
TURNOVER. It wasa summerof farewells
and greetings, a seasonof difficult readjust..
ment, for the staff at MLA headquarters.John
Fisher, who had been Treasurer since Jan.
1952(and had served as Assistant Secretary
since Sept. 1949),departedin early June for
DukevAt theendof JuneMrs. Trudy Railing,
who hadbeenwith us since 16 Oct. 1950and
hadserved ably in a variety of tasks (latterly
as Kenneth Mildenberger'ssecretary), left us
in favor of maternity. In early July the
Waishes departed;Don retumedto Choate,
after 2 years as our close associatein' the FL
Program,andtook with him Donna,who had
been our invaluablesecretary since 4 March
1949.Still earlier,at the end of May, we had
said goodbyeto Marvin Dilkey, who, on an
emergencyappointment,had spent one year
as our editorial assistant. And before the
summerwas over.-RobertE. Taylor, who had
beencompilerof "Research in Progress" since
Sept. 1949,returned to full-time teachingof
French at NYU. Most of these people are
now replaced, but no small staff can suffer
the loss of 6 persons in a single summer
without damageto efficiency and to morale.
We had worked together, had believed in
what we were doing, had become.friends.

OFFPRINTS. In June (p. iv) we reported,
with unconcealedsurprise,the suggestionof a
PMLA author that weeffect economy by
abandoningour practice of giving 50 free
offprints. Subsequently we asked the Treas..
urer about this, and he estimated a possible
saving of more than $800annually.Another
authorhaswritten to say thathe approvesthe
economy but not the premise on which it
rests; authorsdo want offprints, but might be
askedto pay for them.A memberwho knows
something about the practice of scientific
joumals suggests that, ifwe really need to
economize,collegesanduniversities shouldbe
asked to subsidize the publicationof human-
istic articles in learned journals. Having
opened the subject, we welcome additional
ideas.

LINGOISM. What's a "linguist"? The aver-
ageFL teacherthoughtof himself as possibly
one until the descriptive and structural lin-
guists started their conspicuous omission of
an adjective in speakingof themselves.Since
this led to injured feelings, the term "Iin-

guistician" was eventually proposedfor the
scientific studentof the structureof language.
The suggestion had point, but gained little
currency, perhapsbecauseFL teachers liked
it so well, perhapsbecauseit broughtto mind
the mortician, beautician, et ale Allen
Walker Read (Columbia}has beenbrooding
over this situation, and on 16 April, ata
Georgetown Round Table, he proposed
"linguicist" as·a linguistically sound and
savory substitute. We have no bets on the
outcome. Perhaps our readers have even
better suggestions.

POETRY. You know it, the little monthly
founded in 1912 by Harriet Monroe, You
may have been one of the fortunate ones to
"discover" Eliot, Lindsay, 'Millay, Pound,
Sandburg,Stevens, or Williams inits pages
(after its editors had disceiminatingly dis--
covered them for you). Well, Poetry isin
financial difficulties; its friends have founded
the Modern Poetry Association (60 W. Wal-
ton St., Chicago10). You can still subscribe
to Poetry for only $5, but you can get it
~nd at the sametime demonstrateyour feeling
aboutitby joining the MP Aasa Subscribing
Member at $7.50,an Associate Member at
$10,or a SustainingMember at $25. (There
ate even fancier types of membershipif you
feel moregenerous.)"Joining" doesnot con..
stitute a pledge that .you will renew an..
.nually. It doesindicateyour devotionto litera..
ture that a later generationmay be teaching,

TIAA. Established in 1918 as the result of
Carnegie philanthropy on behalf of educa..
tiori, the Teachers Insurance and Annuity
'Asso~iation last year paid $16,696,000to
policyholders or their beneficiaries in 390
cooperating colleges and universities, 272
other educationalinstitutions. At year's end
there were 87,673policyholders (26 new co-
operating institutions), and $198,670,000
worth of·1ife insurancein force. The College
Retirement Equities Fund (CREF) was estab-
lished in 1952,permittingteachersto put up
to half of their annuity premiumsinto a fund
basedon commonstock investments-s-asafe-
guardagainstunpredictableeconomic trends
and living costs. TIAA (522 Fifth Avenue,
New York 36) has an Advisory Service and
welcomes questions from teachers about in..
suranceand annuity programs.
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ACCUSATIVE (II). E. H. Essig (Val-
paraiso) writes: "In FMO (April, p. iii) Mr.
Frank Merchantobjects to the following state-
ment in the ACLS Newsletter: 'The idea of
the "child-centered" school has causedmany
educatorsto forget that the verb "teaching"
has two accusatives, namely teaching (1)
children.(2) something.' This sentence, says
Mr. Merchant, contains a grammaticalboo-
boo. He then adds,'If one is to use Latin case
terminology, any old schoolboy knows that
"children" is a dative," ••• One might ask
whether Mr. Merchant is not the one who is
guilty of a grammaticalboo-boo••••In Latin
both words are in the accusative. Mr. Mer-
chant seems to be unawareof the fact that
some verbs take two accusatives, the accusa-
tive of the person and the accusative of the
thing. Verbs of teaching (doceo and its com-
pounds) are amongthese " .• Bennett's.New
Latin Grammar (p. 126) gives this example:
'te litteras doceo,I teachyou your letters.' .••
The moral: More attention to the study of
FLs! But not only modern FLs."

RECIPE FO,R RESCUE (IV). The Divi-
sion of Modern Languages.at Brown reports
adoptingthe plan (March p.ii, April p. i)
whereby departmentscan save our scholarly
journals and improve their own scholarship,
both at minimum expense.The Club has 10
members,and for $4 each they managedto
subscribe to CL, fAAC, fHI, MLN, MLQ,
RPh,RR,Sym, and YFS. "Each journal will
come first to the individualwho is subscribing
to it, and will then be circulated amongall
the membersof the club. When an issue has
madethe rounds, itwillbe kept for a year in
a central location in our languagebuilding,
Marston Hall, where anyone can refer toit.
After that time, it will becomethe property
of the mansubscribingto it,todo with as he
sees fit. All of us here are enthusiastically in
favor of your ideaandhopethat itwillbe put
into action at many other institutions. We
willbe looking forward to seeing further re..
ports in FMO."

IT ALlAN ACADEMIES. There are cur-
rently 209, with 62,428members.Oldest is
the Accademiadelle Arti del Disegno (Flor-
ence). Perhaps most famous are·Rome's
Lincei (lynx-eyed), founded 1603,and Flor..
ence's La Crusca (chaff), founded1582with
the purposeof purifying the language.The

new dictionarywhich the Tuscansavantshave
been preparingfor the last 100 years is said
now to have reachedthe letter O.

RECORD? During May, believe it or not, we
received from a readera20..pagereport on a
15-pagepaper submitted to PMLA. We do
our conscientiousbest to pick interested con-
sultants, but never did sowell before.

UNIVERSITY PRESSES. "The most fool-
hardy branchof book publishing,we publish
the smallesteditionsat the greatestcost andon
these we placethe highestprices andthen we
try to marketthemto the peoplewhocanleast
afford them. This is madness.••• {But] if
we 'stop, somethingof value in our' society,
we believe, will stop with us." Chester Kerr
(Yale) said it, on 5, April.

COMMUNITY OF SCHOLARS. Last .May
a member wrote: "Before coming to this
school I taught at Wisconsin and Chicago.
Whenever I laid an egg, asI obviously did
the first time I submitted this paper,I could
go across the hall and get some help. That
is not so easy here. I have submittedpapers
to several other journals and the letters of
rejection couldhavebeentelegraphedwithout
bankruptingthe journal. Somehow or other
I felt that the paperswere not that bad,hut,
without any experienced.personto turn to, it
was very difficult to try a revision andto send
it somewhereelse.•••Yours is the only pub..
Iication which reviews the paper,not the' in-.
stitution from which it is submitted.Yours is
also the only publication which consistently
bothersto spell out toa guy, whois really try..
ing, what he did wrong. This saves many a
paper. More important, itsaves many a
scholarstrugglingalongpracticallyby himself
from a feeling that nobody gives a damn.I
hate to get my manuscripts back from you,
and it takes m.e three days tobe able to read
the criticisms. Yet those criticisms arethe best
thingsthathappento me in terms of construc-
tive, professionalgrowth. (pn put the crying
towel away now.) I know, from FMO, that
you have read something like this before,
but it is very important for an organization
as largeas MLA to realize that when its read-
ers botherto say somethingconstructiveabout
a paper,then the organizationis really func-
tioning asa community of scholars in pre-
serving one ofits membersfrom defeatism."

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900207384 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900207384


nu:»: 10 Ile c:»: Council
LATE in Octoberall memberswillreceivea postcardBallot containingnom-
inations totheExecutive Council for the term 1956-59.Seven of these nom-
inations weremadebythe present'Council, and forthe guidanceof members
wegive below somebiographicaldataabouteach.

GERMAINE BREE, age47,born France;
agregation,'Sorbonne; at New York Uni-
versity (prof. and chairman, French and
Italian) since1953; taught at 'Lycee de
]eunes Filles (Algeria); atBryn Mawr
1936-53;'dire grad. school Middlebury
College,France, 1950;French army1943-
45; author ofstudieson Proust, Gide,
Sartre.

NORTHROP FRYE, age43, born Sher-
brooke,Que., 'Canada; A.B., Emmanuel
College, Toronto; A.M., Oxford. AtVic-
toriaCollege,Toronto, since r947.Gug:..
genheimFoundation FeHow 1950-51;
authorof studies onsymbolismin English
literature, Elizabethan literature, William
Blake.

HENRY ,C.HATFIELD, age43,bornEvan-
ston, Ill.; A.B., Harvard; student atOx-
fordand Berlin; A.M.andPh. D., Colum-
bia.At Harvard since1954; taught at
Williams 1935-46,Columbia1946-54;gen.
ed.of GermanicReview since 1947;
author ofstudiesin Germanliterature of
thec1assical period,the German novel,
ThomasMann, WinckelmannandhisGer-
mancritics; editorial board PMLA since
1951.

STURGIS E. LEAV.ITT, age67, born New-
hall, Maine; A.B., Bowdoin, A.M.and
Ph.D., Harvard, D.Litt., Bowdoin and
Davidson. At North Carolina since1917
(dir. ofInst.ofLatin American Studies
since1941, Kenan prof. of Spanish since

1945); Sheldon traveling fellow South
America 1919-20; former editor South
Atlantic Bulletin; assoc. editor Hispanic
Review and Reoista I beroamericana;author
of studies on Spanish drama, Hispano-
American literature in U.S., bibliographies
of Spanish-Americanliterature.

.i\LBERT H. MARCKWARDT, age 51,born
Grand Rapids, Mich.; A.B., A.M., and
Ph.D., Mich.At Michigan since 1928;
director English LanguageInstitute, Mex-
ico, 1943-45; director «Linguistic Atlas
North Central States"; member.Steering
CommitteeofFL Program;director MLA
Interdisciplinary Seminar in. Languageand
Culture; 1953; Fulbright lecturer, Austria,
1953-54;authorof studies of current Eng-
lishusage, introduction tothe English
language.

HELMUT REHDER, age50, born Berge-
dorf,Germany; Ph.D,., 'Heidelberg. At
Texassince 1955; taught at Missouri
1931-37, Wisconsin 1937-46, Illinois
1946-54;author of studies on German
literature and philosophy from17thto
20th'centuries.

EDWIN B. WILLIAMS,· age64, born Colum-
bia,Pa.;A.B.,A.M.,and Ph.D., Pennsyl-
vania.At Pennsylvania since'1925 (pro-
vostsince 1951); summer of 1953at
Colorado;authorof English-SpanishSpan-
ish-English dictionary, studiesinSpanish
and Portuguese, esp, Brazilian, language.

THREE additional namesolaybe addedonthe Ballot by the Executive Secre-
taryon 15 October (Bylaw IV, items 2 and 3). The Secretary is requiredto
add "The three names receiving themostvotes amongthose proposedby
membersofthe Association provided thatnonamebeenteredonthe Ballot

I thatis not supportedby ten members:" Any membermay proposenames. In
recent years,few membershave 'doneso. If namesin additiontothoseabove
appearon this year's Ballot, you maylearnbiographicalfacts aboutthem from

I the Directory of American Scholars, from which, for your convenience,most
of the abovedatawere taken.

ill

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900207384 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1632/S0030812900207384


IV

PRODUCTIVITY. What percentageof the
total MLA membership achieves scholarly
publication annually? What percentage of
the total annualoutput of American scholar-
ship is done by MLA members? Thinking
you'd like to know, we asked our assistant,
Marvin Dilkey, to check the indexes of the
1952,1953,and 1954Annual Bibliographies
against the 1954 printed Listof Members
(7,352 names). Here are his findings. In
1952there were 2,800names in the Bibliog-
raphy; 1,229of these (17% of our member-
ship and44% of the total) were MLA mem-
bers. In 1953 there were 2,898 names, and
1,294(18% of our membership,45-%of the
total) were members. In 1954 there were
3,354names, and 1,416 (19% of our mem-
bership, 42% of the total) were members.
The nearly constant percentagesmight lead
one to conclude that the same scholars pro..
duce articles year after year, but between
1953 and 1954the overlap was only 625, or
less than half; it would se~m that many more
members are publishing than the figure for
anyoneyear would indicate. The above sta-
tistics are even unfair to MLA productivity
in one respect: the annual bibliographies
have latterly included the work of many
journalists, freelancewriters, foreign scholars,
and others who are not, by some definitions,
a part of American scholarship.

CHANGES. There were over 2,100of them
to be madein the 1955List of Members,now
in your hands. Most of the changeswere in
rank or academicaddress,but some members
changednamesbecauseof marriage,some in-
stitutions changed-names(N.J.C for Women
to DouglassC, Roosevelt Cto Roosevelt U,
Penn. SC to Penn. SU, Michigan SC to
Michigan SU, Bethany Penie! Cto Bethany
NazareneC, TougalooCto TougalooSouth..
ern Christian C), and one institution even
changedits academicaddress(Penn. SU from
State College to University Park, Pa.),

CONSCIENCE FUND. Responding to our
dunning notice of6 June, a member wrote:
"Forgive my delay. I enclose check for $10;
this means that I am fining myself $3 for
beingtardy. Put itin the ConscienceFund of
MLAI"
CORRIGENDA. Mathilde Steckelberg
(Western Michigan) writes: "In connection
with pagexxof PMLA-'visas are no longer
required by any free European country ex-

cept Spain,' etc.-I have a memorandumto
sharewith you. The Passport Office informed
me this month that a visa must be obtained
Eor travel to Finland." Ellsworth Mason
(Colorado College) writes: "In your list of
professorsof English in Italy {June FMO, p.
vi}, you list a slavic..soundinggentlemanby
the name of 'Stanislao Y ojce (Trieste).' If
the typewriter keys were properly untangled,
you would find that this man is actually
Stanislaus Joyce, the brotherof James Joyce,
who came to Trieste from Dublin in 1904at
Joyce's call and remained there .through 2
world wars. •••I-lis intellectual distinction
and present crucial importance in Joyce
studies warrant a correction of the above
tangle." Konrad Bieber (Connecticut Col-
lege) writes: "It may seem pedanticto point
out a minor error in FMO, p. xix, under
'Lord's Prayer': it should read 'NQtre Pere,
qui etes aux cieux,' not 'est.' But it isas good
a pretext as any to write you in order to tell
you how much I always enjoy reading this
vital section of PMLA. Where else could we
membersfind matters of concern to the pro-
fession and, above all, to man? Humanists
who scorn this column should worry, not
about membership,but about their own gall..
bladder."

GERMANY. A guest of the Federal Re-
public, we had a wonderful time there last
June, visiting schools and universities inBer-
lin, Hamburg,Bonn, Wiesbaden,Frankfurt,
Mainz, Heidelberg,Tiibingen, Miinchen, and
Gottingen.We learneda lot, but probablydid
irreparabledamageto the reputationof Amer..
ican Germanists,for we traveledwith a group
of them and were often assumedtobe one
ourselves.The group:Carl Bayerschmidt (Co..
lumbia), Norman Binger (Kentucky), Fran-
ces Ellis (Indiana), U. E. Fehlau (Tulane),
Llewelyn R. McKay (Utah), Viola Mander-
feld (Chicago),HermanD. Poster (Wayne),
and Melanie Rosborough (Miami). Most of
these membershadbeenactive in the FL Pro-
gram, and itwasa gratifying experience to
cometo know thembetter.Even moregratify-
ing was the discovery that they hadnearly as
muchdifficulty with Germanmenusaswe did.
It provedus all HumanistsandScholars.Our
personalability to think in German,however,
was pretty severely limited to "Noch eins,"

GERMAN EDUCATION. After a single
month of observing, we are now, of course,
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an Authority on it, and with no blush of
diffidence we offer some gleanings,As here,
there is a grave shortageof classrooms,some
_schoolsworking 2 shifts. Save in Bavaria, the
school year opens in the spring. Surprisingly,
about two thirds of all teachersin the public
schoolsaremen.Whenpublic educationcame
to.a complete stop with the end of the war,
decrees by the Occupying Powers, economic
stringency, anda dearthof approvedperson-
nel kept it from doingmuch more thanrevertin general to the pre..1933 pattern, with a
diversity determinedby the different lAnder
or states. More recently, national federation
andthe quiet -work of teachers'groupsand a
Standige Konferenz der Kultusminister have
brought increasing agreementon regulations
and standards.Confidenceand stability -have
inspired some experimentation" and there is
eager looking to American public education
forpossible models. Optionalforeign langu-
age -instrUction has been introduced ill the
fifth year of many V olksschulen, There are
about5,500,000~hildren in these elementary
schools; all states require full-time school
attendance from ages 6 to 14 (at least 8
years-in some places 9); and only about
20% of these elementaryschool-pupils, after
4 or more years (Grundschule), transfer to
an intermediate school (Mittelschule, Real.
schule) or to one of the various types of
secondary school (Realgymnaslum, Ober-
realschule, Aujbauschule,etc.}, In "1953 there
were only 728,000pupils in what we might
call high schools, and of these 'only about
5% will survive through 13 years of school..
ing to pass the "maturity examination"
preparatoryto teachingor someotherprofes..
sion, What most 'fascinatedus about the Ger-
man secondaryschool curriculum is the fact
that a subject of instruction introduced at
any gradelevel is never "dropped" but must
be continuedto the end of the entire course,
for itisa possible subject on the final com-
prehensive examination. A teacher ofa
foreign language (e.g., English) who goes
from a gymnasium to, say, the pedagogic
university in Berlin will have received a total
of 12~~ years of instruction in the language
beforehe is certified to teach it. We"devoutly
hopethat Germanywill not turn to American
education with thoughts of reforming this
detail of teachertraining.

THE BALLOT. Last year, despite the con-
venience of the stamped, addressed, reply..

postcard,only lout of every 3 MLA mem..
bers took the trouble to vote. Despite the
steady increase in our membership,numeri..
cally this was the smallestnumbersince 1947,
andpercentagewiseit was the smallestnumber
since the postcardBallot was introducedback
in 1943,when more than 48.7% voted. (In
the previous year, when members had to
supply the stamp, itwas 6.6%.) Why did so
few (34.8%) care to vote in 1954?Will itbe
lower still in 1955?The highest percentage
that ever voted (54.6) did soin the last
national election year, 1952;the secondhigh..
est (5'3.2), in the previous national election
year, 1948; the third highest (48.7), in the
earlier one, 1944.Interesting? Can itbe that,
except in election years, not half of all mem..
bers of the Association care enough about
the personnel of their representativeExecu-
tive Council to take afew seconds to tick a
few squaresand drop a postcardinto a mail-
box? '

ALLANF.'HUBBELL. The new MLA
Treasurer,successorto John Fisher, was born
40 years ago in Brooklyn, N.Y.,and is now
an expert on American speech; indeed, heis
Managing Editor of A merican Speech, and
has served asa pronunciationconsultant for
the T'horndike-Barnhartseries of dictionaries,
the American College Dictionary, andothers.
In addition to various articles and reviews,
he has publishedThe Pronunciation of Eng-
lishin New York City (1950).Although he
took his M~A. (1938) and Ph.D. (1948) at
Columbia, and taught there from 1937 to
1950except forafew years (as purser-phar-
macist's mate in the merchantmarineduring
the war), he has not spent"allhis life in New
York. He earned his B.A. from Bowdoin
(1935),.and taught as an assistant professor
at Denver 1950-53.He cattle to NYU as an
associateprofessorin 1953.A memberof Phi
Beta Kappa, the American Dialect Society,
and other organizations,he has been in and
out of the MLA, but his extraordinarilyeffec..
tive and devoted work on the. Local Com..
mittee for the 1954meetingcommendedhim
to our attention (as had his predecessor's
work at the 1948meeting).At his first MLA
meeting, in 1939at New Orleans,his paper
was last on a programthat'started late and
he was askedto cut itto5 minutes. (He paid
his own way from New York, traveling by
coach,"and 3 years later discovered that Co..
lumbia would have defrayed his' expenses!)
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Since as anundergraduatehe majoredin both
English and German (and took his M.A. in
German), heis much interested in the FL
Program. As an expert on American speech
he enjoys confounding people by insisting
there is no such thing asa Brooklyn dialect.

COMPARISON. Both the MLA and the
American Historical Association met in New
York last December.At that time the AHA
had a total membershipof 6,13S, and 1,985
registeredfor the meeting (a new record-the
previous high was 1,533in 1951).,The MLA
total membershipwas 8,043,and 3,686reg..
istered for the meeting. Our previous high
wasin 1948, when nearly half (3,049) of
our total.membership (6,108) came to the
convention.

NEO-LATIN LITERATURE. Members in..
terested in 15thand 16th-centuryLatin litera-
ture are invited to send to Paul W. Blackford
(Western Illinois State College, Macomb,
Hl.) any neologisms (i.e., words or expres-
sions used inasense not noted in lexicons of
earlierperiods) or coinages(Le., new words).
These are being collected by an editorial
committeeconsisting of Blackford, Richard T.
Bruere (Chicago), Fred W. Householder
(Indiana), and James R. Naiden (Seattle).
The project originatedata 1952MLA meet-
ing (Conference on Modern Latin Litera-
ture), when lexicographical desiderata were
discussed. Members may submit inquiries as
wellas make contributions to Professor
Blackford, who has charge of this depository
of valuabledata.

ENGLISH INSTITUTE. Its 14th annual
session was held at Columbia on 6-10 Sep-
tember (chairman, Reuben A. Brower, Har..
vard); with paperson Joyce (3), Cervantes,
Proust, Eliot, Yeats, Swift, andother subjects,
presented by Russell K. Alspach, Robert L.
Beare, Joseph Bottkol, Herbert Cahoon,Ar..
rnour Craig, F. W. Dupee, Richard Ellmann,
John Hollander, Craig La Driere, Harry
Levin, Albert B. Lord, Vivian Mercier, Ants
Oras,Tom Patterson,NormanPearson,Mark
Scherer, Andrews Wanning, and Harold
Whitehall. The registrationfee: $10.

HUMANITIES. "The bases on which civil-
ized life is built are not scientific; they are
ethical. And the incentives to human action
are tobe found, not in social statistics, but in
the humanities.They are of supremeimport-
ance in civilizing the humancreature and in

grvrng him that maturity and that idealism
which make him fit to live in any society and
a safe person into whose hands are tobe
placed the terrifying natural forces that pure
science has recently unearthed." Oscar J.
Campbell (Columbia) said it,in 1951.

WHITMAN AND THE FL PROGRAM.
Doing research in the Library of Congress
during the summer of 1935, Gay Allen
(NYU) came across Frederick Schyberg's
Walt Whitman (Copenhagen,1933). Al-
though he had been studying Whitman for
some years, he had not heard of this work
and,subsequently,he could findno reviews of
itin the usual scholarly journals.The suspi-
cion dawnedthat scholars in American litera-
tuze couldn't readDanish, The suspicion cer
tainly appliedto him personally,but, his curi-
osity arousedby the chapterheadings,Allen
decided not to be stopped by the language
1... .... '!"' ... :"_ u ... ..., ... ..f~ ....... ~ ~ ,.,,~ ... Ai fof.,.n ,""ont- nln~

;"~D;~ish-'-~;;;; ~a~J/a -~'D~-n;k-E~g~i~k
Ordbok," When these arrived, he and his
wifeset about teaching themselves Danish.
Mrs, Allen soon becameso interestedthat she
easily outdistancedher husband.When they
became convinced that the Danish author
"had penetrated farther into Whitman's
psychology than anyone else," Mrs. Allen
began a complete translation, her husband
wrote an introduction, and the results were
publishedin April 1951.

BEQUESTS. In June (p. ·iv), with hopeful
embarrassment,we announced that in 71
years the MLA had never received one from
a member, and we went onto speak ofbe-
quests receivedby 4 other learned,humanistic
societies. We can now speakof another:when
Professor CharlesJ. Goodwin (Lehigh) died
in 1935, he bequeathedthe American Phil-
ological Association $60,728.64.

AMERICAN LITERATURE. In November
the Yale University Press will publish the
first volume (of a projected8 or 9) of Jacob
Blanck's "A Bibliography of American
Literature," a work in preparation for at
least 15 years (currently a33,OOO-pageMS.
in 152 large 3..ring notebooks). The com-
pleted work hopes tobea definite record of
more than 40,000 books by283 American
authors from 1775 to 1930. A grant from
the Lilly Endowment made the project pos-
sible. The late Carroll A. Wilson was chair-
man of the original supervising committee.
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FOURTH YEAR. The FL Program begins
it next month, with Theodore Andersson on
the staff (succeeding Donald Walsh), with
Kenneth Mildenberger embarkedona third
annual survey of FLES, with The National
Interest andForeign Languagesbeing revised
for a second edition (ready in Nov.), and
with the Director of the Program facing
(with mixed feelings) his final year. In his
fourth annualreport, tobe given in Chicago
next Dec., hewill try to summarizewhat has
been accomplished to date; but several sig-
nincant products of (his past year may be
seen in the Supplement to this Sept. issue.
However depressingthe figures, it is good to
know some of the facts aboutthe high school
situation at last. The importantstatementon
the Qualifications of Secondary School
Teachers of Modern FLs (endorsedby lead-
ersof the profession) is only afirst step
toward improving this situation, and confer-
ences leadingto additionalsteps willhe held
during the fall. Our national network of
communicationis now almost complete,with
FL bulletins in42 states receiving news and
information from MLA headquarters.Our
chief impression of progressaswe approach
the fourth year: things are beginningto add
up; we are encouraged.

PROFESSIONAL EDUCATORS. Readers
of this section have noticed that more and
more of these long-supposedenemies of FL
study have been making public statements
favorable toFLs. Last April we published40
such quotations ina 20-pagepamphlet en-
titled "Recent Educational Opinionon Lan-
guage Study," and we have since, with the
aid of membersthroughoutthe country, dis-
tributed some thousandsof these pamphlets.
We did not useall the quotations we had,
andwe have collected more since. We'll send
you as many copies of the pamphletas you
will promise to send on, with a' covering let-
ter, to professional educatorsnot in the col-
lection.

UNESCO. The U. S. National Commission
for UNESCO is requiredby Act of Congress
to hold aN ational Conference every other
year, and the next will be held in Cincinnati
in November. More than an hour of the
morning's program on Saturday, 5 Nov.,
willbe devoted to "The National Interest
and FLs" (followed by a session on "Asian-

American Cultural Relations") • We shall be
there as chairman of the discussion panel.
The place: the Taft Auditorium (seating ca-
pacity, 2,500).UNESCO-sponsored"Citizen
Consultations" on FL study have already
been held in Alabama, Delaware, Indiana,
Iowa, Missouri, Nebraska,New Mexico, and
Wisconsin, and (as this is written) are
planned in Michigan, Tennessee, Utah, and
other states. A second, considerably revised
edition of our booklet, The National Interest
and F Ls, is scheduledfor publication in late
O{."t., so that it rnay be used in connection
with the Cincinnati National Conference.

MILA TEACHER'S GUIDE. We can't be
completely specific about itaswe write these
words, but when you read them, we'll have
available a detailed Guide for the teaching
of French in Grade 3, containing weekly
"units," fuU instructions, and many practical
suggestions. With luck we snail also have
ready both tape and records to accompany
this material. The Guide was producedbya
Working Committee of 8, aided by the ad..
vice of34 other teacherswho were sent drafts
of the work for criticism. The Working Com",
mittee: Nelson Brooks (chairman), Mar..
guerite Eriksson, Robert L. Politzer, Susan B.
Scott, Sylvia Smith, Mary P. Thompson,and
Olga Scherer Virski. Kenneth Mildenberger
provided MLA staff liaison, and Elizabeth
Gessler, Milton Rosenberg, and WilliarD
Sayres met with the Committee as special
consultants. We followed (and marveled at)
this work inits various stages, and have
never seen a more devoted or more enthus-
iastic committee. If we may turn from report..
ing to prophesy, we venture to think that
this cooperativeeffort will be rememberedin
years to come as pioneeringanew era in the
preparationofFL textbooks. If you'd like to
see for yourself whether or not 46 headsare
better than 1, the Guide willbe sent to you
for only $2.

CORNELL. Its College of Arts and Sciences
has recently voted to stiffen the FL require.
mcnt, which was previously the attainment
of "proficiency" in one FL, whether incol-
lege courses or by examinationat entrance.
(In practice, about half of those entering
with 3 years of French passedthe proficiency
test.) The new requirementis that a student
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