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rience in t h e  Protestant  missions of Africa, lnd ia  a n d  China, a n d  
it is signific.arit that  it is in these fresh fields the Old Testarnent 
should begin to recover its life and  riieaning. T h e  a rgument  is that  
every people has  t o  pass  through the smiie s!;iges from paganism 
t c  Christianity, and  the message  of the Old Testament collies to 
peopie in these early stages witli a dii-cciiicss wliich it has lost for 
us. T h e  crudity 
a t  times of its represeiitatioii of God, the ferocity displayed in war ,  
:in11 the to le rmce  o f  polyGimy in t hc cnr ly  days ; i l l  prewmt serious 
chstacles, but tlw conccption of the g i - ~ r l i i ~ ~ l  education of a liarliarow 
people until i i  is capable of receiving the fin:il revelation and perfect 
law of Csd, provides :i sufic.ient csplanation : and the temptation to 
suhs!itnte a *Confucian ethic or a Hindu inet:iphyir a s  a preparation 
ior the gospel is firmly resisted. T h e  Old Tes tament  is seen a s  
the ui:ique revelation of the  divine ar t ion in liistciry by which God 
prepared a people for himself, and the  New Testament  is seen to  
depend upon the Old Testament  for its interpretation at every turn. 
l h e  cliapters on  the Old Testament  in thc  mind o f  Jesus and  the  
early Cllirirch a r e  particularly good, though inore might  have been 
said of the use of the Old Tes tament  by th:, Fa thers ,  especially in 
such a work a s  the  Catechesis o f  St .  Cyril of Jerusnlein. I t  seems 
a pity that  the :iuthor apparently ncccpt:; tlie modern critical theory 
of the composition of the  I'cr~tateuch witlioiit question. I t  is surely 
time tha t  the grounds  of this t1icw-y wcre re-examined. Apart  from 
:[If o ther  corisiclcrations, it niust be <!;C!it:ult to have to explain to 
simple Iwlievers that  the  whole form of the I\los;tic Iaiv as  it is given 
in the Old Testament  is :in elaborate fiction of laler times. 

T h e  difliculties which it creates  a re  n o t  denietl. 
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T h e  need for a f u l l  and detailed history of the  Church,  based on 
modern critical research and  scholarrhip, tins long been felt, and the 
appe:irance, in a translation by Dr. Messenger, of the  first volume 
of what v r i 1 1  finally be a complete account of the growth  of the 
Church,  from the  New Tes tament  t o  the  present :i:ly, will he wel- 
comed by all who :ire interested in Church History. 

l 'h i s  pregent volume, the work  of two eminent Catholic scholars, 
tbkes the  s tory of the  Church as f a r  as the  death of St. John, pro- 
viding not only a vivid account of the life of O u r  Lord and the work 
of the Apostles, but  a!so, in a learned and ciilightening description 
of the Rom:m wo;.l~l and  of Judaism,  g iv ing  a clear idea nf the 
background without which a n  intelligent study of New 'I'cstainent 
history is impossible. 

Occasionally one wishes for a fuller defence of the position taken 
by the au thors  in certain controversial questions, more particularly 



72 BLACKFRIARS 

in those passages concerned with the chronology of the Gospels ; onc 
might also question M. Zeiller’s statement that no oriental religion 
was ever organised into a church (p. IS). IL is too a little troublc- 
some to  h a m  to seek out the orig-in21 wurccs  lor some statement 
through the medium of a secondary authoi-ii.y, though this method 
af rcfcrcnce would appear to be the deliberate intention of the general 
editors of the work. The inclusion of a few maps would prove (a valu- 
able addition to the book. But these itre minor criticisms. The 
wealt!i of references to both original and scccndary authorities, the 
judicious footnotes and the well selectcd bibliographies make it an  
iiivaluable aid to students, whilc not dctracting from the appeal it 
will liivc to the general reader who wishes mcrely for an interesting 
and readable account of the early history of the Church. 

N.G. 

A DIALOGUE JN THE DESERT. (Cassell; IS. 6d.) 
An iniaginstive reconstruction of the temptations of our Lord. 

They form a logical sequence : ‘ three steps, cach leading . . . to a 
clearer height.’ The stones : why not win the leadership of a group 
by using miracle to free them from material want?  But they would 
rest in thcir prosperity instead of seeking the living Bread ; and the 
rall is to more than a small sect. The Temple : why not force thc 
allegiance of the people by a spectacular gesture, out-manoeuvring 
a t  orice the opposition of ecclesiastical vested interests? Rut they 
will not be led by a trick to worship the rcal God in spirit and in 
truth ; and the call is to more than a nation. The kingdoms : wolves 
will keep 1;mbs from Shepherd unless they themselves are over- 
powered : only Mammon and the sword can establish the Kingdom. 
But we may not do evil that good, however great, may come; we 
cannot serve God by betraying Him. 

The first step is illuitrated by a moving account of the healing of 
a starving maniac; the third leads on to an encounter with a Nation- 
alist Zealot, a Party man following the Party line with amoral ruth- 
lessness, and the final lesson is reinforced. One imagines that 
readers may find a discordant ring about some OC IChrist’s speeches, 
some of the d i a l o p e  difficult to read a second time : not indeed that 
H e  is made too human-that couldn’t be-but that H e  is made too 
middling human, too un-divine, too wordy perhaps. But elsewhere 
there is real perception and congruity; and the main lesson is inade 
vivid. ‘ My faith, in the hands of those who mould spread it, may 
have a worldly success far more tragic than my personal failure.’ 
Our  cause is just, SO there is nothing further to worry about-end- 
leqsly t h e  same blind fallacy repeats itself. Is it 50 hard to grasp 
that good ends are made evil if they are fought for with evil weapons 
- the holier the end, the deeper the degradation and wickedness? 
Apparently it is. 

By Gerald Heard. 
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