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Tue Seirit oF Love. By C. F. Kelley. (Longmans; 21s.)

St Francis de Sales, in whom his contemporaries saw Christ once more
Walking on earth, is the great guide on the path to holiness. The Church
¢alls him, for this reason, the Doctor of Devotion. His way, as Mr Kelly
S¢ts out to show, was the way of love. Love was his definition of perfec-
ton; and not only its definition, but the way leading to it. Between the
fXtremes of lax sentimentalism and severe asceticism, he steered a middle
‘ourse. ‘Gentleness, always gentleness’, he cries to the ascetics. ‘Be moderate
' all things except in the love of God’, he warns the laxists. This via
Media of love harmonises the various aspects of life both natural and
$Upernatural into an ordered whole. Basing his teaching on the sure prin-
:}llples of philosophy and theology, St Francis shows us that God is love;

at through and for that love we were made; and that to that love we
zlunsz ll:lake some return from our human hearts and wills. This deman.ds
tion frlowlc:dge o'f theology—the stuc'iy of God. I.t demands an apprecia-
o of our place in t}}e scheme of things, It requires a .clear ld?a of how

est.abhsh contact with God by prayer and to grow in the likeness of
Onoe(: 10 our daily lives by the practice of the virtues—especially the little
sultable to our state.
eysrfoiraricis was not a2 man of extremes; that is why gentleness' is h‘is
etWeen‘ thn all that.concems God and t.he soul' and tbe relaglons‘hxp
gentl, e tw? he is never off—ccr}tr,e. I'-Ils path is the via media—*the
acC(‘.pt, Unassuming and patient way’. This does not mean that he would

. Contir condone a mediocre stan'dar.d or a minimum of eHo%'t. On
Produce r‘ac?’, I.here should be no limit to our l‘ove and whaf It may
Content -t 1qd Is greater than our heart’,’he sald;. shan}e on us if we are
eXacting tzhove Him by rule or measure, . I.{endermg his teach.mg no less
Pproa ban‘ ar.\y.of the othcr. gn':at spiritual mnsFers, b).' his ba}ance.d
SuCCeedeé iy Insm_tmg‘ that sanctity is synonymous with sanity, St Francis

. n making it more attractive.

ovz r;leaedbfor a scholarly yet popular expositio'n of the salesian c-{octrine

is Splen(siideen wondcrful]y met by‘ the Amenca{) author of this bool:.
CXeellan, o treatmcnt‘ of 'thc subject ranks with Professor Mullc.rs
Nalysie of thy Of‘ ‘St Francis de .Salcs—.—the f)nly ot}.ler comprehens.lve
iy diVor(:eZ spirit ‘of St Francis avzu].able: in English. The doc'trme
n wemes sfrom 1t§ I-naster; and so it lives a{ld seems to acquire a
Page, and Vari-0 t Fran'ms 1s a!loned to speak [or' himself on almost every
Qarity and vitall']s details of }1}5 life are b.rought in when. relevant, giving

Wl ang helog 11ty to what might o.therw1se 50 eaml?r l?e simply dry l?ones.
COmplete thisp\l: notes together with the usetful blb!l?graphy and index

ery satisfying addition to salesian writing.
VincENT KERNS, M.s.F.S.
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