-added tax (VAT),
which we here model as a single tax (Tm – “commercial market tax rate”) per unit of
market quantity.

The second segment consists of self-growers and cannabis clubs that is cannabis that is
both grown and consumed by end consumers. This production does not pass through the
market and is not subject to taxation.
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The total tax revenue to public budgets from legalization will therefore be given by the
following equation:

T = TM ∗QM : (1)

The current observed retail price P0
M in the illegal market consists of the wholesale price

P0
S and the retail markup m0, that is the difference between the retail and wholesale prices.

The wholesale price is primarily determined by the costs of production and wholesale
distribution. Themarkup is determined primarily by the cost of retail distribution and sales to
end consumers. In an illegal market, both are significantly influenced by the need to choose
inefficient technologies and business practices to avoid detection by law enforcement
authorities. Prices and markups also take into account the risks of detection, confiscation
of drugs and means of production, and criminal sanctions (Caulkins & Reuter, 1998):

PO
M =PO

S +mO: (2)

The changes in prices, markups, and taxes that occur after legalization play a key part in
setting the tax rate Tm. The change in the retail price of Pm can be decomposed into the
following terms:

dPM

PO
M

=
dPS

PO
M

+
dm

PO
M

+
TM

PO
M

dPM
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M

=
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∗
PS
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+
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∗
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M

+
TM

P0
M

dPM

P0
M

=
dPS

PS
∗ 1�μð Þ+ dm

m
∗ μ+

TM

P0
M

: (3)

In the legalized market, the costs of production and distribution are expected to fall by
eliminating the inefficiencies and risks associated with the illegal market, causing reduc-
tions in wholesale prices and retail markups. There will also be an opening up of
competition in the market. Economies of scale can be expected and legalization itself
may lead to innovation in the market, as producers may look for ways to reduce costs and
increase profitability. These factors should push for further reductions in wholesale prices
and retail markups.

As the target retail price in the legal market equals the price in the current illegal market,
the percentage change in retail price can be derived from dPM

P0
M
= 0. The market tax rate would

therefore be equal to the percentage decrease in the wholesale price and the percentage
decrease in the markup:9

9 From a different perspective, the legalized market generates welfare gains by making production and
distribution more efficient, and these gains manifest as a reduction in the pre-tax retail price paid by end consumers.
The tax rate that is equal to the difference between the old and new pre-tax retail price effectively taxes away these
gains, which then accrue to the public sector.
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TM

P0
M

= �dPS

PS
∗ 1�μð Þ�dm

m
∗ μ: (4)

To estimate the resulting tax revenue, we also need to know the change in quantity in the
new legal market (that is, the percentage change dQM=QMÞ – see equation (5) below.
Legalization is expected to affect consumers’motivation to buy in the legal market, inducing
a shift of original consumers from the informal market (self-growers) to the formal market,
the entry of new consumers into the market due to the new possibility of buying cannabis
legally (dQML

QM
∗QMÞ, and changes in consumption practices due to the change in the retail

price εM ∗ dPM

P0
M

� �
, where εM is the ordinary price elasticity of demand:

dQM

QM
= εM ∗QM ∗

dPM

P0
M

+
dQML

QM
∗QM : (5)

Since the price paid by end consumers in the new legal market is unaffected by design
dPM

P0
M
= 0

� �
then only the expression dQML

QM
is relevant from the above equation, where dQML

QM

denotes the percentage change in the number of consumers in the commercial market due to
the legalization of the market. New consumers may enter the legal market as they can
purchase cannabis legally, but consumers from the informal market may also enter the new
legal market as they were growing their own cannabis before legalization. This parameter is
difficult to estimate but can be based on changes in consumption in countries where cannabis
has already been legalized for personal use. We opted for an estimate based on the Canadian
experience, see Section 2.2.2.
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