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THE Baprisy or Art. By Wladimir Weidle. (Dacre DPress; 3s.6d.)

e author of this illustrated brochure sets out to explain the
g‘ﬂf between Greco-Roman and medieval art, but his sub-title
¢ otes on the Religion of the Catacomb Paintings’ takes us nearer
0 hlS.real achieverent, which is more of an essay in church history

81 In art history. The purely significative character of the cata-
I?gl.nl,’ Paintings reveals a common bond with contemporary mystery
ini}ngO_ns, particularly in the insistence of both on the reality of
malztlon into the mystery. All the fruits of the early Church are
autll'l ed by a living faith in the one baptismal mystery—and the
of W%I: thinks that this mystery included all the sacraments, several
brivm ltﬁh were not then thought of separately. When the Church
libur, Phed a psychological change took place and mystery became
of thgey p The cosmos of Christianity took shape in the imagination

st aithful to find its expression and embodiment in the original
a lon 180 art which now appears for the first time. Art had through
the 8 Mortification ‘plunged, as though in the baptismal font, into
the P;re element of faith’ and was thus cleansed and emerged as
eh €W creature’. It was thus the concentration on the idea of
( a'pt}Smal mystery which eventually brought about the rebirth,

e baptism of art.
ke : whole thesis is very condensed and difficult to follow, but
fessoro ;nuch of the Russian way of thinking—the author is Pro-

Caden(;' t.he Hls_toryf of Christian Art at the Russian Tl}eologwal
orthod Y In Paris—it bears much fruit when linked with more

ox Catholic theology.

C.J.D.P.

Fryy
Thy SERMONS By Cavon Resrmieaux. (Mercier Press; 10s.6d.)
ese

Str&ightfoﬁfty sermons or chapters give us a course of simple,
OPening Srward Instructions on the essentials of the faith. In the
now ®rmons Canon Restieaux establishes that man is created
With Ch?nd love God, which purpose is fulfilled through Christ.
teachiy st as the corner-stone, the author proceeds to develop
rist ism(]l‘ﬂ'le Christian life and practice. He expounds the role of
With the nl:me redeemer 'and_ founder of the Church; deals also
and the C&.ur.e and constitution of the Church, the sacraments,
liveg of ¢ ristian way of living (particularly as expressed in the
themeg arertam saints, e.g., Peter and Mary Magdalen). All these
book g the ttreatEd simply, capably, clearly. Another feature of the
feasty céI:b Canon Restieaux comments on and explains the chief
Indeeq it is’:ted by the Church during the course of the year,
88 the ¢ he cycle of the Church’s year that he takes and uses

truth of ralﬁgwork on which he can set and develop the revealed

T.N.
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