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Russian acculturation. Ricarda Vulpius’s essay on images of otherness in eighteenth-cen-
tury Russia provides a brilliant overview of this newly “complex interaction” (123) between 
various criteria of alterity. Along with the contributions of Khodarkovsky, Khrapunov, and 
Shcherbakova, three other articles elaborate this development: Yuri Akimov on Siberian 
“savages” (140–67), Vladimir Puzanov on the nomadic Oirats (Dzungars), whose military 
prowess scared seventeenth-century Russians; and Dominik Gutmeyr-Schnur on photo-
graphs of Caucasian peoples taken and publicized between 1864 and 1915.

The book’s concluding section (where Minin’s essay appears) presents a diverse set of 
Others produced under the pressures of political conflict, social crisis, and war in the late 
imperial period. Anna and Alena Rezvukhina and Sergey Troitskiy probe Russian newspaper 
caricatures of the Japanese and other “enemies” as animals (295–328). Andrey Avdashkin 
analyzes how an influx of migrant Chinese laborers generated a “yellow peril” panic in 
Russia (424–52). Immo Rebitschek demonstrates that although Volga Tatars suffered excep-
tional deprivation during the famine of 1891–92, Russian authorities denied them propor-
tionate relief by classifying them as generic “peasants” (329–52). Johanna Wassholm shows 
how Russia’s flexing imperial muscles toward the Grand Duchy of Finland in 1899–1900 pro-
voked Finnish nationalists to mount an aggressively anti-Russian campaign scapegoating 
Russian peddlers and other itinerants roaming the Duchy. Finally, Il΄ia Rat΄kovskii recounts 
General L.G. Kornilov’s (1870–1918) degeneration in the eyes of soldiers and leftist workers: 
initially embraced as a hero of “our” kind, he met a grisly death relished by the revolutionary 
cohort that he alienated through punitive measures to sustain the war effort of the Whites. 
Those drastic steps included firing machine guns at units in retreat (453–77).

Consisting mainly of the names of people and places, the book’s index oddly short-changes 
ethnic and religious groups. Ethnically marked “hordes” and “khanates” appear, but no 
Tatars, Jews, Tungus, Muslims, or Georgians are listed. The reader will likewise look in vain 
for topics such as antisemitism, war, trade, or Christianization. As for proofreading, a few jar-
ring cases of incorrect English have slipped through the net, and Aleksandr Pushkin’s famous 
poem features as both The Prisoner of the Caucasus and The Captive of the Caucasus (3, 229).

These, however, are minor blemishes in a collection that richly expands knowledge of the 
ways Russians processed religious, ethnic, socioeconomic, cultural, and political difference 
within their homeland and in the world beyond, in a variety of contexts over a long time span. 
The book envisions an audience of specialists as well as advanced students, who will find here 
not only a trove of fresh material but also effective demonstrations of how to use primary 
sources.
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In this densely packed, fact-filled volume, Jonathan Otto Pohl, an established chronicler of 
repression and ethic cleansing in the Soviet Union, sets out to describe “the experience of 
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the ethnic Germans in the USSR from 1941 to 1955” (8). In the introduction, Pohl succinctly 
summarizes the book’s key contents: “The main focus is on the uprooting of the German 
communities in European areas of the USSR, their material and legal conditions as special 
settlers east of the Urals, their mobilization into the labor army, and their release from the 
special settlement restrictions in 1955” (8–9). Although Pohl deals primarily with the vio-
lently transformative decade-and-a-half from the early 1940s to the mid-1950s, he also cov-
ers the earlier history of large-scale ethnic German settlements in the Russian empire from 
the eighteenth century onwards as well as the coda of the post-Stalin years, including the 
mass emigration of ethnic Germans that ensued from the late 1980s, overwhelmingly to the 
Federal Republic.

The study is based primarily on two types of primary sources: extensive archival materi-
als from the Russian state archives, many of them produced by the NKVD, and a small num-
ber of interviews that Pohl managed to conduct with elderly ethnic Germans in Kyrgyzstan 
in the early 2010s. Pohl admits that this source base poses problems. The archival record is 
far from complete, and documents that originated from within the Stalinist state machinery 
need to be critiqued and contextualized with particular care. Similarly, a handful of inter-
views with old and frail survivors of Stalinist repression, conducted several decades after 
the actual events, yielded results that were “far less impressive than I had initially hoped,” 
to quote the author’s admirably frank admission (13).

Nevertheless, Pohl has managed to put together a detailed and highly informative 
account of the deportations of ethnic Germans within the Soviet Union. His approach 
is roughly chronological and primarily descriptive. Individual chapters cover different 
stages of the deportation process and their human and societal consequences, as well 
as the longer-term aftermath of the forced migrations in the post-WWII years. Much of 
the analysis draws on statistical data contained in contemporary Soviet documentation, 
which at times results in rather long and breathless paragraphs full of seemingly precise 
facts and figures. However, Pohl also casts light on the many challenges and problems 
that the USSR’s ethnic cleansing measures faced, the numerical data notwithstanding. At 
the same time, he also offers a vivid portrayal of the chaos and human suffering that the 
deportations caused at the grassroots level. The overall result is a solidly researched and 
very useful account of an under-studied chapter in the tragic history of eastern Europe’s 
twentieth century forced migrations—a treasure trove of information about the main 
events and their consequences.

However, whereas the extensive factual information contained in the study is highly use-
ful, the wider interpretative framework within which Pohl places his study in the brief con-
cluding chapter seems baffling at best. To quote him at some length: “. . . the US and UK are 
still immersed in their own Years of Great Silence regarding much of World War II. In partic-
ular, addressing any Allied, including Soviet, crimes during the war and immediately after-
wards against ethnic Germans remains strongly discouraged and overshadowed by a mythic 
construction of the war in which all Germans are demonically evil and their political and 
military enemies morally infallible. Given this predominant popular myth even research 
into the fate of the much larger and in many ways easier to research groups of Germans 
expelled from eastern Germany, Poland, and Czechoslovakia has remained extremely lim-
ited in the English-speaking world. The fate of the smaller groups of Germans that remained 
trapped behind the Iron Curtain thus has received very scant attention in the English lan-
guage literature” (273–74). These sweeping and simplistic claims fail to do justice to the 
sophisticated and diverse English-language historiography of the Second World War and the 
forced migrations associated with it that has emerged over the past decades. They lend a 
somewhat sour and polemical note to what is in many ways a valuable study. The reader is 
best advised to focus on the empirical core content of Pohl’s monograph and to disregard his 
concluding polemics.
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