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W E A LT H A N D I N E Q U A L I T Y I N 18T H-C E N T U R Y

K A S TA M O N U : E S T I M AT I O N S F O R T H E

M U S L I M M A J O R I T Y

This article measures wealth levels and inequalities among the Muslim population of 18th-century
Ottoman Kastamonu by utilizing information found in estate inventories (terekes). Also developed
is a quantitative methodology that can predict the economic worth of specific noneconomic
markers of social, religious, and gender identity, including honorific titles, religious epithets, and
occupational markers. Our calculations indicate that inequality among different segments of the
Muslim community was pronounced. Men from higher echelons of the military and religious
establishments, as well as individuals who carried the epithet “pilgrim” (elhac), were significantly
wealthier than the rest of the society. At the same time, economic disparities cut across career lines
and title/epithet-based distinctions among legators. Finally, the regression analysis introduced in
this article reveals that wealth transfers across generations may have contributed greatly to overall
wealth levels.
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