REVIEWS

Itseems o pity that those who have the goodwill to keep on going to mass out of

4 sense of obligation should not find their duty becoming a pleasure, and some-
8 to be looked forward to during the working week.

o $ bO_Ok should be of real service to all of us in helping us to get more out

1 Our principal religious duty by putting more into it—an idea that is com-
E’hetely In the spirit of the late Pope’s encyclical, Mediator Dei. There, it is urged
S at the liaity should have ‘the mind of Christ’, and being conformed to the
vlv)imt Of his sacrifice learn to ‘offer it together with Him, and through Him, and

th Him to surrender themselves'.

IWPUId have liked a distinction between oblation and sacrifice, but perhaps
°Le 1s 10 place for it in so small and tightly packed a book. Page 24 is splendid,
irrl;h 1ts description of Sunday as ‘a kind of earth-tremor following the seismic

. Ption Of" God into this world’s history’. It deserves to be a popular little

ook’ and. if it induces those who have time to read Fr Jungmann’s larger

OXs on liturgy so much the better.

CLARE DAWSON

ST e
TH‘;TIONS OF WISDOM, by Frithjof Schuon; John Murray, 21s.
ASCENT 10 HEAVEN, by Ulrich Simon; Barrie and Rockliff, 21s.

(I::Zhlffs Schuon"s standing as an authority on religions should not frighten
Offers Iln Protestlng, not so much against the rehglous syncretism Whl(_:h-he
- though that is bad enough, as against the disgust with ordinary living
. degraigves him to produce it. In th.is' he is tfypical of many of the most
idea gy thCXponents.of. a return to traditional 'v&{lsdom. They seem to.have no
ver befyy e Vf}St majority of people are now living far more .human hves_ than
tead of C:l‘l\fes, ther‘efore, of far greater .moral and spiritual potentfahty.
lal’gely litcre izing t.hc immense challenge this presents, thcy. turn away into a
O those E\ry religion which can be only th.e nostrum c?f sp1r_1tual m.andarms.
o orienta’l Ol\iiv?ver, who fec'l the need to enlllvcn tl}elr.falth w1th‘a mixed dose
intuiriory gcu gion and t-he kind of metaphysics which mvolvgs a s.uprajmental
ric Si)m $ may b.e just the book. The Ascent to Heaven is quite different.
ogian Whoclm 1:1 a priest gf the Qhurch of England and a prof-essmnal theo-
in Chriggi, }112_18 ready written an important monograph on the idea of heaven
tanscenden, 1s;cl).ry. Here,.at a more popular %evel, .he sets out the.casc for some
Xperionc aﬂ{C dlty, dr.awmg on all the manifold indications <?f it that human
ides, but, v ords. He is not likely to convert anybody vt/ho is set agamnst the
cultyre ’e C‘Utmg, as he does, out c.)f a deep, compassionate apd eloquent
St pe lltes Henry James as appc?suely as the scrlpturcs)t he will be a great
still by Ple who may be wondering what foothold the idea of heaven can
©1n the modern world,
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