
exclusion of most lay involvement in the Reformed institutions and the pastorate’s focus on
discipline of church members. Braghi notes there is evidence that not all French pastors
agreed with the condemnation of Morély’s writings, but he does not go into why there
was support. Braghi examines Geneva’s response to Morély led by Antoine de Chandieu.

Braghi’s final chapter explores the “double conversion” of Reformed minister du
Rosier, who converted to Catholicism in the wake of the St. Bartholomew’s Day
Massacre but returned to the Reformed faith when he was able to leave France. This
type of conversion with accompanying publications was not uncommon in confessional
contested places. This chapter would benefit from engaging with more scholarship on
the topic of multiple conversions.

The footnotes and bibliography are expansive, but more direct engagement with the
critical scholarship of the French Reformation would better contextualize Braghi’s
research within the existing historiography. The writing is clear, but transitions between
chapters are at time abrupt. Going back and forth between chapters on institutional
issues and individual pastors lessens the impact of the major themes of the book.

Braghi’s scholarship is one of several recent contributions about those that ques-
tioned the power and authority of Calvin and Geneva over the Reformed movement.
Michael Breuning’s recent monograph Refusing to Kiss the Slipper: Opposition to
Calvinism in the Francophone Reformation (Oxford University Press, 2021) examines
reformers, including Castellio and Morély, who disagreed and clashed with Calvin.
Braghi makes the important point that the French-speaking Reformed movement
was never monolithic, despite the efforts of Geneva, and his research highlights the dif-
ficulties of maintaining consistency in a religious movement.

Jill R. Fehleison
Quinnipiac University, Hamden, CT, USA
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Convent Networks in Early Modern Italy. Edited by Marilyn Dunn
and Saundra Weddle. Europa Sacra 25. Turnhout, Belgium:
Brepols, 2020. 352 pp. €95.00 hardcover.

This volume of nine essays, reflecting years of careful research and collaboration among
scholars in the US, Italy, and England, explores how and why alliances and networks
were formed between convents in early modern Italy and individuals or groups in
the world outside. This collection also highlights how and why relationships were cul-
tivated within the same convent to serve the needs and interests of each constituency.
The authors of these essays provide resounding proof that early modern nuns acted
both at the center and margins of a variety of complex networks comprised of nuns,
priests, family members, noblewomen, patricians, and laywomen of various social clas-
ses in order to secure benefits for themselves and the communities they belonged to.

Initially presented as papers at the 2013 Sixteenth-Century Society and Conference
(SCSC) in two panels (“Convent Networks” and “Dynastic Convents”) and as concep-
tual ideas at the 2015 SCSC during the roundtable discussion “Interrogating Monastic
Enclosure,” these essays challenge the notion that enclosure meant complete isolation
for early modern Italian nuns. The authors of these essays resist the tendency in
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scholarly research to focus on regulatory attempts by the Council of Trent to keep con-
vents separate from society. Instead, they argue that nuns in early modern Italy contin-
ued to establish and maintain a variety of complex associations. As Marilyn Dunn puts
it in her essay, the idea of convent networks in the early modern period may seem at
odds with contemporaneous treatises such as La monaca perfetta, which advised
nuns to distance themselves from their families, remembering them only in their pray-
ers (296), and yet this advice was most likely offered precisely because relational dynam-
ics were important to religious women.

Editors Marilyn Dunn and Saundra Weddle assert in their introduction that the aim
of this volume is to demonstrate the nature, purpose, and organization of the kinds of
alliances that existed in early modern Italy. They state that their understanding of net-
works in historical contexts is informed by Paul D. McLean’s The Art of the Network:
Strategic Interaction and Patronage in Renaissance Florence (Duke University Press,
2007) and that they seek to implement a conceptual structure of qualitative analysis
based on John Scott’s paradigm (Social Network Analysis, Sage, 2017), which focuses
on “individual, collective, and institutional actors within the contexts of their relation-
ships in order to assess their nature, durability, and implications as they change over
time” (20). By identifying actors, patterns, and connections that are related across
time and space, this collection effectively presents material and analyses that will be use-
ful to scholars of history, culture, religion, literature, art, music, politics, and society.

The themes that are discussed are valuable not only for early modern Italian studies
but also for geographically defined disciplines that seek to make similar observations
and comparisons regarding agency, competition and collaboration, and influence and
identity (individual, family, corporate) within convent networks. These themes include
religious affiliation, spiritual advising, intercessory prayers, shared veneration and
resources, cultural interests, art patronage, urban expansion, land reclamation, real
estate investment, gift exchanges, and business transactions.

Each of these studies offers detailed assertions that build on the groundbreaking
research on Italian convents of Gabriella Zarri, Elissa Weaver, Sharon Strocchia,
Mary Laven, Jutta Sperling, P. Renée Baernstein, Carolyn Valone, Sally Anne
Hickson, Kate Lowe, Silvia Evangelisti, Craig Monson, Robert Kendrick, and Anabel
Thomas, all who have written extensively on the interpersonal strategies that nuns
employed to sustain secular and religious interests within and outside of the convent.

This volume will be much appreciated in early modern scholarship for its uniquely
broad consideration of case studies from all across Italy. The usual urban centers of
Florence, Venice, Rome, and Milan are treated, but some of the most interesting obser-
vations come from lesser-known locations such as Brescia, Mantua, Soncino, Borgo San
Lorenzo, Paradiso, Ferrara, Prato, Pistoia, Bologna, Siena, Marino, and Avezzano.
Furthermore, each essay makes use of rich archival material—letters, convent chroni-
cles, biographies, financial records, works of art, music, and architectural plans—
much of it newly discovered or understudied, all of it expertly analyzed.

Jennifer Haraguchi
Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah, USA
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