REVIEWS It

and Action, on the inter-relation of Metaphysics and the Physical
Sciences, on Individualism and on Materialism, are a forcible state-
ment of ideas which should be commonplaces to our readers. The
author’s reflections on the degeneration and externalisation of the
religion of too many present-day Catholics, and of .their ignorance
of the value of the treasure entrusted to them, will perhaps be hardly
less familiar to them; but his outsider’s estimate of our unique re-
sponsibilities as Catholics in the modern world may be more per-
suasive than the exhortations of more accredited pastors and mas-
ters. Less familiar (at least to English Catholics—we believe that
similar beliefs have inspired many of the most vital manifestations
of Continental Catholicism in recent years) is the author's conviction
of the necessity for the rejuvenation of the West from the living
traditions of the Far East. We await eagerly the translation of
those other bocks of M. Guénon, in which his very real gifts—which
get very little chance in such books as this or its predecessor—will
come to our assistance to that end.
Victor WHITE, O.P.

Saint PauL Presented by Jacques Maritain (‘ Living Thoughts
Library ’). (Cassell; 3s. 6d.)

It was a singularly happy thought on the part of the editor of
this series to invite M. Maritain to ‘present’ St, Paul in his
variegated gallery of ‘ living thought’ purveyors. M. Maritain has
of course been very careful to stress that his particular exhibit (un-
like his companions) is no *genius’ but an *apostle,” and has
taken the opportunity to give us a valuable ‘ St. Paul Synthesis’
with a minimum of comment from himself. Perhaps he has some-
times been even too self-effacing. The text is mostly that of the
Westminster Version, which if not always elegant is stimulating
by reason of its very unfamiliarity, and usually more forceful and
intelligible to the modern reader than the Douay Version. For those
unable to take their St. Paul raw and unpredigested this volume
should prove a valuable initiation, and there are few who will not
tprofit from its systematised arrangement of the contents of his

epistles. V.W.

Conructus Presented by Alfred Doeblin. (Cassells; 3s. 6d.)
FrEUD Presented by Robert Waelder. (Cassells; 3s. 6d.)

Two useful additions to the *Living Thoughts Library’' of
synthetic thought. They seem to be eminently fair and objective
in their presentation of their respective subjects. A reviewer,
heavily prejudiced in advance in favour of Lao Tse and Jung re-
spectively, found in them more to support than to destroy his pre-

)udxces, | ) V.W.





