REVIEWS

Be?ause of their authenticity and their enormous variety the contemporary
TAWIngs serve to convey the social background of the saint’s work in every
asp fECF—and this more succinctly and directly than words could. Thus, without
aac"mg to sketch in the historical setting, the author is free to devote himself to
oncise account of St Vincent's life followed up by a brief but valuable assess-
ment of the significance of his incredible achievements.
OEHE Cdil.nle they certainly were. One had known of the m.uch—publiciscd W9rk
or e S}Ck, the poor, foundlings, galley slaves, convicts, and the lasting
. gafn.Zatlops for their relief set in motion by St Vincent through his genius for
_stration, and his remarkable ascendancy over the influential people of
insrgm?. Bl-lt much less well known, and here rightly emphasize‘d, is his work
cane :nl;natmg a demoralised cler’gy w.ho were in his own words, “The principal
o Odthc ruin of the Church’, Th1§ was done first by pr‘eachcd retreats for
regargﬁl s, sucheded by rcgul:‘ar reunions $o téhat ,he could confc.r with them
in req g t}_le. virtues z‘md practice o.f their ministry’, L'ater, he was lnstrumental
Separa;i’,amzmg training for ic pnesthooé——one farsighted measure beu}g the
Spiri g of major and minor seminaries. Yet another innovation in the
Irlxtual field was the organizing of missions to all classes of socicty.
mentthe f;“lna]‘cl'lapter M. Daniel—I.{ops considfzrs the saint’s exceptional achieve-
an, \;v:n erhmng t}'le fact that hlS undf:rl':a.klr'lgs always arose out of requests,
saing ofr}t:‘ never m.stmlted on his own initiative, so ‘that he is very much tl.le
i tin, is day, ra.lsed'up by providence for the spccxa'l needs of the Chgrcb in
Spin SE The point is al§o mad.c that m}lch twentlethtcentury .aderatmn
Wi thgut ;)m 3 misconception of his enterprises as mere philanthropic ventures,
v the recognition that all were mated by his ardent love for God, that
%, In fact, a saint and not a humanitarian.
v QIUallt)li:lIZ‘Its unmetent@us Limits tl.1is is an attractive ?book, bl.Jt perhaps its most
on the eature is tl?e little collection of wise anfi pithy sayings of St Vincent
could St pages. It is these .that reveal the essentials of his spirituality and one
Wish more had been included.
M. URSULA, LB.V.M.

THE
SAINTS IN HIsTORY, by Mary Cousins. TELL ME ABOUT PRAYER, by

Cousins. 10 win THEIR cROWN, by Douglas Lord; Geoffrey Ch
* ’ 3 Y ]
an, 105, 64, each. Y 5 F

ST
s MARTIN, by Edith Delomare. sT NICHOLAS, by Jeanne Ancelet-Hustache.

Cas';‘eti’l}"’z:,ﬁl:l}.' ézﬁfse André-Délastre.  Translated by Rosemary Sheed;

Church 1.:
cVelzh history sounds a daunting subject for the young. Heresies, and the
li OP ment of Christian ideas and institutions is not what most parents would
R for the next birthday present. But The Saints in History makes the
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whole subject enthralling by portraying vividly the men and women who
shaped the development of the Church, its life and its ideas. It begins with
Philip the Deacon, includes Athanasius, Basil, Boniface, Ignatins, Vincent de
Paul, Thérése Martin, and ends with the Italian-American Frances Cabrini. The
vigour and directness of the style match its subject. These are real people, and
they mean something to us. For slightly younger children, Tell me about
Prayer by the same author introduces various aspects (rosary and pilgrimages
as well as vocal prayer and meditation) of the business of learning to know God
and worship him. Each chapter makes its point with a good story from some
saint’s life. The illustrations are too ‘young’ for the book, though pleasant in
themselves. To win their Crown tells the stories of some of the Forty Martyrs
through the eyes of children who were, or might have been, there. The method
is successful and convincing, and should help children to see the martyrs as
people instead of abstractions. The writing is not as accomplished as that of
Miss Cousins, but it is quite adequate. The drawings are straightforward and
vigorous, by the same artist who illustrates The Saints in History. In both cases
the illustrations are less mature than the text.

The three saints who get a book each in this new series (impeccably translated)
are disentangled from their legénds with determination and erudition. When
it rapidly becomes apparent that little remains, the legends are re-presented, in
their historical context, together with their authors (if any) and those who
made use of them or elaborated them. The history of the developing lcgendy
its setting and the motives of its creators, is fascinating, but fails to convince
that it really assists an understanding of the saint. (So many legends are only
accidentally attached to a particular saint, but arise from a local need.) St
Martin of Tours comes off best because there is more real history to unearth,
and this book is the most satisfying of the three. St Agnes is portrayed with
infectious enthusiasm, and her admirers make up a worthwhile book. That on
St Nicholas (of Myra) suffers a little from coyness. These are not children’s
books, though older children might enjoy them. The dust-jackets, with their
superficial uniformity and detailed differences, provide a nice little puzzle. I
haven’t solved it yet.

ROSEMARY HAUGHTON

CROSS AND CRUCIFIX, by C. E. Pocknee; Mowbrays, 21s.

The chief value of this book to the non-specialist Lies in the illustrations, which
are designed to show the gradual development of the cross as a theological con”
cept and as a visual symbol over the centuries. The principal emphasis is on th
early and medieval period, though some attention is paid to post-reformatio?
Anglican practice in the use of the cross and crucifix in churches. The earlies*
example of a realistic (i.e. suffering, not triumphant) crucifixion pictured ¥
dated 780, and the reader is made legitimately aware of the strength of the
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