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“You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own
people, that you may declare the wonderful deeds of him who called
you out of the darkness into his marvellous light’ (1 Pet. 2.9). This
priesthood of all the faithful is the basis of the lay apostolate. Parents
have a particular apostolic responsibility and need to understand the
nature of their priesthood if they are fruitfully to fulfill their role.

Throughout the scriptures the role of a priest is to offer a gift to Go
in an effort to get into a right relation to him. The gift that is offere
may take the form of Old Testament ritual sacrifices, of the spiritt
sacrifice of a holy life, or of the sharing in the one effective sacrifice ©
Christ through baptism and the eucharist.

One of the earliest forms of priesthood is the natural priesthood of the
father of the family such as the Old Testament patriarchs exercised-
Noah and Abraham offered sacrifices to God for themselves and thelf
families and even after the institution of the levitical priesthood king®
such as David and Solomon offered sacrifice as leaders of the people-

Through the covenant made on Mount Sinai the people of GO
became a holy nation and a kingdom of priests, for they entered into 3%
immediate relation to God in their worship. An official priestho0
however, was instituted to offer sacrifice on behalf of the people. These
sacrifices, however, as the writer of Hebrews pointed out, were power”
less to atone for sin and bring union with God. The true priestho0d
that of Christ, for by his resurrection he was actually taken into God.S
presence as the completed and perfect human being. Through this
sacrifice man can now also approach God with confidence and enter s
presence. One alone is priest, Christ, but his priesthood is shared in bY
the faithful through baptism. We are to be a ‘holy priesthood’ offeri?
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 2.5) 9‘? .
to be ‘living sacrifices’ (Rom. 12.1). Our offering is essentially that © n
holy life lived in accordance with the will of the Father and so in unlf;
with his risen Son. Hebrews speaks of spiritual sacrifices as WOrs o
mercy and praising God, and in the first epistlc of St Peter the peopPt®
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God are to confess the faith and declare the deeds of the saviour expressly
3 part of their priesthood. The laity offer sacrifice above all when they
shi}re sactamentally in the eucharist, for as the body of Christ they are
united to the head who is both priest and victim. Through communion
the}’shareint:hegloryofthedivincgif‘tthathasbc:en:u.cceptedbytheFa\ther.
Both parents have the spiritual and baptismal priesthood but it is only
¢ father who has in addition the natural priesthood and authority of
:}ﬁe he?.d of the family. The early Fathers of the Church often spoke of
€ priesthood of the father of the family and his authority as being a
;I:ue Ministry, and St Augustine spoke of it in terms of a Church and
1§h_°Pf1C in little. The family has been called a cell of the Church and
& $ 1S not merely in a reproductive sense but in the sense that the life of
e (?hurch is reflected in it on a small scale.
e lIit s through the exercise of their priesthood that parents develop the
8lous sense of their children. The spiritual development of the father
30d the mother is of primary importance, for they cannot hand on what
:Y h‘aVC not got, and children absorb their parents’ attitude to God.
ar:c g by word is only effective if it is reflected in what the parents
m akanfi dO,‘ but the Christian needs to understand his faith if he is to
b de 1t fruitful and communicate it to others. Parents can only help a
to develop this understanding if they themselves have continued
Cavi:epcn their knowledge and appreciation of the faith past school
COnceg age. There is often an anti-intellectual bias where the faith is
in ste ted so tbat people do not develop their theological knowledge
Yo al.)r With their development of secular knowledge. This development
abiic s of a depth of religious understanding in proportion to their
Its unty 'S Part of their responsibility for the spiritual care of their family.
ib; .tyPgl’tance s as great as, or even greater than, the temporal respons-
study o;)ffthff physical care of the family. Reading, participation in
the chyj i amily groups’ or in wecks of liturgical life and study where
Underg, cnare catered for, are all means by which this deepening of our
Probler;n g of the faith and realisation of its application to the
trus of e_Vefyd.ay life can be achieved.
Where t}:tlon n rc?hgious knowledge’ cannot be left to the school. Even
still o) ¢ school is in the forefront of the catechetical movement it is
its firgy };szplemftnting the training given at home. The child derives
from, its n Crsta.ndmg of God and of what it means to be a Christian
Parents in the family setting very early on, long before it reaches

“Schoo] a
2 v 288 and this trainine ; i

chilgy $ training in the home must continue throughout
ood ang adolescence, i ;
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Fathers today tend to take a much greater part in the everyday life of
the family. Generally speaking they spend more time with the children
than was customary in the days of long working hours and recreation
largely outside the home. Most fathers today are prepared to wash up
and even change the nappies. Therefore the way should be clear for them
to take their proper place in the religious life of the family. The father
should lead the worship in the home just as the Jewish father even today
takes the lead, and he should familiarise the children with the Bible-
He should be able to talk to them about God even, for instance, while
gardening or carrying out household repairs watched attentively Of
perhaps helped by his children. One wonders whether the idea that the
mother is the person best suited to the religious instruction of young
children is not a convenient rationalisation for a father who is rarely with
his children and who has not been able to build up a relationship of love
and trust with them. Nevertheless, long working hours or time spent
in ‘commuting’ may limit undesirably the time that some fathers ar¢
able to spend with their children and the fullest use should be made of
time-off and holidays.

Even when most of the detailed work of the religious training in the
home has to devolve on the mother because she is the only one able ¥
spend much time with the children, the father, as the head of the fam{ly’
has the responsibility for the overall direction of its religious 4
This responsibility is one that ought to be thought about carefully 12
order to discover how it can best be exercised. Fathers, however, tc‘:{
to regard any discussion of the role of the family as something to be let¢
to their wives. It was significant that a Conference on ‘the Needs of the
Catholic Family’ held in London three years ago was attended by ™
over one hundred mothers but by only a handful of fathers, yet the fam_ﬂ}'
1s as much the father’s concern as the mother’s, and where consideratio?

. .. .. . ¢
of its problems is involved it is particularly valuable to have bo th
man’s and the woman’s point of view. dat

We have too many lay organisations which enrol one sex only an

the best necessarily have a one-sided approach. There is even on¢ orgﬂn.s
isation which requires a husband to keep secret its proceedings from .
wife. Other organisations sponsor ‘communion days’ which cncoul’:f
the members of the family to go to mass and communion ScpafaFelY’ en
there is a canon, fortunately not observed in this country, p.lacmg. I:l ent
and women on opposite sides of the church, in a manner lflcon,si by
with the sacramental unity of husband and wife. Worshipping S ..
side is an important expression of this sacramental unity, directi??
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towards its proper place in the community of Christ. Similarly, the
advantage of taking part in common in family groups, theological
study groups or other such activities is that both husband and wife can
80w in understanding together. The problem of baby-sitting can
8enerally be overcome, particularly if this service is presented as a form
of apostolic action.
The religious life of the family is affected by its material circum-
Stances. Bach couple have to work out their own way of sharing the
Y-to~day work of running the home and looking after the children
3ccording to their circumstances, but it is something that needs to be
considered deliberately and not just taken for granted. The husband is
resPOI'ISible for seeing that his wife has the best possible conditions for
o g her role within the family. If she becomes overburdened,
bamll}’ life will suffer, for overtiredness leads to bad temper and un-
alanced ha.ndling of the children. If the husband, on the other hand,
.tal.{.es. on too much, he will not be able to fulfill properly his respons-
1Pllities inside and outside the home.
Chjfdre Supernatural builds on the natural, and the wise upbringing of
en in the natural sphere is vital if their spiritual life is to flourish.
Ven if there have been neurotics who have been saints, their sanctity
!D_Cen achieved in spite of their difficulties. In family life, the worried,
.Us or overtired parent is handicapped, for sound upbringing of
en demands calm, mature and balanced judgment and action, as
3 a spiritual life based upon the love rather than the fear of God.
and ;Tage is for the education as well as the procreation of children
3 ere the parents are overburdened this education in the home will
- r‘_IF isfor this reason that generosity has to be balanced by prudence
The ting the size of the family by the means that God has given us.
i tire 15, however, a subtle form of materialism prevalent in the
SPiritua}n home, which places the physical needs of the family above the
ime o éleeds, The houseproud wife may well be spending too much
bya hue Omestic cl'.zores that are not essential, and be encouraged in this
of cutgiy and who likes everything to be spick and span. There are ways
ill 4p, d ng (cllOWn Work in the home which people use when someone is
SPorts toeli S nursing or there is a birthday party to be run or school
y ung € attended. Parents find time for this sort of activity and if
by g thee]r'smm.i how important it was they would also find time to
With ¢ tturgical life of the Church into the home, to read the Bible
en, to organise activities that help their religious develop-

Teng .
cnt X
*3d to continue to deepen their own understanding of the faith
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by study. Parents have to guard against burying their talents in the field
and taking too much the role of Martha rather than of Mary. The wife
tends inevitably to become absorbed by the practical details of the work
of the home and the husband can do a Jot to help her keep things in
proportion by encouraging deeper interests.

The father is psychologically of particular importance in the religious
development of the children, who come to understand something of the
fatherhood of God through their experience of their own father. If he
is loving, just and uses his authority rightly, they will develop the idea
of God as being loving and just and requiring obedience. If the father
is capricious and over-severe or indulgent, the child will tend to grow
up seeing God in these terms. Boys in particular are influenced by the
model of their father and absorb their father’s attitude to God. Un'less
they see that religion is a vital thing in the life of the father, and not just
something confined to an hour a week on Sundays, they will tend tO
feel that there is something unvirile in taking religion seriously. ;

The missionary apostolate is more readily apparent in the conteXt ©
the father’s activities. Children often tend to discount the mothers
devotion to God as they grow away from her and leave the home t0 8°
out into the world, but the father is facing the problems of the W er
society in his various activities outside the home. This difference, even
if it limits the part that the father can play in respect to the ¢ dren
during their early years, also means that he is better able later t0 help
both boys and girls to adjust themselves to adult life and to be 1B €
world but not of it. The Christ-centred life of the father is of great nn;
portance in leading children to discover their true vocation, Whe‘hef;
is to the ordained priesthood, to the life of the religious, or to the 127

apostolate.

342

https://doi.org/10.1017/50269359300001439 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0269359300001439

