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WHY DOES GOD PERMIT EVIL? By Dom Bruno Webb, O.S.B. 

.At a time whcn the meaning of evil is questioned even more than 
usual, this book presents a sincerely thought-out statement of the 
Christian answer. I t  is indeed so far from being content with the 
bare minimum of such a statement that a considerable part of it 
attempts what is to us a new effort to justify the suffering of the 
brute creation. This attempt is most certainly ingenious, but we 
think unnecessary. The author agrees with St .  Thomas that the 
h u t e s  were carnivorous before the fall of man. but unlike St.  Thomas 
he thinks there was something wrong in that, and so has to find 
a cause for it in the fallen angels. There seems to be an idea latent 
in a11 this long argument that suffering of every kind is somehow 
' wrong ' and a kind of moral evil in itself. The rest of the book 
should be a great help to all its readers. The observation, however, 
that unbaptised children can suffer meritoriously-witness the Holy 
Innocents-does appear t o  indicate in the context that they norrn- 
ally dio, which' is not the traditional view. 

F ~ ~ L L O W  ME. 

(Burns Oates;  paper zs., cloth 3s. 6d.) 

I .T. 

By Ber- 
Introduction by Edward Leen, C.S.Sp. 

Thi: is a splendid book in which F r .  Fennelly offers a most useful 
rontribution to religious writing in English. I t  seems that the sub- 
title whkh i s  suggestive of a defensive controversy does not give a 
true impression of the real contents. The matter is only irlcidentally 
apologetic, but primarily expositive and doctrinal. The splendour 
of the religious ideal is unfolded in a scholarly and attractive man- 
ner, which is appealing for its own sake. In his valuable introduc- 
tior, Dr.  Leen calls attention to the fundamental truths and prin- 
ciples underlying the religious state, which are woven into the main 
theme of the whole book. The vows are comprehensively studied 
in order from both the spiriftual and canontical point of view. Our 
Lord and his Blessed Mother are set before the reader as the ideals 
of. what the religious by profession niusst strive t o  become. The 
matter falls into three parts, under which in distinct sections the re- 
spective vow is considered and then its corresponding virtue. Many 
points which sometimes r a k e  difficulties are clearly explained, parti- 
cularly regarding obedience. A better account could hardly be found 
of what is meant by blind obedience, which is shown to be blind only 
in a qualified sense. Similarly, the sin of contempt is stated to be a 
ho!ding as worthless either the Person of the Superiar in his official 
capacity, or his precept in exercising his authority. The author also 
shows that interior murmuring against obedience is at  least venially 
sinful. In speak,ing of chastity he makes the shrewd remark for the 
benefit of modern educationalists and others, that knowledge does 
not impart moral power, 

A Vindication of the Ideal of' Religious Llie. 
nard Fennelly, C.S.Sp. 
(Burns Oates;  6s.) 



#E VIEW S 944; 

The quotations from the sacred Canons are taken from the 0%- 

cia1 translation of the Holy See. \Ye would like to have 5een an 
index, and also to have had references to the passages quoted from 
St. John ot the Cross, St.  Teiesa, St. Ignatius, St .  Catherine. 'There 
is one reference to  the latter, but oiil! 111 the French edition. 

A deep debt of gratitude is due to the author for the invaluable 
instruction for those training or being tlained in the ways of reli- 
gious life, and indeed for all who would understand better the full 
implications of the Christian ideal. And many who have yet to 
make a choice of a state of life will be grateful for the edghtenment  
they will receive from reading this reliable text-book. 

AMMBROSE FARRELL, 0. I-'. 

WE THE REDEEMED. By Christopher Tatham. (Michael Joseph ; 
10s. 6d.) 
The logic, the psychology and the theology in this book are some- 

times a trifle hazy; amid much very sound and timely advice will be 
found reconimendations which, without more qualifications than are 
actually offered, might in certain cases be found misleading and even 
dangerous. But the author disanms too close a scrutiny of his work 
by the zissurance that ' it is not written with an eye to meticulous 
critics,) and still more by his manifest sincerity of purpose and the 
measure of his success in a difficult undertaking. Hi5 boolk should 
meet, even if i t  cannot wholly satisfy, a real need: the need of the 
contemporary masses, without fixed and firm dogmatic beliefs, for 
initiation into the elements of the interior life of a Christian. For 
many such, this kind of existential introduction to a living (if only 
emibryonic) Christianity by way oi elementary physidogy and psych- 
ology will be worth many intellectual expositions and rational apolo- 
getics ; and there is much in the volume which those more favoured 
might also ponder with profit. 

V.W. 

PHILOSOPHY 

GOD AND PHILOSOPHY. By Etienne Gilson. (Humphrey Milford ; 

Without hurry o r  overcrowding, and without recourse to  technical 
jargon, the four lectures in this volume relate the story af the human 
reason's search for God' from Thales to Julian Huxley. Inevitably 
much is left out which might be found somewhat t o  complicate the 
simplicity of the story; but also much more will be found than in 
any more voluminous ' history of philosophy.' For Professor Gil- 
son's sppraach to the subject is not that of the mere historian; ' it 
ronsists,' to quote his own words, ' of extracting from the history 
of past philosophies the essential data that enter into the correct 
formulation of a problem, and of determining, in the light of such 
data, the correct solution.' Perhaps he has never before so convin- 

Yale University Press;  12s.) 




