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tions. That bond is his reading of the Old Testament revelatioil in 
which he claims to find his ‘1 and Thou’ philosophy no less than the 
ongins of that  Chassidisiii in which he sees ‘a movement, of concen- 
tmtion: the concretion of all those elements which are found in a 
suspended form everywhere in Jiidaism at  all times’. Christian 
readers, notwithstanding the nnthor’s misunderstanding of many of 
their own beliefs and practices, will find much to learn from the riiany 
illuminating Ribliciil insights and sidelights in which this book 
abounds, and still more from it; fine confession of a contemporary 
Jew’s faith in the Messianic calling of his people. His understanding 
of this faith must oft,e:i put t.o shame their Gentile obtuseness to much 
of the inner meaning and challenge of their own Master’s Gospel. 
But nor can they fail to note the conspicuous abgence of the scandal 
of the Cross from this llessianism of a mj-stical body which thongh 
unredeemerl must yet redeem. and while itself headless must. yet 
lead h um an i t -  . 

Betzceett  .Vuti arid .\fan is, 121 the ~ i i i l i i i .  less directly Biblical and 
theological and more philosophical-though in Buber’s ‘dialogic81’ 
manner. I t  ma) be regarded A S  a long appendix to I mid Thou,  in 
which the author confronts, from the stniidpoint of that book. the 
efforts of various philosophers-froni .\ristotle to Kant, and from 
Kant t.0 Husserl and Heidegger-to cope with the mystery of human 
existence. The dialogue is inevitably more one-sided than even t,he 
author himself could wish, and in t h e  case at  least of Aristotle i t  is 
(in view of t,he reconstructions of .J:+eger) singularly inept. Kierke- 
gaard receires the most sustained awl the most damaging atten- 
tions o f  all. Two excellent ess:iJ-s on  ed i~ca~ ion  are sandwiched 
bet,weeri the criticism. VICTOR WHITE, O.P. 

ETHIOPA : 1 lie Study of a Polit.!!. I.i40-1935. By David Mathew (Eyre 

Could any scene be more remote for a naval historian, or people 
stranger to a Horatian urbanity and cnndour? B u t  nothing is too 
improbable for an author who appreciates the mad milord and the 
eupept.ic laird who travelled before him. 

Sec tirriuit prsecipitem -4fricum 
decertantem dquilonibus 
nec tristes Hyadas nec rabiem Soti .  

and Spottiswoode; 15s.) 

Behind the variety one discern.s the simplicity, t.he use of ali:11og:, 
praised by the philosopher, but. here practised in a dialestic of ideas 
embodied in vivid persom, an abstraction of meanings combined with 
a sympathy with matt,er and motion, required by S t  Thomas of those 
who write about historic rea.lity. 

Prester John was centuries dead, and t.he first entrance to the 
Solomonic Throne, in a mountain Copt.ic kingdom, surrounded on 
three sides by desert Islam and with no ,southern frontier to jungle 
paganism, was made by t,he European Baroque I)r Mathew knows 
so well. With the coming of the Portuguese, round the Cape to Goa 
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and t l i e i i c ~  back across tlir I n d i m  Oceari to Jlassan-ell. and the 
settling of tlie iiointtclic Cowt  in the palace of Gondai,. it met a heavy 
a i d  impenetrable suri-ival. i3 mixtiire. among 0 t h  eleiiients, of 
Judaism and a ‘filtered’ B>-zmtinisiii. There was the c o i ~ p  o f  the coil- 
versioii of the Emperor Susen~os to (‘at,liolicisin, but the Jesuit, 
mission eiitlecl in fa.ilure. ‘ I t  was not tile n:orld of  Bellarrniiie, but 
something i i i o r ~  archaic. that  n-oultl call to t,liis ancient and iinim- 
peded wvereigntx’. 111 the jeaus that followed. the tliroiie was 
reduced to a shadow b> t,hc feudal barons, itntil poux’r ivas ceiitralised 
ngain by the Shoari Emperors t i  century ago. ‘Llieir sanction was 
niorc practical, and less hierilt.ic. more like that of t,he later medieval 
Kings of France, less like that of t.he Holy Itoman Empire. The 
revival. tragic and .fascinating in Theodore of llagdtila, was trium- 
phant in Menclik of Adon-a. 

There is a perception of scenev- ; i i d  weather throughout this study, 
‘t.lie high thin air, the  euphorbia iii blossoni‘, t.he eye for detail. ‘the 
liglit blue and silver of the R o r r i b a ~  Light Candry ’ ,  and the  t,urli of 
phrase : ‘the n h o m  was ;in object of reverence. aiixiety. and un- 
fatigued suspicion’. The p1easui.e. of reading it is eiihanced bv the 
anticipation of inore studies b ~ -  I h  3I:Lthen: in African histor!-. 

E\-ERYN.~S’S I)WTOS.~R\ OF UL-SIC,, c’oiiipiled 11: k:ric Bloni. (Dent;  

To revie\v 700 pages;, d r ~ u l ~ l e - c o l i i i ~ ~ ~ i e ~ l  and closely printed, is to 
attcmpt. the unprofital,lt~. if not the impossible. I t  is enorigh to S : ~ Y  
that  IIr Bloin’s n:ii?ie i.; ;I yi:irantee of :icciirtwT of definition and 
objectivity of coinirit:iit. ‘1 he omission of all liviiis perfornirsrs a \  (:ids 
the embarrassment of disci.iiniriwtioii, aiicl the sp:icc ,saved permits 
the  inclusion of ;i nc\v and valuable feature, iiamel>- references 
indicating the  1ikriir)- S O I I ~ C E S  drn\vn upon by composers of a11 ages 
and coiiiitries. A lie; to th r  ;ihbrevintions used n-ould have been 
helpful. I t  is a t  first i i  haffling l3:isiiicss t.o entangle such arcana a.s 
‘Fr n.titcy on rn.  B. coinp.’ or ‘Ainong thc most coriimon orch. insts. 
Eng.  hns . ,  cls..  hns.  and tpt::. : i re T.1.’. R u t  with faniiliarity 
E u e ~ y r ~ n t i  become.; a friend. and  i t  will be indispensable for t,litit, 
large piiblic which wants to Itnow just enorigh to give n piece of music 
it.s .setting. .\nd the tlefinitious ii1.e masterpieces of economy and 
clarit,y. J. S. B. 
As‘ ILLUSTRATED H r s T o n r  OF ~ ~ R I T I S G  ASD LETTERIS(;. B?- Jail 

Thc aiibhor introdnccs his subject with the wortls : ‘The i~nmense  
flood of printed matter which characterises the present da- has not 
only diminished our reverence for language. It is also 1,eginning to 
desbroy our living sense for the visible representation of language. 
for ?c~rifi?irl and l e f t r r i n g ’ .  Rut  the ,seventv excellently produced 
half-tone illustrations, beginning 1vit.h R vivid bison from the walls 
nf the . l l t i~nurn rave of snnie twenty or thirty thousand years ago, 

T1IoM.W C;II ,BY! 0.1’. 

10s. 6d). 

Tschichold. (A .  Zwemmer; 15s.) 




