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:JOl' m.i: Onl';!
SALUTE TO TOMORROW. This reeling, shrunkenglobe isso racked by fears
that are making policy, by suspicions armed with incoherent atoms, that no
meteorologistcan say whether the skies tomorrow willbefilled with sunlight or
with long-rangebombers.All editors, evenof learned journals, must learn tolive
withthefact that the paragraphsthey writemay have tobe proofreadby someone
else, and maybe published,if publishedatall,toa world of shatteredivory towers.
We are prompted,therefore, to utter afewsmall but sustaining convictions. We
continue to believe in ivory towers, not asfitplacestolive (they werenever so),
but as civilized refuges for reflection and (for those abletoclimb the steep stairs)
as steady platformsforthe achievementof perspective.We believe no lessin literary
and linguistic scholarshipbecauseitnowseems threatenedwith extinction; indeed,
intimes like these,webelieve ourselves more fortunate in our work than many
other people,forit permits ustolive intimately with courageoasspirits, with men
ofvision, and ithas both health and purpose in it. We never believed that our
BChoiarshir was doomedbecausesome of us were narrow,lacking asenseof values,
or out 0 touch with reality, forwe have seenthesesame human weaknesses
flourishlikeweedsin other walksoflife. Pedantry has never threatenedusso
much ashaslackof confidence, lackof constructive interest in the future. We
believe, then, in tomorrow, today more than ever before. In short, we cheerfully
concentrateonthetwofingers plying our typewriter, trusting others, whoseless
cheerful taskitis,toscanthe uneasyskies.

INSIDE THE IVORY TOWER. Since 1883 the MLA has beenvitally interested
in internationalscholarshipinitsfield, and since1893we have frequently elected
distinguished foreign scholars to Honorary Membership.We publish annually an
internationalcompilationof Research in Progress. We have a Committeeon Inter-
national Cultural Cooperation.With the ACLS, we alonerepresentthe humanities
on the U.S. National Commissionfor UNESCO. Daily we help to makeinterna-
tional understandingpossibleby teachingforeignlanguagesandforeign literatures.
and in our writing we often illustrate the fact that the world of literature is truly
One W orld, Our members travel widely and correspondwith persons in many
lands.By the very natureof our studies we are actively andpermanentlyconcerned
with greater understandingof foreign cultures. Thus, as the Zeitgeist prompts all
menof conscience to appropriateactivities, we are more fortunate (let us count
our blessings) than those whomust cure, plead, or trade fora living. We "stand
and wait" witha difference. Rememberingrecent history, weknow that universities
and scholarly societies, devoted tofree inquiry, have alwaysbeen amongthefirst
institutions attackedby totalitarianforces, which regardusas dangerousmen. And
little wonder: inthe evening, preparingfor anotherdayof direct influence on the
minds of future citizens,we can lean back and listen again to freedom-loving
voices out of the past-canread againwords liketheseof John Milton, written
in1649: "Who knows not that there isa mutual bond of amity and brotherhood
between man and man over allthe world? ••• Nor isit distance of place that
makes enmity, but enmity that makes distance.He thereforethat keeps peacewith
me, nearor remote,of whatsoevernation,istome •••a neighbor."

RESEARCH INTERRUPTED. The Editor of "Research in Progress" has been
informedthat the English, French, German,and Italian divisions were discontinued
early lastyearat DebrecenUniversity (Hungary), and the MLA "is askedtodis-
continuecorrespondencewiththe saiddivisions."

ACCOLADE. Last year Kemp Malone,memberof the MLA Executive Council,was
knighted in the Order of Dannebrogforhis literary researches. The Danish
knighthoodfollowed only a little more than a year after a similar honorconferred
on ProfessorMaloneby Iceland.

VISITORS. Following isan incomplete listof foreign scholars inourfieldnow
in America on Fulbright travel grants for lecturing or advancedresearch.Many
of them wouldwelcome invitations tovisit other institutions provided that theex-
penseof travel is covered bythe place inviting them, for their Fulbright grants in
no instance include travel or other expenses while inthis country. In our listwe
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note the nation from which they have come (in parentheses),their host institution
here, and a brief note of their scholarly interest: Rene Allewaert (from France),
atBrown, Frenchlang. & lit.; R.M. Asselineau (France), Harvard,American lit.;
Alice Bourgois-Coleno (France), WeIIesley, French; George L. Brook (UK),
UCLA, English; Robert Champigny(France), Indiana,French; Enzo Colla (Italy),
Princeton, French; Una Ellis-Fermor (England), Huntington Library (arrives in
April), Shakespeare; Arnolfo Ferruolo (Italy), Harvard, Italian; Graham G.
Hough (UK), Hopkins, Victorian lit.; Robert L. Mane (France), Vassar, French;
Aidan L. Owen (UK), Elmira, English; ClaudeMarie Recamier (France), Elmira,
French; Robert H. Robins (UK), California, phonetics & phonologyof American
Indian lang.; GeorgesSimonet (France), Wayne, French; Leonie Villard (France),
Mr. Holyoke, French; G. Waterhouse (England), Illinois, German.

GEBURTSTAGSKIND. In celebration ofits third birthday, rhls section "For
Members Only" has been presented with numberedpages (requested by many
members for convenienceof reference). We have also eliminated the slightly dis-
tracting MLA's which separatedparagraphs.We take occasion to thank the hun-
dreds of members who have been thoughtful enough to send us comments and
suggestions, and also the many others who,by writing tous about 'MLA matters,
have unintentionally supplied uswith material forthese pages.We fervently hope
that our offspring hasnow reached its maximum growth; looking backward,we
estimate that we have written approximately32,000wordsfor this section inthe
courseof the lasttwoyears.

CONGRATULATIONS tothe following members who have just achieved their
fiftieth Association year: Stephen Hayes Bush, David Hobart Carnahan,William
Wistar Comfort, Robert Herndon Fife, GeorgeT. Flom, Gordon Hall Gerould,
John Louis Haney, James HazenHyde, Charles Julius KuIImer, Ernest F. Langley,
William Witherle Lawrence, Alma deL. LeDuc.

ARCHER TAYLOR is the sixty-first President of the Association, and his recent
election elevates the University of California into the group of three institutions
which have provided uswith five or more presidents (the others: Harvard, 11;
Columbia,7). Our new presiding officer issixty, and is author of many scholarly
studies in folklore and Germanliterature. He joined the MLA in1912, between
an M.A. at Pennsylvania and a Ph.D. at Harvard. He wastwiceVice President
of the Association (1933 and 1950) and served on the Executive Council 1935·38.

THUNDER THEFT. "One wayto confound the critics,ina scholarly book, is
to obtain help from all those who know the subject matterwell enoughto criticize
it, and to acknowledgehandsomely in the preface the valuable contributions of
these gentlemen. Then it would be bad grace or even self-mutilation foroneof
them to publish a scathing review.Butwoe to the author whoso recognizes
nearly allthe experts in the field but omits oneor two." We quote from the Novem-
ber 1950issueof The Pierian Spring (Univ. of CaliforniaPress).

BRADLEY UNIVERSITY, Peoria, Illinois, plans a conference on Rainer Maria
Rilke 13·15 April. For information write to Robert Rie, Dept. of Modern Lan-
guages.

DEADLINES. Applications for Huntington Library research fellowships should
arrive not later than March 1;for Ohio State University postdoctoralfellowships,
March 1;for ACLS Faculty Study Fellowships, March 1.See the April 1950PMLA,
pages129-130,for details. The OSU deadlinehas changed.

NEXT. The 1951 Meeting is scheduledto be held in Detroit, Michigan, on Thurs-
day, Friday, and Saturday, December27-29.Chairmanof the local committee on
arrangementswillbe Harold A.Basiliusof Wayne University, who had much to
dowiththesuccessof the 1947meeting in Detroit•.Any memberofthe Association
may offer a paper tobe read in either a DepartmentalSection ora Discussion
Groupmeeting this year. Papers or notices of papersshould be sent directly tothe
Chairmanofthe group or section concerned;his nameand addressmay be found
in the 1950Proceedingspublishedin this issue,at the very end of the accountof
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the particulargroup's program.The latest possible date at which proposalsfor the
1951 programcan be received is October1, but notice wellin advanceofthis date
is highly desirable,as programsare usually madeup before the deadline;copy for
the completeProgram must reachthe printerson October15.

LINGUISTIC PROBLEM. Robert A. Hall, Jr., writes: "As to insults, the linguists
don't need 'em To offend many people who read 'em; For they often give pause
With phoneticallaws To believers in 'spiritual freedom'."

GRANTS-IN-AID. In our last compilationof sources of fellowships andgrants in
aid of advancedresearchwe inadvertentlyomitted an importantorganizationwhich
frequently supports scholarship in our field, the American Philosophical Society,
IndependenceSquare, Philadelphia6, Pa, Application for grants for postdoctoral
research must be made on forms provided for that purpose and obtainablefrom
the Society, whose Committeeon Research meets early in the months of October,
December,February, April, and June. Among the twenty-three grantsmadeby the
Committee atits meeting last October were the following: Andre B. Delattre
(Penn.), for researchon Voltaire letters, $1,000;Earl R. Wasserman(Hopkins),
for study of the influence of Elizabethan literature on the Romantic period, ~500;
Stephan G. Kuttner (Catholic), for research in the MS sources of canon lawin
medievalEngland,$1,500;Richard B. Davis (Tennessee), for an edition of Correa-
Jefferson letters, $500.

MONTAGUE. When we changedthe faceof PMLA (March 1948)wewere par-
ticularly careful to put our name (as Secretary and Editor) in the same sized caps
as our predecessorhad used. We promptly received an anonymouscommunication
accusing usof flagrant self-advertisement.This worried usabit for atime, but
it worries usno longer. We continue to get mail, from members,addressedto our
predecessor.Before Decemberof last year we frequently received articles addressed
to Professor Otto Springer as Secretary and Editor. We could understandbeing
Percy Long, but wewere puzzled by this last phenomenonuntil one day a light
dawned.On the inside cover of PMLA, feeling embarrassedby our typographical
prominenceon the outside, we hadmodestly listed ourselves underneaththe names
of the members of the Editorial Committee as "The Secretary of the Association,
Chairman"; and Professor Springer's namehappenedtobe immediatelyabove.We
have changedthat now, but weare spiritually preparedtobe someoneelse" here-
after. Indeed, we can see the shadow of confusion lurking just aroundthe corner,
forwe have recently been elected to the Board of Directors of the ACLS, and the
ACLS has on its Washingtonstaff a fine young man namedWilliam A. Parker,
OurIrish is alreadyup.

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP in the Association totals 6,515 (in Jan.). Last
October the droppingof 570 members from all records for non-paymentof dues
reduced our membershipto 5,969,but many of these persons would seemto have
returned to the fold.

BELGIUM. On Nov. 10-12the University of Liege celebratedthe 60thanniversary
of the foundation ofits Departmentof Romance and GermanicLanguages.

"WE." A membercalls our attention to the following advice given by William F.
Brown in Physics Today, III (Feb. 1950),21: "An author is entitled to talk about
himself when he is relevant to the discussion; when he is not relevant, he should
be able to leave himself out of the discussion completely. In neither casedoes he
improve mattersby makingbelieve that heisa committeeor that he istwo persons,
oneof whom is talking aboutthe other."

ARTICLES submitted to PMLA during 1951 can be published within approxi-
mately nine months of their acceptanceby the Editorial Committee.Weare now
filling the Decembernumber.

MEMBERSHIP WRINKLES. One Life Member annually sends usa check noted
as "self-assessment." A number of members, in paying their dues,askusto send
their copies of PMLA tosome foreign library, and, in these days,we are happyto
doso. (We do not condone,however, the practice ofafew members who give

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900207712 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900207712


:hachthe q,.aduateStudent

Every graduatestudent whois pursuinga doctorate,certainly every student inthe
Humanities andtheSocialSciences,shouldbegivensome orientation inthe
mechanicsandeconomicsof printed communication,so that hecan better understand
the nature oftheproblemshewillfaceas author, and perhaps as editor, if that
timecomes.Thiscanbedoneona voluntary rather thana required basis.Itisnot
proposed that another coursebeaddedto schedules already full, but rather that a
seriesof public lectures beheldtowhich graduatestudents wouldbe urged togo
andthefacultyinvited.Thisseries, not morethansixandnotless than three hours
inall,shouldbe conductedby personnelofthe university press, if thereisone,orof
some other agencysuchasthe university printer orthe library. The lectures should
be asdownto earth aspossible,andshouldbe buttressedatevery turn by pictures,
particularly motion pictures. No statementofany kind shouldbemadeex cathedra;
If the practical reasoncannothe furnished the statementshouldbe suppressed.Theory
shouldbeavoidedliketheplague,andthe emphasisthroughoutshouldbeoncost. If
the lectures couldhefollowedbytwohoursina printing plant, somuchthe better.
Attheendthereshouldbe distributed aconcise handbook containing insome
permanentformthefacts just elucidated-factswhich, without explanation,seemto
besomuchGreek except totheGreek specialists, towhomtheyaresomuch
Gedaged.

The purpose,needlesstosay, will not beto turn graduatestudents into printers;
inthreeorsixhours little enoughcanbedone.Butinthistimethe student canbe
toldthebasic facts; hecanbe better preparedforwhathewillface;hecanbegiven
afull-onviewofwhatcan reasonablybedoneandatwhatcost,an intimation of
whatcausesexpenseandhowtoavoid it; hecanbegivena realistic appraisalof
markets and distribution; anditmightevenbe that asa by-product (from ambergris
comes perfume) hewillbe encouragedtowrite better since,whenonecomesdown
toit,thesurestwaytoreduce printing costistoachieveawider audience,

Thescholaris encouragedto publish. If thetoolsof communication aretools
whichhemustuse,oftenathisexpense,itseemslogical that hebeassistedin
learninghowtousethem.Itis true that experiencewillteachwhere preparationhas
been laggard,but with alterationchargesat$7.00anhourinsomecities experience
canbeanexpensive teacher.

Inthe Humanities the tradition hasbeento teach thetrueandselfless performance
of research,leavingtherestto printer andto publisher. Printing and publishingare
technics,andthetechnicsareavoided.But presentconditions,aswellaswhatcanbe
readofthe future, are unfavorable tothis tradition. Printers and publishers have
forsometimepastbeen quite unable to underwrite it.However appropriateitmay
havebeentoan earlier day,itsimplydoesnotworktoday except atagrowingcost
whichthe scholarly communityis hard puttomeet.Whilethis situation willnotbe
resolvedinthreeorsix lectures, itcan perhapsbemade understandable.And if a
condition is understooditcanbecopedwith.

HENRY M. SILVER

Adviser on Publications, American Council 0/LearnedSocieties
iv
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their copies of PMLA to libraries quite able to subscribe, forwe need this financial
support.) Still other members (whom we applaud) present membership in the
Association to young graduatestudents orto distinguished foreign scholars who
cannotcopewith the difficulties of exchange.
CONVENTION. Morris Bishop contributes this "For Members Only":

"Was Itoo hearty?Did he think me bold?
Should I have said 'like hell' and not 'like fun'?
Doesmy moustachenot makeme look too old?
(I oughtto hint my graduatework is done.)
NebraskaWesleyan is probablycold;
I'd ratherget down south of Washington.
He didn't seemto like that joke I told;
Jeez, he's a solemn-lookingsonofa gunl"
Thus the yOHng savantpondersathisease,
Knitting the critical brow, andon the belly
Twirling the scholarly thumb.Far Ph.D.'s
Dealwith the manuscriptsof Macchiavelli,
The intervocalic n in Portuguese,
And the unfaithfulnessof Harriet Shelley.

YOUR ATTENTION is called to the contents of this February issueof PMLA.
We realize that itis chiefly used for the Listof Members, but we venture to think
that it contains a good deal of other materialwell worth your notice. Besides the
Presidential Address there are four other papersof general schoiariy interest, and
a number of the special reports will be found both entertainingand instructive;
two, which arequite newto this issue, are the special ACLS statistical survey of our
Association, and the report on "The English Language in American Education"
bya special committee of our Commission on Trends. Please see the Table of
Contents.
"GREATLY NEEDED." Thus the ACLS Boardof Directors endorsedthe projected
second edition of the well-known reference work, the Directory of American
Scholars, currently being compiledby JaquesCattell (Science Press,Box 749,Lan-
caster, Pa.), Plans for this long over-due second edition were suspended,first by
the war, later becausethe Science Press wasbusy with new editions of American
MenofScience, etc.; andnow inexplicabledelays in the returningof questionnaires
threaten the scheduledpublication date of September,1951.Persons whowerein-
cluded in the first edition but who have not recently received a questionnaireare
urged to notify the Editor. Those who receivequestionnaitesare urged to return
them promptly. It is hoped that the completedDirectory will include biographical
data on about 25,000scholars in the humanitiesand social sciences. (The selection
of those tobe sent questionnairesisa responsibility of the Science Press, not
the MLA.)
CONNING POSTCARDS. "PMLA is not held in high esteem." ••• "PMLA
isof little value to the profession althoughmajor improvementshave recently been
made init. The articles are too predominantly historical, too limited by the
methods of Germanicscholarship.I would suggest a trend toward the critical with
less attention to minutiae." ••• "The greatest service you could perform would
beto include in eachPMLA at least two articles written so that they could be read
for pleasure, for information, and for inspiration by all of the members." •••
"Routine in living and thinking isa professorialdisadvantage.Opena pageor so
in PMLA to the purely inventive." •••"Why is the MLA so unfair to the New
Critics?" ••• "Why not pay your contributors.something?Cut expenseselsewhere,
if necessary." •••"More space in PMLA to questions of methods,objectives, pro-
grams,and curriculum. Greaterconcernwith secondarylevel languageinstruction."
•••"How aboutmore short articles (lOOO-wordlength) of generalinterest instead
ofafew articles of limited interest?" ••• "Why not limit the length of articles
soasto have more-perhapsdouble the presentnumber?Surely many in the past
could have been compressed." •••"Why not arrangethe papers in PMLA
chronologically beginning with the earliest, instead of in reverse order?" •••
"Publish at least one article anissueona topic of general aesthetic or literary
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Plan. Thecomplete Dictionary will present three timesasmuchME materialasthe
ODusedas backgroundforits treatmentofModern English, anditis estimatedthat
theworkcanbecompletedin another tenortwelveyears. During 1946-48anew
editing planwasworkedoutand put into operation.Itcallsforsystematicdocumenta-
tionofregionaland chronologicalvariants, and includes a plan forcrossreferences
tothemain entry formsfromall significant phonetic and morphologicalvariants.
The letter E andagood part ofFhavebeen edited onthenewplan,and it ishoped
that asectionof about 300pages can he published in1951. Letters A to D, which
were edited ontheoldplan,willbe thoroughly revisedbefore publication.

Staff, The University of Michigan provides adequatespaceforhousingthecollections
andthe reference library, andfor accommodatingthe present staffofeightpersons:
the Editor (Hans Kurath, since1946),theAssociate Editor (Sherman M. Kuhn),
three Assistant Editors (oneofthemonhalf time), a Subeditor, a Bibliographer,
anda Secretary. Allmembersofthestaffareonatwelve-monthsbasis.

Workshop.Working spaceisavailableatthe headquartersofthe Dictionary, especially
during the summermonths,lorscholars engagedin researchofthistype.Thecollec-
tionsof quotations,the result ofasystematic readingofnearlyallMEtextsbyhun,
dredsofscholars,are unmatchedelsewhere.The library of edited textsis practically
complete.Tbemore importantunedited textsare availablein photostat,asarenumer-
ous shorter texts published in periodicals.The originals ofthemore important texts
translated from Latin or French arealso available in print orin photostat.Onthe
shelvesareLatin,OF,and Germanic dictionaries, and nearly allthebooksand
treatisesonOldandMiddle English languageand literature.

Bibliography, The bibliographicalapparatus,recently completed, consistsofabout
11,000cards(5x 8), each card presentingasummaryofavailabledataonthedate
ofcomposition,thedateoftheMSS,the relation betweentheseveralMSSofoneand
thesametext,andan evaluation ofthese data andof scholarly opinion concerning
them.NotafewMSSarenow datedhalfa century later than formerly,inaccordance
with recent trends in assigning dateson paleographicevidence.The bibliographyof
theMEtextsquotedintheMEDwillbe ready for publication,probablyasa separate
fascicle, within twoyearsfromnow. It willgive bibliographicalinformationnotonly
about preferredMSSand preferrededitions ofMSS but alsoaboutall other MSSfrom
which quotations,andespecially lexical and morphologicalvariants,arebeingtaken.

Thisreport ismadetoMLAmembersbecausetheME Dictionary isoneofthose
fundamentalprojectsinthefieldofthe humanities that will facilitate theworkof
many scholars who are devotingthemselvestothe interpretationand elucidation of
four centuries (1I00to1500)ofEnglishand Europeanhistoryinallofitsaspects.

Vi
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interest." ... "I have wondered increasingly, of late, about the un-creativity of
teachers of literature, asaclass. Could not PMLA find room-nay,encourage-
contributions poetical and literary, aswellas those orthodox and scholarly?" •••
POSTCARD PROS. "The 'new' PMLA is excellent. Don't shorten 'For Members
Only' byso much as one word. I keep readingyour hints to unestablishedscholars
regardingpublication." •.• "In thirty years acquaintancewith the Association
I've never known ittobeso effective and so alive to its opportunities asit has
been in recent years." •••"PMLA is getting better and better ata rate which out-
strips my powers of constructive criticism." •••"I like the new lifein PMLA-
especially the trend toward more human and consequential articles." ••• "One
more enthusiastic endorsementof 'For Members Only.' The notes, suggestions,
and evaluations add purpose and direction to PMLA." ••."The brief comments
and announcementsbrighten evci'y issue." ••. "I'm more than pleased with the
present services. The PMLA is finer than ever:' •.."Enlarge 'For Members
Only.''' •••"useful and informing. Its entertainingside is enjoyable-e-afurther
boon." •.• "The MLA is doing exceIlently well, and I especially like the new
features and new editorial attitude of PMLA." •••"MLA services are so good
now that it's hardto think up suggestionsof improvements." •.•"Congratulations
on the number and variety of services to members." •••"a fine job, and Isee
growth in the offing." •••"The last issue of PMLA and the Program for the
meetingsarethe best that I haveever seen." .••
DEPARTMENT CHAIRMEN. In the MLA offices we sometimes need, and are
often asked for, a list of headsof modern languagedepartments.We realize, too,
that countless.younger membersof the Association have unmentionableneeds for
such a list-in this year perhapsmore than in many a previous one. A preliminary
attempt at compilationwillbe found in this issueof PMLA. For reasonsof space
and expense, we limited ourselves largely to institutions with a reportedenrollment
of 1,000or more students. We shaH appreciatebeing informedof any errors in the
list.

MEMBERS SAY: "We must take action to block the Education people from
moving in on the Ph.D. program.Let's have resolutions, committees, beIls, and
whistles."••• "I would like to seea problemssection (problems in teaching) reo
introduced at our national meeting." ••• "The MLA should make determined
efforts to advancethe cause of the humanitiesin public (press, radio, Washington,
etc.);" •••"The MLA ought to attempt to familiarize the layman with the field
of languageand literature (placing articles in popular, semi-popularmagazines,
etc.), We suffer from too much 'ivory-towerism.''' •••Please consider anddiscuss
in PMLA and at the convention the regressionof foreign languagesin many col-
leges andthe replacementof their requirementby courses basedupontranslations."
••. "Publish annuaIly a report to show comparativeenroIlment in modern Ian.
guages (secondaryschool and university level)." •.•"Let's activate and subsidize
the Commission on Trends in order to defend and improve the teaching of the
humanities.The MLA can't afford to keep its headin the clouds, or in the sand."
••• "Let's combat the tendency todoless work in our schools in and for Ian.
guages." •••"The old argumentsfor languagestudy are no longer impressive, and,
we must admit, are pretty threadbare,Should we re-examinethe whole question-
which would include some notice of methods-beforetoo late?" •.•"1 should
like a greatly extended informationaland counselingservice for the assistance of
beginnersin research." •••

TRAVELLING MEMBERS. William Randel is serving as Helsinki University's
first professor of American literature. Richmond P. Bond may be reached c/o
Univ. Coll., London; William C. Holbrook, at4 rue de Chevreuse,Paris vi. Walter
Pattison isin Spain. The following are abroadas Fulbright fellows (we give current
addresseswhen known to us): D. C. Allen, in Oxford (8 Apsley Road); SalvatoreJ.
Castiglione, in Italy (Corso Tintori 3, Florence); A. Dwight Culler, in England;
Albert C. Friend, in France; W. M. Frohoek, in France (chez Mme Bosvieux,
23bis avo Niel, Paris xvii); W. Cabell Greet, in France; Albert J. Guerard,Jr., in
France; Robert A. HaIl, Jr., in Italy (Istituto di Glottologia,Universita di Roma);
Harry R. Hoppe, in Belgium; Edward L. Hubler, in France; Robert A. JelIiffe,
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THE MLA-MACMILLAN AND

MLA-OXFORD AWARDS

Rulesforthe Competitions

1. MANUSCRIPTS submitted by membersin competition forthetwo 1951
awards must be mailed or expressed to reach the MLA Secretary (at 100

WashingtonSquareEast,NewYork3,N.Y.) before June 1,1951. Manuscripts
must not be sent tothe OxfordUniversity Press or tothe MacmillanCompany.

2. THE TWO winningmanuscriptswillbe publishedbythe OxfordUniversity
Press andthe MacmillanCompany,eachauthorreceivingaonethousanddollar
cash prize in addition to all royalties payableunder a usual contract. Manu-
scripts which failtowin the awardmay neverthelessbe recommendedbythe
MLA Committeetothe Macmillan Companyor the Oxford University Press,
andauthorsof manuscriptsthus acceptedfor publicationwillalsoreceiveall
royalties under a usual contract. Still other manuscripts may eventually be
recommendedby the MLA Committee to other presses.

3. IN PREPARING manuscripts,contestantsshould bearin mind that Mac-
millan, Oxford, and the MLA wishto make available the results of sound
scholarshipto the widest possible audience.This does not meanvulgarization.
Preference willbe given to manuscripts which set forth research inastyle
worthyofitsliterary subject. Authors should therefore write, not for their
fellow specialists or for graduatestudents in their field, but forthe literate
public which does not needtobe persuadedto the values of literature.

4. MANUSCRIPTS must beof single book length, i.e., between 60,000and
120,000words approximately.They must be typewritten, with doublespacing.
Documentation,including footnotes, should, if possible,be typed with double
spacingseparatelyfrom the text. (1£ twocopiescanbe submitted, the work of
the Committeeof Award willbe considerablyfacilitated; but only one copyis
required.)

5. TO BE ELIGIBLE, manuscriptsmust be the originalwork of membersof
the MLA in good standing,must be written in English, and must represent
first-hand research in the fieldofsome modern literature or literatures. In-
eligible are bibliographies,concordances,anthologies,collectionsofessays with-
out a unifying theme, and monographsof criticism or "appreciation" which
do not involve research.Eligible are editions, biographiesof literary figures,

viii
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WHO HAVE BOOKS IN PROGRESS

fresh critical appraisalsresulting from independentinvestigation,comparative
studies, and studies of trends ortopicsor periods orforms. Manuscripts
eligible for the MLA-Macmillan Award must be in thefieldof English or
American literature; those eligible forthe MLA-Oxford Award must be in the
fieldofsome literatureotherthanEnglish or Americanor must be comparative
studies involving a foreign literature. Questions about eligibility should be
addressedtotheIvILA Secretary.

6. BEFORE SUBMITTING manuscripts,contestantsmust send for,fill out,
sign, andreturn a form relieving theMLAofany responsibility for the safety
of manuscripts (carboncopies should be retainedby the authors), andgiving
either the Macmillan Companyor the Oxford University Pressfirst refusal
of manuscripts.These forms should,ifpossible,be returnedtotheMLASecre-
taryas early as possible, so that appropriatereadersmaybe selectedand their
consent to readobtained.

7, FORMAL ANNOUNCEMENT of the third annualawardswillbe madeat
the 1951Annual Meeting. It is expected,however, that all contestantscanbe
notifiedduringthe summerorearly autumnofthe decisionreachedbytheMLA
Committee.

MLA·MACMILLAN
Committee of Award

STANLEY T. WILLIAMS, Chairman
Yale University

HARDIN CRAIG
University of Missouri

CLARENCE GOHDES
Duke University

HOWARD MUMFORD JONES
Harvard University

LOUIS B. WRIGHT
Folger ShakespeareLibrary

MLA-OXFORD
Committee of Award

ORIE W. LONG, Chairman
Williams College

HENRI M. PEYRE
Yale University

ERNEST J. SIMMONS
Columbia University

RENE WELLEK
Yale University

ERNE.ST H. WILKINS
Oberlin College

These two special committees were created by the Executive Council to select
annually, from manuscriptssubmitted by membersof the Association, books which
throughsoundresearchcontributesignificantly to generalunderstandingof modem
literature.

ix
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in the Philippines; Samuel Kliger, in Italy (Via Tamborini 8, Milano); Winfred
P. Lehmann, in Norway; Jackson Mathews, in France; Edward C. McAleer, in
Italy (c/o Crea,Via Tevere 46A, Rome); ClaudeM. Simpson, in England;Harvey
C. Webster, in England; Edward Williamson, in Italy (presso Billanovich, Via A.
Cavalletto 26, Padova), We shall welcome additions to this incomplete list.

WE REPEAT our invitation to members to send us scholarlyqueries to be pub-
lished in these preliminary pages.Questionsmust be signed, must be briefly put,
and must relate to literary or linguistic research.We reserve the right to publish
only those queries which seem to us appropriateto PMLA, and to rephraseeven
these if necessary tosave space. Answers, as they are supplied tous, and if they
seem worth recording,will be published in subsequentissues.

MEMBERS ASK: "Would itbe possible to print the lectures given at the annual
meetings for the benefit of those who cannot attend?" [They would probably fill
three whole volumes of PMLA, which has space only for the best of them. For
five papers of general interest, see the opening pages of this issue.-ED.J •••
"Could more help be given on mechanics,the outer requirementsfor publication?
Ilive here in perfect isolation." [Help is coming! See the April PMLA.-ED.J
•.•"Would itbe possible for PMLA to secure a more nearly complete list of
vacancies?" [Not until more departmentheads decide to cooperate.-ED.J•••
"The MLA is unwieldy. Should it not be divided into several autonomousassocia-
tions each having its separatemeetings in different cities?" [The U.S.A. is un-
wieldy too. The MLA welcomes and. supports the initiative of state and regional
MLA's, which perform a valuable function. But a national organizationalso has
a valuable function to perform.-ED.}•••"Could you publish an article on Ful-
bright possibilities for 1951·1960?"[The picture changes from year to year. We
shall continue to publish current data as the facts reach us.-ED.J •••"Should
not the MLA consider ways and means for meeting the acute need for additional
facilities for publicationof sound research?"[No other problemis currently receiv-
ing more attention and study.-ED.J •.•"Might membersnot be urged to throw
ina remark even in graduateclasses showing how the method of what they are
doing may be universally applied?Our methodsof weighing evidence in scholarly
work are not, for instance, so much different from sensible methods for assessing
evidence in private and public matters." [Let members heed.-ED.J •••

YOU AND THE ACLS. Asa citizen you are concernedabout taxes, laws, and
international relations, but you chiefly express yourself on these vital matters
through your elected representatives. Asa scholar you are likewise concerned
about how your dues in professional societies are spent, what official attitudes
towardscholarshipandeducationare taken, andthe relationsof your own discipline
to other disciplines in the humanities-indeed,its place in the whole world of
learning. Through your membershipin the MLA you are also, whether you have
realized it or not, a part of the American Council of Learned Societies, of which
the MLA has long been a constituent society-one of twenty-four. At occasional
MLA Business Meetings, whether you were present or not, you have elected your
Delegates to the Council. Your present Delegate isalso your Secretary, and, like
your previous Delegate (Sturgis E. Leavitt), he has been elected to the ACLS
Board of Directors. What does this mean to you? It means that your scholarly
interests are being representedin one of the four great, national researchcouncils
(the others being in the fieldsof science, social science, and education).It means
that, on your behalf, someone is trying to look closely at the problems of the
humanities asa whole--their present status in American education and society,
their strengths and weaknesses, their needs and difficulties, their potential future.
It also means, therefore, that if you have constructive ideas about the relations
between your own discipline and allied disciplines, or about somethingthat should
be done by the humanistic disciplines acting together, there is 8 specific, interested
person to whom you may, and should, communicatethem. In later paragraphs
we shall discuss here the specific interests and activities of the ACLS. Meanwhile,
if you would like to be on the mailing-list of the interestingACLS Newsletter, just
send your name and address to the ACLS, 1219 16th St. N.W., Washington 6,
D.C.
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$1,000PRIZE. Because no awards were made in the 1950 MLA-Macmillan and
MLA-Oxford contests, the 1951 prize in each competition willbe $1,000cash,
plus royalties from publication. The deadline for submitting MSS is June 1 (not
April 1,as before). If you have aMS nearingcompletion,see the full announce-
mentelsewherein thesepages.

PUBLICITY. The MLA has long been dedicated to "the advancement·ofre-
search in the modern languagesand their literatures," and itisa fact that neither
the literate public nor even our colleaguesin other academicdepartmentsor other
research organizations have more than the foggiest notion of what literary and
linguistic "research" consists of, and whyitisof any importance.The usual MLA
reaction to this factis,we fear, "So what?" The shrug isaneasy response,espe-
cially when oneis actually absorbedin researchand especially when the importance
of Freshman English is so widely recognized that English departmentscontinue
large and affluent. But the shrug is embarrassingto the MLA local committee
member who, each year, has to encounter many alert, curious newsmen and tell
them, ineffect, "Weare doing nothing at our annual meeting of the slightest
interest or importanceto anyoneexcept ourselves." (Ask GeorgeBorglum or John
Bakeless or Virgil Whitaker or Robert Fitzhugh.) Some newsmenrefuse to believe
that more than 3,000 scholar-educatorscan get together for three days without
doing something of public interest, and so they look around and produce stories
which MLA members at once denounce as not giving a "true picture" of our
activities. Can a "true picture" be given, and stillbenews? Newsweekthought so,
and inits Jan. 8.issue, pages 76-77, devoted almost two columns to our 1950
meeting. After giving four paragraphsto externals, Newsweekthoughtfully turned
toa recent book by an MLA member,Richard Altick's The Scholar Adventurers,
for the "inside" story. The long quote from Altick began:"It is generally agreed
that nine-tenths of the papersread at these group meetings should have remained
unread, if not actually unwritten"-a quote which givesasfalsean impression or
the MLA asitdoesof Altick's book. Must our scholarly adventuresin the field of
public relations be forever unfortunate?The matter isof painful concern to your
Secretary, who,inhis efforts to "advance research"-your research-talkswith
personsin the ACLS, on Fulbright committees,oron the staffof great foundations,
and often finds these intelligent, informed persons dubious, with the bestwillin
the world, about the value of MLA "research"-whateverthat might be!Isit not
time to explain with dignity, to justify with clarity andforce?

VERB. SAP. For persons thinking about applying fora Fulbright grant for the
academic year 1952-53,some unofficial advice may bein order. The competition
is increasingly stifffor such countries as England and France. Mathematically
speaking, one's chances are far stronger if he hasa researchproject involving, or
wishesto teach English or American literature or civilization in, such countries as
Iran, Burma, the Philippines, India,· or Egypt. Good teachers still have a good
chance in the programs for Greece and Italy, although the competition among
research personnelhasstiffened for these countries.

PROGRAM HOGS. A speaker at the 1950 Meeting, who boiled his long paper
down to the exact amount of time allotted him and practised reading itin that
time was indignant atthe indifference of other speakers to the request sent toall
by the MLA ProgramCommittee. "I suggest," he writes, "that you becomeauto-
cratic about this bane of the MLA and place ona five-year blacklist anyonewho
exceeds his allotted time." This we are not yet preparedtodo, but, when armed
with sufficient evidence,we shall send official reprimandsto speakerswho particularly
offended.Should wealso publish their names here?

THE BALLOT. In the 1950balloting fornew membersof the Executive Council
2,839voteswere counted (3,395 in 1949).Elected were Carl F. Schreiber (1,068
votes), Hayward Keniston (957), and Victor Lange (900). Runner-up inthis very
clos~ race was John C. B1ankenagel,with 887 votes. Fifty-three ballots weredis-
qualified because they bore no signaturesor containedvotesfor more than three
persons. One 1949 ballot arrived in November 1950with a single vote for Stith
Thompson.
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R.S.V.P. If you have colleagues or promising graduatestudents who should be-
come membersof the Association andsee PMLA during 1951,sendus their names
and addresses,and we shall be happy to mail them invitations naming you as
sponsor.
JOBS. For information about jobsin Latin America or the Near East teaching
English, etc. (visiting lectureships), write to William Courtright, Cultural Centers
Branch, ILl, Dept. of State, 1778 Pennsylvania Ave., Washington 25', D.C. For
information and application forms for library positions (cultural officer and as-
sistant; informationofficer: press, radio, film) in U.S. Information Centers in many
countries, write to Foreign Service Personnel,USIE Recruiting Unit, Dept. of State,
Washington 25, D.C. To qualify for these jobs one must be able to speak the
languageof the country (a rigid rule for Latin America; French is preferredfor
the Middle East), and one should have had some editorial, publishing,or library
experience. Salary range: $3,200.$7,000(average $4,290), plus cost of living
allowance, plus travel expenses if candidateremains two years at post. Age: 46 is
the top.

IMPROVEMENT. On the last postcard Ballot we invited members to use the
blank space to give us their suggestions for improvements in the Association's
services. We were in earnestabout this, for every time we print here someof the
many kind things that memberssay,wefeelas thoughwe aregrinningwith a tooth
missing in front. We received some good suggestions-andone pungent reproof:
"Why all this 'damnableiteration' about IMPROVEMENT?" inquired one memo
ber. "To misquote Mariana (Meas. forMeas, V.i,444.446): 'Best MLA's are
moulded out of faults, / And, for the most, become much more the better/ For
being a little bad'." It is not enoughto reply: "it oft falls out, / To have what we
would have, we speaknot what wemean." We simply confess ourselves overquoted,
and wonder if some member wi!I rally to our defense with inverted commas.
YE OLDE. At the 1948Meeting we happily scheduledthe meetingsof our French
Groups in the Salle Moderneat the Hotel Statler, and in preparingthe 1950Pro-
gram we repeatedthis scheduling, only to learn, after the Program wasin print,
that the Salle Moderne had changedits name to the Sky Top. Reason: too many
bellhopsand elevator attendantshad beensnickering when non-Ml.A conventioners
inquired the whereaboutsof the "Sally Modemy." Hotels must respect the illiteracy
of paying guests, and we console ourselves with the hope that the Statler willnow
stop listing usas the "Moderne Language Assn." on their bulletin boards.
TWO WAY STREET is the nameofa report just publishedby the U.S. Advisory
Commission on Educational Exchange, giving details of U.S. programsof inter-
national educational exchange in more than 90 countries. Copies are obtainable
from the Supt. of Documents, GovernmentPrinting Office, Washington25, D.C.,
at60 cents apiece.
NOTE TAKING (NEW STYLE). First photostats, then microfilm-now the
''Contoura.'' It's a compact, sturdy, readily portable gadget, costing $39 (the
"Research Model," 8x10 inches; the "Legal Model," 9x14,costs $59),with which
you can easily and quickly make photocopies of book pages, maps, manuscripts,
or even half-tones at about 10 cents per exposure-s-halfas much if you do your
own processing.You take the Contourawith you in your briefcase (it weighs less
than 4 pounds),plug it into any electric outlet, put a sheet of photographicpaper
over the area tobe copied (100 sheets cost $4.15), place the Contouraon the
sheet and turn a switch, and in ten seconds the exposure is made. Put your ex-
posedsheet into a black envelope (supplied with the Contoura),have it processed
later at the corner drugstore,and you will have a clear, permanentdirect-reading
negative.This inexpensive researchtool was developedby Frederic G. Ludwig, head
of the PhotographicDept. of the Yale Library. You may place orders or get
further information by writing toF.G. Ludwig Associates, Pease Road, Wood·
bridge,Conn.
ARTHURIAN NEWS LETTER. Copies are available from Helaine Newstead,
695 Park Ave., New York 21, N.Y., at25 cents each. The Arthurian Grouppub.
lishes this at intervals to acquaint interested members with current bibliography,
work in progress,andothermatters.
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