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Escalation and Stalemate

In great depth, Volume II examines the escalation of the Vietnam
War and its development into a violent stalemate, beginning with
the overthrow of Ngé Dinh Diém in 1963 to the aftermath of the
1968 Tet Offensive. This five-year period was the fulcrum of a
three-decade struggle to determine the future of Vietnam and was
marked by rival spirals of escalation generated by the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam and the United States. The volume explores
the war’s military aspects on all sides, the politics of war in the
two Vietnams and the United States, and the war’s international
and transnational dimensions in politics, protest, diplomacy, and
economics, while also paying close attention to the agency of his-
torical actors on both sides of the conflict in South Vietnam.
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Diplomacy (2012). In 2020-1, he was President of the Society for
Historians of American Foreign Relations.

Published online by Cambridge University Press



Published online by Cambridge University Press



THE CAMBRIDGE HISTORY OF
THE VIETNAM WAR

General editor
Lien-Hang T. NGUYEN

Split into three volumes, The Cambridge History of the Vietnam
War brings together seventy-five leading experts on the war from
across the world, covering the late colonial era to present-day leg-
acies, using diverse methodologies and approaches. When did the
fighting begin, why and how did it escalate, and in what manner
did the violence end and the legacies endure? These are some of
the fundamental questions that have consumed scholars, whose
works trigger more questions than offer definitive answers. The
volumes seek neither to reconcile past arguments, enflame ongo-
ing disputes, nor set off new debates — instead, they intend to cel-
ebrate the diversity and differences in scholarship and attest to the
indisputable importance of this conflict in global history. From
decision-making in the corridors of power, to everyday life at war
on the battlefront and homefront, to cultural legacies of the war
on a global level, the three volumes present the most exhaustive
and authoritative treatment of the seminal conflict.
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